
Sunday | March 6, 2016

THE SAVIOR OF SINNERS
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

“Batter my heart, three-personed God, for you 
As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 
That I may rise and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend 

Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new.” 
John Donne



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                “Fugue in C Major” – Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                         (Felix Mendelssohn)

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation                                                                                                   

Leader:   Almighty God,
    to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
    and from whom no secrets are hid: 
    Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
    by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
    that we may perfectly love you 
    and worthily magnify your holy name, 
    through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
All:         Amen. 

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 
         
       Call to Worship                                                                     From Psalm 47:1-2, 5-6      

Leader: Clap your hands, all peoples!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

People: For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
A great king over all the earth.

Leader: God has gone up with a shout,
the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

People: Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

 
                                                                                                   
       The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Opening Prayer  
  Hymns/Songs of Praise            “Come, Thou Almighty King” – #5 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                                         “Build Your Kingdom Here”                         

 †    

BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE 





CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                       

All: In your great love 
come, cleanse, heal and help us,
that we may live out our days 
to the praise of your grace
and to the glory of your Holy Name. 
Amen. 

Silent Confession                                                                                                                            

Song of Confession                                                                                           “Psalm 126”
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.) 



PSALM 126 (ALTHOUGH WE ARE WEEPING) 



Words of Comfort and Forgiveness                                                      Micah 7:18-19

Leader:    Who is a God like you, 
      who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of your people? 
      You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 
      You will again have compassion on us; 
      you will tread our sins underfoot
      and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea. 
All:           Thanks be to God!

 † Greeting of Peace 



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Young Life, building relationships with high school students all over the Richmond 
metro area to introduce them to Jesus Christ and help them grow in following him.

Musical Offering                                                   “Arise, My Soul, Arise” – Sanctuary Choir 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services        
Arise, my soul, arise!  Shake off thy guilty fears: the bleeding Sacrifice in my behalf appears.
Before the throne my Surety stands; my name is written on His hands. 
Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary; 
They pour effectual prayers; they strongly plead for me. 
“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, “Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” 
My God is reconciled, His pard’ning voice I hear; 
He owns me for His child, I can no longer fear. 
With confidence I now draw nigh, and “Father, Abba, Father,” cry. 
Arise, my soul, arise!
                                                                 
Musical Offering                                                                                                  “Lesser Loves”                                                                                    
10:00 am service                                                                                 (From Bifrost Arts Music)
I was a prisoner; you held the key, the door was opened; you welcomed me. 
Oh, I was guilty of every crime, but you took my place and you did my time.  

(refrain) 
How can I thank you, Lord? My broken heart you have restored. 
How can I thank you, Lord? You give me grace I cannot afford. 

I was an enemy but you made me a guest. You spread a table in the wilderness. 
Beside the waters, you filled my cup, O how I have settled for lesser loves. 

I was an orphan, but you called me “child.”  I was a stranger; I was lost and defiled. 
Redemption found me from up above, O how I had settled for lesser loves.

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 
Scripture Reading                                                                                     Luke 7:33-50                                                                              
33 “For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved 
right by all her children.” 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the 
Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life 
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster 
jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet 
with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on 
them. 

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is 
a sinner.” 

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he 
forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have 
judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came 
into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she 
has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 

48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

 49 The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives 
sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” 

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

THE SAVIOR OF SINNERS
+ Corey Widmer +

  
   

Notes:



RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Confessing our Faith                     The Apostles’ Creed

Everyone:  
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried, 
 the third day he rose from the dead;
 he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God 
 the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper
Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we 
come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy 
Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and 
life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt 
on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.



Song                                                                                                                      “Eat This Bread” 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

Song                                            “Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed?” – #208 in the Hymnal  



Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam 
Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jim Olson (mother, 2/13), Steve Middleton (father, 2/6), Vi Gresham (1/18), 
Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14), Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 
12/16), John Dean (brother, 12/15), Libbie Davis (11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), 
David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 
11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for persons living with
HIV/AIDS and for their families, friends, and communities; for persons working to find a cure.

For Our Nation and the World – Greece
• Pray for evangelism and renewal in the Greek Orthodox and Protestant churches, 

in which fewer than 3% of the population attend regularly and fewer than 1% are           
evangelicals.

• Greece faces enormous economic challenges, resulting in high unemployment and social 
unrest.  Pray that these difficulties will move Greeks to seek the Lord.

• Greece has been overwhelmed by the influx of hundreds of thousands of refugees from 
the Middle East and Africa via the Mediterranean Sea.  Pray that refugees will see Jesus 
in the compassion and support offered by Christians.  Lift up the growing number of        
immigrant churches, especially among Afghans, Iraqis and Pakistanis.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                     “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” – #216 in the Hymnal                                                                      
     
Commission                                                                       From 2 Corinthians 5:14-15                                                                                                         
Leader: For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 

and therefore all died.
All: And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

 Benediction     

Postlude                                                           “All Glory Be to God on High” – Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                                (Michael Burkhardt)                                                                       

            

                                                                                                     

SERVICE NOTES 
Lent is the 40-day season leading up to Good Friday and Easter in which we 
focus in a special way on the suffering of Jesus for our sin and brokenness. The piece on the 
table below the cross was created by church member and artist Debi Berg, and it represents 
our journey through Lent to Easter. The barren branch speaks of our need for fullness of life, 
and the nest hearkens to hope beyond ourselves. 

After the service, elders are available at the front left of the Sanctuary if you desire prayer 
for healing, for direction, to begin or renew your relationship with Jesus Christ, or any other 
need. 

 †  

 †  

 †  



NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Welcome Coffee: 9:45 – 11:00 a.m., in the Parlor
If you’re new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people, learn about 
Third’s vision, and see what we believe and how to get involved. 

