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 THE GUIDE
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

"‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;

We’ll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that’s to come."

 Joseph Hart
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Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Pentecost: A Season for the Holy Spirit 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently”  with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship. 

Traditionally, the liturgical season of Easter is celebrated for seven weeks, from Easter 
Sunday until early June.  Then, in mid-June, Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of 
Ordinary Time, when we remember the work of God in and through his people, visually 
marked with green sanctuary decorations.  And for just one week between Easter and 
Ordinary Time—on Pentecost Sunday—we decorate with red for the Holy Spirit, whom 
some have called the “least understood Person of the Trinity.” 

This year, however, we are spending a full five weeks focusing on who the Spirit is and 
how he makes the person and work of Jesus powerful and effectual in our everyday lives.  
Instead of keeping our white Easter banners up until June, we’re marking an extended 
“season of the Spirit” with banners showing the reds and oranges and golds associated 
with him because the Spirit himself is so often connected with images of fire and light and 
movement. As we learn together to embrace the power of the resurrection made 
available through Jesus’ ongoing presence with us, we’ll be surrounded by colors and 
shapes that fill our eyes as well as ears with the message: “Come, Holy Spirit, come!”

4



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                                                                            Churchestra 
                                                                                                                                                     
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                        From Psalm 95               
Leader:     The Lord is a great God;
      O that today you would listen to his voice!
      Harden not your hearts.
People:   Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                               From Psalm 145                                 

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
People: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.
Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.
People: The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he 

has made.

Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise                             "O Worship the King"             #29 in the Hymnal 
                                                               "Great Are You, Lord"                

                                                                                                (See music on following pages)
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    

 †    



O worship the King, all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail;
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
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O WORSHIP THE KING



GREAT ARE YOU, LORD
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      Continued on next page
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                       "Blessed Are You - Psalm 32"                 

Antiphon
Blessed are you whose transgression is forgiven,
whom the Lord has now made clean.
Blessed are you in whom the Lord counts no sin,
where there is no deceit.
Blessed are you.

Leader: 
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
Day and night your hand was heavy upon me,
but you forgave all my wrongs.  (Antiphon) 
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   Words of Comfort and Forgiveness           From Ephesians 2:4-10, 1 John 1:9 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, what can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.

People: We have died together, we will rise together, we will live together.
Leader: If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sin and to cleanse us 

of all unrighteousness.
People: Thanks be to God! 

Child Dedication                            James Pei Grigg 
11:15 a.m. service 

    Greeting of Peace †    

 †    

Silent Confession

Leader: 
I confessed my transgressions to you, Lord,
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
You are a hiding place for me
surrounded by shouts of deliverance.  (Antiphon)

Leader: 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust him.
Be glad in the Lord; rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.  (Antiphon)
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for John and Lynn Lehn as they invest in church planting in Croatia: for the past 7 
years the Dubrava Church on the east side of Zagreb, and since May 2012 in Dubrovnik 
in the southern tip of Croatia.  Pray for spiritual and numerical growth and ministry to the 
surrounding cities.

Offertory                                           "O Worship the King"                             Churchestra 
                                                                     (arr. Kirkland) 

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                     John 16:12-15                                                                        

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the 
Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; 
he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will 
glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will make known to you. 
15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from 
me what he will make known to you.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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The Guide
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Father, we pray for Muslims near and far as Ramadan begins. We pray for 
peace in families and between families as they look to God for blessings. As 
families fast and pray together, seeking encounters with God, may they meet 
Jesus as the Bread of Life and Living Water, the One who satisfies our hungers 
and thirsts.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus, spread the righteousness and wisdom of your kingdom abroad, 

that rulers and nations might learn grace and justice; guide the nations of the 
earth into your paths of peace.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, you are the Guide. Lead us this week to know that we are beloved 

in Christ, deepen our understanding of your promises, and direct us in your 
kingdom way.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Web Estes, Chip Buehler, Listwella Donaldson, Katie McCulloch, Agnes Smith, Bob 
Horne, Linda Ludlow, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma 
Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Laura Childress (brother, 4/28), Joyce Roberts (mother, 4/27), Sue 
Hendrickson (mother Becky Slootweg, 4/18), Anna DeJarnette (father, 4/14), Jennifer 
Friend (father, 4/4), Will Allen (father, 4/3), Peggy Dennis (sister, 4/3), Barbara Corry 
(father, 3/22), Kathy Boley (brother, 3/19), Betsy McCray (father, 3/13), Patti Hamilton 
(sister, 3/10), Betsy Lohr (mother, 3/8), Etta Lawrence (husband Allen, 3/8) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for 
seminaries, Bible colleges and schools training persons for vocations in ministry; for the 
students, faculty and staff of these institutions. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                        "Be Thou My Vision" 

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always.
Thou, and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

 †  
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 Commission                                                                               From Romans 12:1-2                                                                                                           
Leader: I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual 
act of worship.  Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. 

