
Sunday | March 13, 2016

THE LORD OF THE STORM
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

“As a mother stills her child,
thou canst hush the ocean wild;
boisterous waves obey thy will,

when thou sayest to them, “Be still!”
Wondrous sovereign of the sea,

Jesus, Savior, pilot me.”
 Edward Hopper
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                “Lift High the Cross” – Jeff Hummel 
                                                      (Donald Busarow)                                                                                                                  

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation                                                                                                   

Leader:   Almighty God, you alone can bring into order 
    the unruly wills and affections of sinners: 
    Grant your people grace to love what you command 
    and desire what you promise; 
    that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, 
    our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found;
    through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
    who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
    one God, now and for ever. Amen.
All:          Amen. 

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 
         
       Call to Worship                                                                                   From Psalm 89     

Leader: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
Let us praise your faithfulness in the gathering of your people.

People: O Lord God Almighty, who is like you?
You are mighty, O Lord, and your faithfulness surrounds you.

Leader: You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise, you still them! 

People: The heavens are yours, the earth is yours also;
The world and all that is in it, you have founded them.

All: Praise be to the Lord, forever and ever!
 
                                                                                                   
       The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    
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Opening Prayer 
 

  Hymns/Songs of Praise      

                                           “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” – #2 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                                                         
             “Doxology”                                    

Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim
The power and might of His great Name;
Let us exalt on bended knee.
Praise God, the Holy Trinity.

Praise to the King, His throne transcends;
His crown and Kingdom never end.
Now and throughout eternity
I’ll praise the One Who died for me.

Amen.

                                                                                                              
                                             “Indescribable” 
                                        (See music on following page.) 

                                                                                                      

 †    
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INDESCRIBABLE
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                       

All: Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. 

Silent Confession                                                                                                                            

Song of Confession                       “Create in Me a Clean Heart” – Sanctuary Choir                                    
                  (Mueller)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

Create in me a clean heart, O God!
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Words of Comfort and Assurance                                     Titus 3:4-7 (The Message)

Leader: Listen to this beautiful word of truth, dear sisters, dear brothers.
When God, our kind and loving Savior God, stepped in,
he saved us!
It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with it.
He gave us a good bath,
and we came out of it new people, 
washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit.
Our Savior Jesus poured out new life so generously.
God’s gift has restored our relationship with him and given us back our lives.
And there’s more life to come — an eternity of life!
You can count on this.

All:  Thanks be to God!

 † Greeting of Peace 
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for Together for Tanzania and Third board members Betsy Pollard and Louise Ingold, 
partnering with national leaders to train future leaders, expand the outreach of the church, 
and provide educational and medical support.

Musical Offering                                                                                                    “Great I Am”

I wanna be close, close to Your side,
So Heaven is real, and death is a lie;
I wanna hear voices of angels above
Singing as one.

Holy, holy, holy, holy,
God Almighty, great I Am;
Who is worthy, none beside Thee,
God Almighty, great I Am.

I wanna be near, near to Your heart,
Loving the world, hating the dark;
I wanna see dry bones living again,
Singing as one.

The mountains shake before You,
The demons run and flee,
At the mention of Your name, King of majesty;
There is no pow’r in hell or any who can stand
Before the power and the Presence of the great I Am,
The great I Am.

Words and Music: Jared Anderson
© 2011 Integrity Worship Music ; CCLI License # 706798
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                     Luke 8:22-25                                                                          

22 One day Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side of the lake.” 
So they got into a boat and set out. 23 As they sailed, he fell asleep. A squall came 
down on the lake, so that the boat was being swamped, and they were in great 
danger.

24 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!”

He got up and rebuked the wind and the raging waters; the storm subsided, and all 
was calm. 25 “Where is your faith?” he asked his disciples.

