
Sunday | March 5, 2017

 THE EMPTY ARE FILLED
Ninth Sunday of Epiphany

“The world of money and power hums along quite nicely on the
 fuel of fear and contempt and frustration and craving and the 

worship of self. Our own present culture has harnessed these forces 
in ways that have yielded extraordinary wealth and comfort 

and personal freedom. The freedom to be lords of our own tiny 
skull-sized kingdoms, alone at the center of all creation.” 

David Foster Wallace



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Lenten Sanctuary Decorations 

As Lent began on Ash Wednesday, we continue to remember that followers of Jesus 
“tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and 
renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian year through the readings 
and music in our worship service, we also use colors and textures to enrich our space and 
experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were introduced during Advent to reflect the way we 
can rejoice in the signs of new creation while acknowledging that many signs of hope still 
seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the present world.  Now, in a season focused on 
remembering the suffering of Jesus on our behalf—and for repentance and self-reflection 
of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional layers of gray and brown 
and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain of the world.  Because 
we grieve together as one body of Christ and not just as individuals, our banners also 
include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by participants in our Journey to 
the Cross meditation service last year—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds 
to the sacrifice made by Jesus. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                "Prelude and Fugue in E Minor"                      Jeff Hummel    
                                                                       J. S. Bach                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                   Psalm 139:23-24                                                                                                                         
Leader:    Search me, O God, and know my heart;
     test me and know my anxious thoughts.
     See if there is any offensive way in me,
     and lead me in the way everlasting.                
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                             From Psalm 25:1-7

Leader: In you, O Lord our God, we put our trust.
People: We trust in you; do not let us be put to shame, 

nor let our enemies triumph over us.
Leader: No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come 

on those who are treacherous without cause.
People: Show us your ways, Lord, teach us your paths. Guide us in your 

truth and teach us, for you are God our Savior, and our hope is 
in you all day long.

Leader: Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. Do 
not remember the sins of our youth and our rebellious ways;

People: According to your love remember us, for you, Lord, are good.
     
Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                     "Come Away from Rush and Hurry"
                                                                       "10,000 Reasons" 

                                                                                    (See music on following pages) 
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †    
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COME AWAY FROM RUSH AND HURRY
                                                                                   Lyrics by Marva J. Dawn

Come away from rush and hurry
To the stillness of God’s peace;
From our vain ambition’s worry,
Come to Christ and find release.
Come away from noise and clamor,
Life’s demands and frenzied pace;
Come to join the people gathered
Here to seek and find God’s face.

In the pastures of God’s goodness
We lie down to rest our soul.
From the waters of his mercy
We drink deeply, are made whole.
At the table of his presence
All his saints are richly fed.
With the oil of his anointing
Into service we are led.

Come, then, children, with your burdens–
Life’s confusions, fears, and pain.
Leave them at the cross of Jesus;
Take instead his kingdom’s reign.
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them–
He alone will satisfy.
All our longings find attainment
When to self we gladly die.
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10,000 REASONS



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                               

Everyone:    Merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind 
  and strength; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
  Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within us.

Silent Confession  

    Words of Comfort                                       From 1 Timothy 1:15 and 1 Peter 2:24

    Greeting of Peace 
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Leader: This is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance, 

that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,
so that we, free from sin, might live for righteousness;
by his wounds we have been healed. 

People: Thanks be to God! 



THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Young Life, building relationships with high school students all over the Richmond 
metro area to introduce them to Jesus Christ and help them grow in following him.

Offertory                                    "In Heavenly Love Abiding"                  Sanctuary Choir                           
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                  (Larson) 

In heav'nly love abiding, no change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such confiding, for nothing changes here.
The storm may roar around me, my heart may low be laid;
But God is 'round about me, and can I be dismayed?

Wherever he may guide me no want shall turn me back;
My Shepherd is beside me, and nothing can I lack.
For his wisdom is forever, sight is never dim;
He forms each endeavor; I will walk with him.

All the way my Savior leads me; what have I to ask beside?
Can I doubt his tender mercy who through life has been my guide?
Heav'nly peace, divinest comfort, here by faith in him to dwell,
For I know, whate'er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well;
For I know, whate'er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well.

Green pastures are before me, which yet I have not seen;
Bright skies will soon be o'er me, where the dark clouds have been.
My life I cannot measure, the path of life is free;
My Savior has my treasure, and he will walk with me.

My Savior has my treasure, and he will walk with me.
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Offertory                                              "Lord, I Need You"                       
10:00 a.m. service
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                   Luke 18:18-30                                                                    

18 A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

19 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
20 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, 
you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.’”

21 “All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.

22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

23 When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy. 24 Jesus 
looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
25 Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?”

27 Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.”

28 Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!”

29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or brothers 
or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of God 30 will fail to receive 
many times as much in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.”
       
   
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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   + Corey Widmer +
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your second Advent, 

When you shall establish your kingdom and put all things right. 
We cry, Maranatha! 

