
Sunday | May 29, 2016
BE DRESSED AND READY 

“[The Church] is simultaneously acting as pledge of the sure 
hope of the world’s transformation at the time of God’s 

final triumph and straining itself in all its activities to 
prepare the world for its coming destiny.”

 David Bosch



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                             "A Hymn for the Nation" – Jeff Hummel
                                                                                                                  (James Southbridge)                  

Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                     From Habakkuk 2:20                                                                                                          
Leader: Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for 

"The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him." 
Everyone: Amen. 

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

 Call to Worship                                    From Psalm 98                                                       
Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song 

and sing praises!
People: With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise 

before the King, the Lord!
Leader: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world and those who dwell in it!

Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing for joy together before the 
Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with equity.

                                                                               
  Opening Prayer

  Songs of Praise                           "I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord" – #702 in the Hymnal  
                                                                     "Build Your Kingdom Here" 

                            (See music on following page.) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance           "Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God"  
                         (Adapted from Psalm 139)

Leader:   Lord, you have searched and know me well,
    Perceiving my thoughts from afar.
    You know of my words before they’re spoken.
    Nothing is hidden; all-knowing you are.  [All sing refrain]

Leader:   Precious to me are your thoughts, O Lord;
    Vast is the sum of your ways.
    Who can behold or comprehend you?
    You are forever, the Ancient of Days.  [All sing refrain] 
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Leader:   Where can I go from your Spirit, O Lord?
     Where can I flee from your presence, O God?
     If I take to the sky or the depths of the sea,
     You are there, holding me.

Interlude

Leader:    Lord, by your hand I am fearfully, wonderfully made.

All Sing Refrain (below)

 
All: (spoken) 
       "Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 
        thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the 
        way everlasting."

Silent Confession    
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  Words of Assurance   

Leader: Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn? 

Everyone: Only Christ! 
Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

Everyone: Amen!

               

  Greeting of Peace     

8

 †

 †



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Bruce Dreisbach as he seeks to give believers practical steps to be active and 
prayerful in caring friendships with those who do not yet know Christ, living as witnesses 
to the good news of Jesus.

Musical Offering                                                   "Keep Your Lamps" – Sanctuary Choir          
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                                     (Thomas) 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
The time is drawing nigh.

Children, don't get weary, 
Children, don't get weary,
Children, don't get weary 
'Til your work is done.

Christian journey soon be over, 
Christian journey soon be over,
Christian journey soon be over, 
The time is drawing nigh.

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
The time is drawing nigh.
                                        

Musical Offering        "The Lord's Prayer" – Alleluia
10:00 a.m. service                                                                                        (Kim Taulbee) 

 Doxology 
 Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 

      below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
      Holy Ghost. Amen.     

 †

9



10

PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination   
Scripture Reading                                                                                    Luke 12:32-46       

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that 
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they 
can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master 
finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will 
have them recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or 
toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what 
hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also 
must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect 
him.”

41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”

42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts 
in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It will 
be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 Truly I tell 
you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant says to 
himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat the other 
servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that 
servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware 
of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Be Dressed and Ready 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                      "Psalm 126" (Although We are Weeping)                                                                                       



Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer  

Leader: Father, thank you that you are pleased to give us your Kingdom by grace, that 
even now we are citizens of the future Kingdom! Help us to live today in the 
presence of the future, to anticipate your coming again, and order our lives 
around the priorities of your Kingdom rather than the competing priorities of 
this world. Keep us awake!
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, your Kingdom is a kingdom of righteousness and truth, when you 

will right all wrongs and bring evil to justice. Give wisdom to those who enact 
justice on earth, who work in the legal system, and who keep order in our
society. Help them to labor with fairness, integrity and clarity of mind and 
heart, and with a sense of accountability to your ultimate reign over all things. 
Grant them encouragement in the midst of hardship to persevere. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, on this Memorial Day weekend we thank you for those who have 