In fear and amazement they asked one another, “Who is this? He commands even 
the winds and the water, and they obey him.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

THE LORD OF THE STORM 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
   

Notes:
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JESUS, SAVIOR, PILOT ME
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
Leader: King Jesus, you speak and the winds and the raging waves obey you.  We see 

the storms of hate and violence that rage in our world, we see the storms of 
fear and rebellion that rage in our own lives.  Increase our faith so that when 
the storms threaten to overwhelm us we trust in your control over all things, 
seen and unseen. Thank you for your promise that you will never leave us or 
forsake us.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Merciful Father, we pray for the Church, your people that you send into 

the world.  We thank you for opportunities to be humble and faithful 
kingdom-bringers in every field of culture and work.  We pray for those 
participating in Jobs for Life in Richmond, that many will be encouraged and 
empowered as they seek good jobs.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, we thank you that you are always at work in people’s lives, even 

when they don’t know it.  We pray for our neighbors and all those who live 
and work near this church building.  We pray for those among them who 
suffer, for those who are afraid and uncertain, for those who are hurt and 
disappointed, for those who recognize your goodness in their lives every day.  
Bless and protect them.  May they recognize your presence and may we 
recognize the opportunities you give us to share your love with them.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Charles Ellison, Susan Godfrey, Mark Koontz, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy 
Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen 
Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Pam 
Rambo

For Comfort 
Deaths – John Dean, Gayle Mellis, Jessica Cochrane (wife, mother and grandmother June 
Dean, 3/7), Ann Kooiman (grandson, 3/5), Jack Martin (brother, 3/2), Jim Olson (mother, 
2/13), Steve Middleton (father, 2/6), Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for emergency response personnel and all 
emergency room staff. For hospitals, nursing homes, and hospice programs; and for persons 
diagnosed with terminal illness.

For Our Nation and the World – Zimbabwe
1)  Zimbabwe is in economic chaos, corrupt, mismanaged, devastated by disease, with high 
unemployment and millions in poverty.  Many schools and universities, as well as some 
hospitals, are closed.  Leaders in health care, business, agriculture, education and the church 
have fled the country.  Pray God will raise up wise and honest leaders to restore this broken 
nation.

2)  AIDS-related illnesses take more than 2,000 lives per week and have left over 1 million 
orphans.  Pray that the church will show compassionate leadership in addressing the physical 
and economic suffering wrought by AIDS and effective education to stem its spread.

3)  Lift up the church, which is the primary provider of care for orphans and the impoverished.  
Pray for strength for Christian workers, that they may not grow weary in doing good 
(Galatians 6:9).  Pray for ministries to young people and students in life skills, leadership, 
spiritual development and hope in Jesus for their futures.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                         “How Firm a Foundation” – #612 in the Hymnal                                                                       
      
Commission                                                                             From Hebrews 6:18-20                                                                                                        
Leader: As we go into a world of tempests and storms, take strong hold of Jesus Christ 

our hope, and be encouraged.
All: We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure until 

the end.

 Benediction     

Postlude                                              “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” – Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                                               (J.S. Bach) 

                                                                   
                                                                                             

SERVICE NOTES 
Lent is the 40-day season leading up to Good Friday and Easter in which we 
focus in a special way on the suffering of Jesus for our sin and brokenness. The piece on the 
table below the cross was created by church member and artist Debi Berg, and it represents 
our journey through Lent to Easter. The barren branch speaks of our need for fullness of life, 
and the nest hearkens to hope beyond ourselves. 

After the service, elders are available at the front left of the Sanctuary if you desire prayer 
for healing, for direction, to begin or renew your relationship with Jesus Christ, or any other 
need. 

A celebration of June Dean’s life will be held in the Sanctuary on Monday, March 14 at 
12 noon. A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the service. 
 

 †  

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Officer Nominations – Accepting Nominations through March 13
The 2016 Nominating Committee wishes to invite members of Third Church to nominate 
candidates for the offices of elder, deacon and trustee. Nomination forms can be found 
throughout the church, and online at thirdrva.org/leadership-and-staff. Please return 
completed forms to the church office or email them to Jim Ingold (jvingold@yahoo.com). 

Preparing Your Child for Communion – Sunday, March 20, 10:00 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall
Is your child ready to take communion?  Rick Hutton will talk to parents and their children 
about the meaning of communion and how to know when your child is ready.  This class is 
for parents and their children to attend together. Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org).

Youth Life Foundation – Looking for Summer Interns! 
Youth Life, an after-school program that seeks the academic and spiritual health of the 
Northside, is accepting applications (through May 1) for summer interns to work with our 
students: K-5th, Middle School/High School. For more info, please email: mentor@ylfr.org 
and visit our intern page at www.ylfr.org. 