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our praise, 
saying: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Communion Song                "Begin, My Tongue, Some Heavenly Theme" 
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Communion Song                                "How Deep the Father's Love"
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Dean Dennis, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, 
Jack Schilthuis, Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, 
Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Malachi Mills (father, 2/27), Parker Hale (mother, 2/21), Jim and Jane Fields 
(grandson, 2/17), Kyle Tobias (2/5), Listwella Donaldson (brother, 1/27), Elizabeth 
Cole (sister, 1/16), Gloria Price (brother, 12/31), Mary Caudill (grandson, 12/2016), 
Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for persons living 
with HIV/AIDS and for their families, friends, and communities; for persons working to 
find a cure.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                    "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"   

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; 
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still; 
His Kingdom is forever.

 †  
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Commission                                                                      From Philippians 3:7, 10-11                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                   

Leader:

People:

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake 
I have lost all things. 
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the 
resurrection from the dead.

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                       "Psalm 19"                                          Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                              (Benedetto Marcello)                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                         
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Young Life. They build
relationships with high school students all over the Richmond metro area to introduce 
them to Jesus Christ and help them grow in following him.

Today we celebrate the birth of Emma Margaret Brinson, daughter of Lauren and 
Mike Brinson.  Emma was born on February 18, 2017. 

 †   

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Two New Classes Starting This Month! 
Our Real Sex class kicks off March 8 on Wednesday evenings, 6:30 p.m. in the first floor 
conference room at 500 Forest Avenue and will be taught by Corey Widmer and Charles 
Teixeira. They’ll look at God’s design for sex and why it matters. L.J. Jaworski, our mission 
pastor, will be leading a February Term follow-up class on Sunday mornings, starting 
this morning, on cultural intelligence and how we can better love our neighbors. This will 
happen at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

Women’s Ministry Morning of Service – Saturday, March 26, 9:00 a.m. – 
12:30 p.m.
Join the women of Third as we participate in service activities throughout the city. We’ll 
meet for coffee and a group devotional at the church, then break into smaller service 
groups on and off-site. There are a wide variety of options that will appeal to all. 
More information and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Kate Mendez 
(kate.g.mendez@gmail.com).

Family Ministry Pizza, Karaoke and Movie Night – Saturday, March 11, 
5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Families! Come out to this awesome night of eating pizza, doing karaoke and watching 
Zootopia together. You just need to bring a side/dessert to share, and a comfy chair or 
blanket for the movie. Sign up and learn more: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact 
Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Passover Seder Meal – Sunday, March 19, 10:00 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall 
Students 5th grade and older are invited to this special Passover Seder meal. We’ll 
re-enact a portion of the Jewish Passover meal, explaining the Old Testament origins of 
Passover, and look to the feast’s relevance for Christ followers today. Our leader is Paul 
Klassen, a messianic rabbi and Executive Director of Hope for Israel. More info: thirdrva.
org/events. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Third Emergency Medical Response Team – Recruiting Volunteers Now!
The Trustees are in the early stages of forming a medical response team of Third 
members with appropriate medical experience for possible in-house medical 
emergencies during Sunday services. Please contact Pam Douglas (pamela.douglas15@
icloud.com) or Bobbie Crowell (bobbie@nomedsforme.com) for more information or 
to help out.

Help a Missions Partner This Summer
Lyle and Diana Thomas, ministering in St. Petersburg, Russia, and their three children
(pre-teen and teen) need housing in the Richmond area from late July through 
September 2017.  Also, they will need a car, and Lyle is in the process of translating a 
book and needs editorial assistance. Contact Lyle: lyle.thomas@crmleaders.org. 

Orphan Care: Interest Meeting and Coffee – Sunday, March 12, 11:15 a.m., 
Parlor
A new group is forming at Third to advocate for the fatherless by supporting families who 
are adopting or fostering, and also to serve social workers in Third’s community. Stop by 
for coffee and learn about getting involved with this developing initiative to care for 
orphans here in Richmond and around the world. Questions? Contact Danny Avula:  
dannyavula@yahoo.com.

Monthly Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, March 7, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us for dinner (Abe Lincoln’s famous baked spaghetti!), a panel discussion, and the 
opportunity to meet the other men at Third. Percy Strickland will speak on the biblical 
support for covenant friendships and the daily practices that make this kind of 
counter-cultural friendship possible. Register ($5): thirdrva.org/events. Questions? 
Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship.  
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

New!
Loving Our Neighbor 
A 4 week class
Fellowship Hall

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

Foster and Orphan Care 
Work Group
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning for 
information on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, March 5
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101  

Monday, March 6
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 7 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
6:00 p.m. Men's dinner – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Muslim world missionary prayer and care group - meets at the home of Laurie 
                 Chalifoux, 10801 Whitaker Woods Rd., Richmond, 23238, 543-0361

Wednesday, March 8 
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, March 9
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, March 10
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: March 19, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here 

to learn more about Third! 
 
SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