People: Then we will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will.

    
 Benediction

Postlude                                                                                                             Churchestra                                                                                        
11:15 a.m. service                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 11:15 a.m. service, we celebrate the child dedication of James 
Pei Grigg, son of John and Amy Grigg. Relatives present are grandparents Dale and 
Ruth Ann Grigg and aunt and uncle Aaron and Gina Padgett. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Nora Erin Bigelow, daughter of Will and Blair 
Bigelow, who was born on May 10, 2017. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Isabella James Harrison, daughter of Emma Fitch 
Harrison and Davis Harrison, who was born on May 14, 2017. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners John and Lynn Lehn as they 
invest in church planting in Croatia. Pray for spiritual and numerical growth and ministry. 

 †   

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS
Today! College Ministry Lunch/Sermon Chat – 12:30 p.m., ShoreDog Cafe
Please join our college interns to enjoy lunch and a sermon chat at ShoreDog today at 
12:30 p.m. (right after the 11:15 a.m. service). Gather in front of the Sanctuary to walk 
over together, or meet at ShoreDog (right across from church).  Help is available if cost 
is a concern. Questions? Contact Megan Foster (229-7812). 

Today! Informational Meeting for the Experience Israel Tour 
Join us today for this informational meeting at 10:00 a.m. (in Room 207) and 
11:15 a.m. (in the Parlor).  This tour is a beautiful opportunity to visit the Holy Land and 
walk where Jesus walked. We’ll tour most of Israel including Galilee, the Dead Sea and 
the city of Jerusalem with biblically knowledgeable tour guides. The tour will be from 
September 30 to October 10. Tom Barila will be one of the co-leaders along with two 
other beloved tour guides.  Want to learn more? Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Did you know? May is Foster Care Awareness Month!
Forgotten No More is hosting a foster care informational meeting on Sunday, June 4 at 
10 a.m. Virginia ranks the worst in the country for children aging out of the foster care 
system without ever being adopted: 1 out of 5 children. Meaning they have no family to 
ever go home to, and are much more likely to be exposed to harmful behavior. Please 
join us in learning more from BeBe Tran with Commonwealth Catholic Charities' Refugee 
foster care program, serving youth who have fled home countries due to violence. 
There are many ways to support them, so come and find out how you can help! 
Interested? Please contact Missy Murchie at murchiefamily@yahoo.com.

Guest Speakers at Third on May 28, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Please join us in welcoming Jeremiah Marsden as well as Sam and Anya, who have been 
serving Central Asia among the persecuted Christians. Jeremiah is beginning to serve in 
missions overseas, working with missionary children in a Muslim area. Please join us 
as we learn more about their important ministries in countries where the gospel witness 
is limited.

New Egyptian Family Arriving!
The Christian Arabic Church is sponsoring another new family that will be arriving from 
Egypt on May 24! They are a family of four with an 11-year-old boy and a 7-year-old 
girl. They each arrive with only one suitcase, and will need all household items to start 
their new lives here.  If you have any gently used items you would be able to donate
(mattresses, bedding, kitchen items or other furniture), please contact Sandie Marstiller 
(754-5758/marstillerfamily@gmail.com). We are able to give you a tax deductible 
receipt for your donations.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Christian Arabic Church Donation Pick-Up Help Needed!
As the CAC strives faithfully to re-settle our Christian brothers and sisters from Egypt, 
furniture donations are needed to start their new lives.  Many people are willing to donate 
their gently used items, but we don't have enough trucks/vans/muscle to help pick up the 
donated items.  Can you help? The timing is flexible.  Please contact Don Smith 
(804-514-9857) if you'd be able to serve in this ministry from time to time.

30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World 
Many Muslims are disillusioned with Islamic extremists and they are seeking out the truth and 
turning to Christ.  The prayers of believers are also impacting conversions too. This year we 
are distributing prayer booklets for Ramadan. Please take one of the booklets, at various 
locations around the church, and/or visit 30DaysPrayer.com where you can purchase and 
download a PDF. 