Common Good Justice Panel: Wednesday, March 23, 7 p.m., McGuire Woods 
Offices 
Come hear Justice Mims of the Virginia Supreme Court speak on his personal story of coming 
to learn the meaning of justice, and on what it means to foster justice in our communities. 
Other Richmonders will provide varying perspectives on how their work in Richmond seeks to 
promote the common good of justice. For more information, visit www.commongoodrva.com.  

Women’s Ministry Morning of Service: April 16, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
We’ll meet for coffee and a group devotional at the church, then break into smaller service 
groups on and off-site. There are a wide variety of options from serving existing mission 
partners to some non-profits and local groups. Sign up online (thirdrva.org/registrations) 
or pick up a form from around the church.

Weekly Prayer and Communion Service: Sundays, 8:00 a.m., Room 101
Each Sunday we hold a weekly gathering of prayer for our congregation and other prayer 
needs that may arise. This is also a time to receive healing prayer. Communion is also served 
on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th (and 5th) Sundays. Please join us next week. 



NEWS & EVENTS  

Easter Lilies – Available for Order
If you’d like to order an Easter lily to enhance worship on Easter Sunday, please contact 
Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 101). Each plant will be $12 
and can be taken home after Easter worship. Please note whether your lily is in memory or 
honor of someone in particular. Deadline for orders: Friday, March 18.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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HOLY WEEK
Experiences and fellowship at Third Church leading to Easter Sunday. 

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 19, 11:00 a.m. 
Families with children ages kindergarten and younger are invited to the Olmsteds’ farm 
(1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot) to search for eggs and hear the story of Jesus’ last 
week on earth. Bring a picnic lunch to share with your family. Please register online. 
Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org). 

Maundy Thursday Worship: Thursday, March 24, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for this special worship service in the style of Tenebrae, with gradual extinguishing 
of candles, accompanied by music, readings, and the sacrament of Communion. 
Childcare provided for kindergarten and younger. 

Good Friday: Friday, March 25, 12:00 p.m. 
A brief worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a Lenten lunch ($5) in the Fellowship 
Hall. Childcare available for kindergarten and younger during the worship service
(12:00-12:30 p.m.).

Journey to the Cross: Friday, March 25, 1:00–8:00 p.m. 
A personal experience of Jesus’ final hours. A multi-sensory journey where you will be 
guided to the cross by scripture and artistic presentations. 

Easter Sunday: March 27 
Services: 8:00, 9:15, 10:30 and 11:45 a.m. 
Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
Celebrate the risen King in the Sanctuary! 
Each service will conclude with Handel’s “Hallelujah” Chorus. Check with your class 
leaders for whether or not your Adult Discipleship class will convene on Easter Sunday. 
Children and youth Sunday School will continue as scheduled at 10:30 a.m. 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Our Adult Discipleship classes have resumed. If you haven’t already, check out one of our 
classes to get plugged in and meet more folks at Third. All classes run from 10:00–11:00 a.m. 
throughout our main church building and our office building (next door, 500 Forest Ave.)

Young Adult Community     A Study of the Book of Luke 
Room 215      Room 213 

Sermon Chat      A Study of Hebrews
Room 207      Room 101 

Marriage Fellowship    Where is God in the Business 
Room 209       and Busyness of Life?
       Room 217
Grace and Addiction
Love and spirituality in the healing of addictions.
500 Forest Ave, Room 109

If you want more information, have any questions about the classes, or want to get in touch 
with the leaders, visit www.thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org). 

SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Stop by the Fellowship Hall from 9:45–11:30 a.m. for Blanchard’s coffee, snacks, and an 
opportunity to meet folks at Third or learn more about getting involved. 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. service - Sunday school for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, March 13
8:00 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. El Salvador Mission trip video – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 209 
12:45 p.m. Deacons’ Hospitality team training – Sanctuary 

Monday, March 14
12:00 p.m. Memorial service for June Dean with reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Endowment dinner and meeting – Vault room and Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Monthly evening study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room101   

Tuesday, March 15
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “Breathe” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Monthly dinner group – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, March 16
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:30 p.m. Refresh group – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 17
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, March 18
8:30 a.m. Europe prayer and care group meeting – meets in Carolyn Oakley’s home, 2710 Old 
Point Drive, 23233, 937-6564. 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer rooms – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