Today! El Salvador Mission Trip Interest Meeting –10:00 a.m. and 12:15 p.m.
Interested in learning more about the upcoming trip to El Salvador, taking place June 18-25? 
Come to a brief info meeting either at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, or 12:15 p.m. in 
Room 101. Questions? Contact Tom Barila at tomb@thirdrva.org. 

3rd Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, March 19, 11:00 a.m., Olmsted Farm
Families with children ages kindergarten and younger are invited to the Olmsteds’ farm 
(1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot) to search for eggs and hear the story of Jesus’ last week 
on earth. Bring a picnic lunch and stay for fellowship and fun. Please register online. 
Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org).

Communion Class – Sunday, March 20, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Is your child ready to take communion?  Rick Hutton will talk to parents and their children 
about the meaning of communion and how to know when your child is ready.  This class is 
for parents and their children to attend together. Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org).

Youth Life Foundation – Looking for Summer Interns! 
Youth Life, an after-school program that seeks the academic and spiritual health of the 
Northside, is accepting applications (through May 1) for summer interns to work with our 
students: K-5th, Middle School/High School. For more info, please email: mentor@ylfr.org 
and visit our intern page at www.ylfr.org. 



NEWS & EVENTS  

Easter Lilies – Available for Order
If you’d like to order an Easter lily to enhance worship on Easter Sunday, please contact 
Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 101). Each plant will be $12 
and can be taken home after Easter worship. Please note whether your lily is in memory or 
honor of someone in particular. Deadline for orders: Friday, March 18.

Officer Nominations – Accepting Nominations through March 13
The 2016 Nominating Committee wishes to invite members of Third Church to nominate 
candidates for the offices of elder, deacon and trustee. Nomination forms can be found 
throughout the church, and online at thirdrva.org/leadership-and-staff. Please return 
completed forms to the church office or email them to Jim Ingold (jvingold@yahoo.com). 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.



HOLY WEEK
Experiences and fellowship at Third Church leading to Easter Sunday. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 19, 11:00 a.m. 
Families with children ages kindergarten and younger are invited to the Olmsteds’ farm 
(1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot) to search for eggs and hear the story of Jesus’ last 
week on earth.

Maundy Thursday Worship: Thursday, March 24, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for this special worship service in the style of Tenebrae, with gradual extinguishing 
of candles, accompanied by music, readings, and the sacrament of Communion. 
Childcare provided for kindergarten and younger. 

Good Friday: Friday, March 25, 12:00 p.m. 
A brief worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a Lenten lunch ($5) in the Fellowship 
Hall. Childcare available for kindergarten and younger during the worship service
(12:00-12:30 p.m.).

Journey to the Cross: Friday, March 25, 1:00–8:00 p.m. 
A personal experience of Jesus’ final hours. A multi-sensory journey where you will be 
guided to the cross by scripture and artistic presentations. 

Easter Sunday: March 27 
Services: 8:00, 9:15, 10:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate the risen King in the Sanctuary! Check with your class leaders for whether or 
not your Adult Discipleship class will convene on Easter Sunday. Children and youth 
Sunday School will continue as scheduled at 10:30 a.m. 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Our February Term has ended and our Adult Discipleship classes are kicking off again. If you 
haven’t already, check out one of our classes to get plugged in and meet more folks at Third. 
All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. throughout our main church building and our office 
building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.)

Young Adult Community     A Study of the Book of Luke 
Room 215      Room 213 

Sermon Chat      A Study of Hebrews
Room 207      Room 101 

Marriage Fellowship    Where is God in the Business 
Room 209       and Busyness of Life?
       Room 217
Grace and Addiction
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Ave, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in touch 
with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org). 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Stop by the Fellowship Hall from 9:45–11:30 a.m. for Blanchard’s coffee, snacks, and an 
opportunity to meet folks at Third or learn more about getting involved. 



STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 



 THIRD CHURCH 2016 OPERATING BUDGET

The 2016 budget for Third Church is presented with thanksgiving for the goodness and grace 
of our Lord who gives everything for us, his beloved children!  In gratitude for God’s grace 
and affection for his holy character, the hearts of the people of Third were moved to willingly 
and generously pledge their support for the ministry of this church in 2016.  This outpouring 
of generosity resulted in a 7% increase of the total pledge commitment dollars for 2016 over 
2015, and also a 10% increase in the average pledge amount. The Session and staff of Third 
are immensely grateful for this generosity which enables the proper planning and stewardship 
of God’s resources to expand his ministry through Third. Copies of the budget are available 
from the church office. If you would like a copy, please contact Alan Ware at 
alanw@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 106. 

Based on these increases, and with careful and prayerful consideration, the Session of Third 
Church approved the following budget. It represents an increase of 9% in giving over 2015 
and its achievement will be heavily dependent on God’s continued faithfulness and provision 
through unpledged giving. Spending contingencies have been identified should 
unanticipated factors adversely affect 2016 giving levels.

Please join us in offering prayers of thanksgiving to God for faithfully providing for this church 
for over 180 years and ask him to continue to draw our hearts, and the hearts of all who join 
us in the coming year, ever closer to him.
                                                           – Third Church Session 





THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, March 6
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
10:00 a.m. Baptism Class – Choir Room 
12:30 p.m. Jobs for Life - Champion Training – Fellowship Hall 
12:30 p.m. Praying for our Nation – Room 101 
12:45 p.m. Deacon Hospitality training – Sanctuary 

Monday, March 7
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, March 8
9:00 a.m. Monthly morning group – Room 217 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Monthly morning study - Meet Third’s mission partners – Room 101 
11:45 a.m. Helping Hands service group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, March 9
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 10
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, March 11
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 
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