Student Ministry Dessert Auction – Sunday, June 4, Fellowship Hall
Join us for the annual Student Ministry Dessert Auction to raise money for our students' 
mission trip to Mexico! Stop by the Fellowship Hall before or after any of the Sunday 
morning services, place a bid, and take home a delicious baked good for a great cause.  
Want to contribute a dessert to be auctioned? Email Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) 
by May 31!

5th Annual Sports Skills Camp – July 10-14, Pump Road Fields, 
8:30 a.m.-1p.m.
Registration is now open! Sponsored by Third, the Christian Arabic Church and 
Community West, this week offers time for your children to build sports skills and to learn 
about Christian character building from skilled college athletes from the Sports Outreach 
Institute.  Children and youth, rising 1st - 9th grades, are invited. If you are a high school 
student, please contact Tom about volunteering to learn from the coaches and to help. 
More info and registration ($80): thirdrva.org/sports-skills-camp. Questions? Contact 
Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org.

Annual Sam Jackson Charity Golf Outing – Monday, June 19, 9:00 a.m., 
Richmond Country Club
This Captain's Choice is suited for all levels of golfers and non-golfers, and is open to 
men, women, and teens. Sign up as individuals or pairs, and you'll be placed on teams. 
Registration ($80) includes a donation, greens fees, golf cart, range balls, lunch and 
prizes. Our goal is to get 144 golfers and to have a hole sponsor for each hole and 
proceeds go to a ministry or mission.  More info and sign-ups: thirdrva.org/events. 
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Mission Scholarship and Training Fund – Legacy and Opportunity
Join us as we aim to raise $25,000 for mission trips and mission training this year!

We began collecting for the offering on May 7. 

“ . . . and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

Third has a strong legacy in local and global mission. Short-term trips are known to be 
springboards for individuals to choose a life of service in mission ministry. There are many 
ways you can be involved even if you are not actually going. Some may be goers, some 
senders and others may advance mission work through prayer. 

This summer there are two short-term mission trips:
• Haiti Mission Trip: July 15-22 / Each year, Third travels to Haiti to work               

alongside friends to treat patients, build homes for families and teach 180 sweet    
children about Jesus. The medical staff sees hundreds of patients in the poorest city in 
the poorest country in the western hemisphere.  Your offering will not only assist with 
funds needed for supplies but it will also help fund the Haitian staffed portion of the 
clinic in Cite Soleil which is at risk of closing. 

• High School Mission Trip: July 2-8 / Leech Lake Reservation in Minnesota serves 
as the tribal headquarters for the Chippewa tribe. Here our high school ministry will 
serve by painting, cleaning, doing yard work and simple work projects or upkeep of 
the community gardens. They will also plan and lead kids' programming for               

      children in the community and learn about the Native American culture from an         
      Ojibwa perspective. 

Would you please consider contributing toward our short-term trips as a sender? Your 
contributions go toward:
• Scholarships: To help support persons in gaining exposure and experience in     

mission work settings through short-term mission trips. 
• Projects: To purchase materials for ministry projects to be completed by our short-

term mission teams (construction materials, medical supplies, VBS materials, etc.)

Short-term mission trips expand the reach of our church beyond our geographic area. 
Will you commit to pray for our teams? Can you help expand Third’s reach to both Haiti 
and Leech Lake through giving? The legacy continues . . . 

Use the envelopes found in the pews or give online: thirdrva.org/generosity.

Thank you! 
LJ Jaworski, Mission Pastor 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/
classes-and-fellowship. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Loving God with Our Minds
Fellowship Hall (see below) 

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

Join us for one of our ongoing classes or for this new class! 

Loving God With Our Minds: Through June 11, Fellowship Hall
This class, taught by CJ Alderson, will explore developing the Christian mind so we may 
strengthen our faith and sharpen our apologetic. We hope to provide a space that is 
down to earth, yet intellectually rigorous enough for real learning and honest dialogue. 
Questions? Please contact CJ Alderson (courtalderson@gmail.com) or Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).  
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning for 
information on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 21  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
10:00 a.m. Forgotton No More informational meeting – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Experience Israel informational meeting – Room 207   
11:15 a.m. Experience Israel informational meeting – Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Student ministry "Night to Remember" – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, May 22
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Asia mission prayer and care group - at the home of Judy and Dave Skove, 
      10809 N. Bank Rd., Richmond, 23238, 741-5441

Tuesday, May 23
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:30 a.m. Women's group, "No Other Gods" – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Seasons Women's Group – Room 132
12:00 p.m. Christian Book Group – Bonhoeffer Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave.
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, May 24
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life graduation – Parlor 

Thursday, May 25
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, May 26
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva 
• Today: Welcome Coffee: 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here to learn more about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