given their lives in service to our country, sacrificing so much to protect those 
both in our land and other lands. Comfort those who have lost loved ones in 
the service of our nation. Protect and encourage those who continue to serve 
and sacrifice. Above all, please hasten the day when nation will not lift up 
sword against nation, when your Kingdom of peace will reign forever. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs
For Health
James Hacker, Kath Thorne, Brandon Perry, Charles Ellison, Nancy Bonsack, Christie 
Geraty, Dru Fitch, Catherine "Cat" Ramsey, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam 
Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Tred Spratley (mother, 5/17), Evelyn Jennings (granddaughter, 5/14), Tanya 
Wohner (daughter-in-law, 5/13), Ann Tate (father, 5/15 and brother-in-law, 3/29), Janis 
Sumpter (husband Bill, 4/18), Carolyn Rennie (brother, 4/9), Cheryl Richardson (sister, 
4/2), Christi Hancock (nephew, 4/2), John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, 
mother and grandmother June Dean, 3/7), Jack Martin (brother, 3/2)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit 
of unity, mutuality, cooperation, reconciliation, reform and common ministry among the 
Christian community.  

For Our Nation and the World – Indonesia
Indonesia’s population numbered 257,500 in 2015. The Republic’s 17,500 islands 
(6,000 inhabited) stretch over 9.5 million square km of the Indian/Pacific Oceans, with 33 
provinces, 5 of which have special status. Indonesia has 784 people groups which speak 
722 languages. Muslims number 80% and Christians make up 16% of the total population. 
Indonesia is the most populous Muslim nation in the world.

• Pray for Christian witness to those of the dominant religion in Indonesia. A prayer guide 
developed by Indonesians for places in Indonesia where there is little Christian witness 
uses the term “neglected peoples” where in English we would use the term “unreached 
peoples."

• Pray for more Indonesian Christians to be concerned for those in their country without 
the gospel.

• Pray for the strengthening of and gracious responses by Christian believers who have 
had their church buildings burned or face other kinds of persecution.

• Pray for Bible translation efforts occurring in many places in Indonesia. Many                  
Indonesians are not fluent in the national language.

• Pray for revival and clarity about the gospel among many who are Christian only in the 
sense that that is what is listed on their identity card.

• Pray for Christians to act differently than those around them by not participating in       
corruption, which is very widespread.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

 Song of Commission          "The Church's One Foundation" – #689 in the Hymnal                                   
                                                                          
 Commission                                                                   From 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 
Leader: You are not in darkness, brothers and sisters! You are children of light, 

children of the day.
Everyone: So then, since we belong to the day, 

let us keep awake and be sober. 
Let us put on the breastplate of love, 
and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 
Let us look to Jesus, who died for us 
so that whether we are awake or asleep, 
we might live with him forever. 

 
 Benediction 

Postlude                                                     "Prelude in Classic Style" – Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. Service                                                                                 (Gordon Young)                                                                           

If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the 
Sanctuary (by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any 
prayer needs you may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Bruce Dreisbach as he seeks 
to give believers practical steps to be active and prayerful in caring friendships with those 
who do not yet know Christ, living as witnesses to the good news of Jesus.

                                                                                                                                                      

 †  
 †  

 †         



Gifts for the Mission Scholarship and Training Fund

“…and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8

Mission is a cornerstone of Third Church, beginning with its founding on the docks of 
the James River. Mission is still a key ministry of who we are, 179 years later.  Therefore, 
we invite you to join in Third’s mission work by making a gift to the Missions Scholarship 
and Training Fund to help provide resources for Third to use during this year.  Our goal 
amount for needed funds is $20,000.

Contributions given to the Fund will be used for several purposes:

1. Scholarships: To help support persons in gaining exposure and experience in 
     mission work settings through short-term mission trips. 
2. Projects: To purchase materials for ministry projects to be completed by our short-
     term mission teams (construction materials, medical supplies, VBS materials, etc.).
3. Training in Mission: For training courses and experiences that help build 
     understanding and investment in God’s work of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ
     and advancing his Kingdom (i.e., training programs like Perspectives on the World 
     Christian Movement, Urbana World Missions Conference, etc.).

2016 Short-Term Mission Trips that will be supported by this effort:

High School Mexico Trip                 Bismarck, North Dakota 
July 3-9       August 6-13
Building a home for a family     Assisting in a one-week Young Life-style 
connected to a local                                         summer camp for middle and high school 
congregation.       Native Americans at Standing Rock 
       Reservation. 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
July 16-23
Home construction, medical assistance 
and a vacation Bible school. 

Please use the envelope provided to make a contribution and drop in the offering plate 
or make a donation online at thirdrva.org/generosity – online giving or contact 
Sue Hendrickson (sueh@thirdrva.org) in the Finance office. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Support the VBS Mission Drive! T-Shirts Now for Sale! 
Every summer, VBS adopts a mission project and this year we’ll collect money to help 
build a library for the students of Anura School in Niger, West Africa. We need help from 
the whole church, not just VBS! You can purchase a shirt through our online campaign 
and funds raised will benefit the library project.  After VBS, any unwanted shirts can be 
donated to our mission partner, STEP, for their volunteers and participants to wear during 
their VBS in July. Go to: booster.com/vbs2016.

Student Ministry Dessert Auction – Sunday, June 12, Fellowship Hall
Join the effort to raise money for our students' mission trip to Mexico! Treats will be set up 
all morning for bidding on June 12 in the Fellowship Hall. Stop by before or after any of 
the Sunday morning services, place a bid, and take home a delicious baked good for 
a great cause. Want to contribute a dessert? Contact Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.
org).

Evening of Prayer and Praise – Wednesday, June 15, 7p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for a special informal time to worship and pray together. All are invited to this eve-
ning of prayer and praise in the Fellowship Hall. Questions? Contact Kim Taulbee (kimt@
thirdrva.org). 

Jobs for Life Graduation – Monday, June 8, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Have you been interested in supporting or serving with the Jobs for Life ministry? Come 
out to the 2016 Spring Class graduation on June 8 to join in the celebration and see 
firsthand how this ministry affects everyone involved. A reception will follow the 
graduation ceremony. 

Two Men’s Small Groups are Forming! 
Two new groups for men are currently forming. One is in the West End on Monday nights. 
The other is in the Southside on Tuesday nights. If you’re interested in joining one of these, 
contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). Don’t forget to sign up for our email list to stay up 
to date on all news and events: thirdrva.org/signup.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Deadline Approaching! Annual Golf Outing – Monday, June 13, Richmond 
Country Club
This Captains’ Choice format is suited for all levels of golfers and non-golfers and is open 
to men, women and teens! The $80 entry fee covers green fees, golf cart, range balls, 
lunch, and a $25.00 tax deductible donation to CrossOver Ministries. Sign ups now 
available online: thirdrva.org/events.

Sports Skills Camp – Register Today! – July 11-15
This is a great opportunity for your child or children to build skills in basketball and 
soccer, and to learn about Christian character building from skilled college athletes. Like 
VBS, it’s a chance to invite friends into community and hear the good news of the Gospel.  
Sign up today: thirdrva.org/events. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Weather permitting, we’ll be moving our fellowship time (9:45–11:30 a.m.) to 
outside for the warmer months.  Join us in the courtyard (by the Forest Ave. entrance) for 
refreshments and a time to catch up with friends and meet some new people! In case of 
rain, join us in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)

If you haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more 
folks at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building 
and our office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.).

A Study of the Book of Luke       A Study of Hebrews 
Room 213       Room 101 

Sermon Chat     Where is God in the Business
Room 207      and Busyness of Life? 
       Room 217 
Marriage Fellowship    
Room 209       
       
The Spirituality of Brokenness
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in 
touch with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching, and small group 
community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 29
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 

Monday, May 30  
Memorial Day – Church Office closed 

Tuesday, May 31
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
 
Wednesday, June 1
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Refresh women's group meeting – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Tech Team interest meeting – Sanctuary 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Choir Room   

Thursday, June 2
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals  – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
8:00 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary
 
Friday, June 3 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Comer/Thomas wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer group – Student Ministry area 

Saturday, June 4
4:00 p.m. Comer/Thomas wedding – Sanctuary 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us, 
and help you find out more about Third.

• Visit our website: thirdrva.org. 
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up a copy of Third Press: This is our monthly newsletter and you can find copies 

throughout the church. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


