
Luke’s Lenten Lessons 
Through 

Jesus’ Galilee Ministry 



What is Lent? 

 

Lent came out of the Catholic faith to 
encourage believers to experience a period 
of Spiritual preparation and to grow closer 

to God in preparing for Easter. 

 

 
Interesting note: the Hebrew word SHALOM has 
multiple meanings. One of the meanings is “to 
grow spiritually closer to God.” 



Jesus’ Galilee Ministry 

• Jesus spent 40 days in the Wilderness preparing for his  
spiritual growth needed in his ministry. 

 

• Jesus’ Galilee Ministry was three years. 

 

• To understand the Lenten Lessons in Luke, we need to 
review Jesus’ Galilee Ministry. 



Jesus’ Galilee Ministry 





Galilean Ministry and Revelations 

• Demonstrated a New Way 

• Through Words and Deeds 

• Points to Salvation and the Coming Kingdom 

• Empowered by the Holy Spirit 

• Ministered with power 

• Exhorted people to Repent, Forgive, and Love your neighbor 

• Reached out to Gentiles 

• Preached to the Poor 



Role of Repentance 

• John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

• Urges people to prepare their hearts for the Messiah 

• Luke 3: 3-6 {from Isaiah 40:3-5} 
“And he went into all the region around the Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins. As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying: 

‘A voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare the way for the Lord, make His paths            straight. Every  
valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall be made straight 
and the rough ways smooth.’ 

And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 

“ALL FLESH”: Luke is stressing the universal scope of the Gospel. 

 



The Baptism Experience 

• Luke 3:21 “When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.’ “ 

 

 

 





The Wilderness Experience 

• Luke 4: 1-2 “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Holy Spirit into the 
Wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the 
end of them he was hungry.” 



Mount of Temptation 





Mount of Temptation—outside of Jericho 



Why the Wilderness Experience? 

• With whom would the Jews associate the Wilderness Experience? 

• From the Wilderness to Nazareth….why? What did he do in Nazareth? 

• Jesus’ Aliyah 

• The chazan (community leader) unrolls the Scroll to the day’s reading: Isaiah 61:1-2 and because it was 
an acceptable practice, Jesus tacked on Isaiah 58:6. Readers were allowed to skip material when 
reading the Prophets.  

• “The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 
has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

• Then Jesus rolled up the scroll, gave it to the attendant, and sat down: that’s the way they teach and 
answer questions.  

• “The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. He began the lesson by saying to them. 
‘Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’ 

• The crowd was amazed with his teachings and gracious words…even amazed that this was Joseph’s 
son! 



Continuing Jesus’ Aliyah: 

• Luke 4:23-27 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ 
Truly I tell you,’ he continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his hometown. I assure you that there were many 
widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe 
famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elijah the prophet, yet not one of 
them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 



How Did The People React to Jesus? 

• Luke 4: 28-30 “All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard him read this. They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to 
throw him off the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.” 

 



A View from Mount Precipice 







Overlooking Nazareth 



Capernaum: Center of Jesus’ Ministry 

More than a seaside fishing village, 
Capernaum’s location was ideal for a point 
of disseminating the Gospel. Names after 
the Prophet Nahum, it was a center in a 
heavily populated region with a bicultural 
flavor. On the one hand, there were 
numerous synagogues in the Galilean region 
including one in Capernaum with an 
fermented Jewish religious life. On the other 
hand, Hellenism, a pervasive culture with its 
potent paganism thrived in the region with a 
lifestyle that influenced manners, dress, 
architecture, and political institutions. 

Villages in Galilee were close together, and rumors 
spread rapidly. 



Mission at Capernaum and surrounding areas: Healing to demonstrate his power and authority as the Son 
of Man. What he declared in Nazareth in his Aliyah, he showed in his healing of the centurion’s servant, 
healing Peter’s mother-in-law, healing of the paralytic man, dining with the tax collector, healing of a 
nobleman’s son, and healing a man with leprosy. Despite the fact that his ministry was centered here, the 
people of Capernaum did not follow him. Jesus put a curse on this city predicting its ruin (Luke 10:15). 

Capernaum: the most important city on 
the northern shore of Galilee. Probably 
was a city founded after the exile…not 
mentioned in the Hebrew Bible. 
 
Center of the Roman system of taxation. 
 
This is where he selected his disciples 
Simon, Andrew, James, and John.  



Lessons from the Mount of Beatitudes 
• Jesus’ profound Sermon on the Mount was a reflection of Jewish biblical and ancient Jewish 

Beatitudes. What he expressed was that blessings were with a person who behaved in a certain 
way. It was behavior that Jesus addressed in many of his parables and expressions. The Beatitudes 
was an ethical call for one to remember that the Father is merciful and cares for everyone in the 
world. 

• “Poor in Spirit” is a Hebrew idiom for admitting one’s spiritual inadequacy. 

• “Love your enemies” was a major tenet of his teachings. Jewish teaching was God has the 
ultimate vindication. 

• “Turn the other cheek” was based on the Hebrew practice that the striker could be taken to court 
and fined for this offense. 

• His eschatological promise that God’s Kingdom makes a difference. “The first will be last, the least 
will be first.” 

• Bottom line: Emunah (Faith) in God is what saves us. 

 

 



Mount of Beatitudes 



Reaching Beyond Cultural Boundaries 

• Magdala: birth place or home of Mary Magdalene, among the many women who 
followed Jesus. He is believed to have preached at the synagogue in Magdala. 



TABGHA: Multiplication 

• Where Jesus blessed the food and fed the five thousand. 

• Lesson: When we face challenges that expose our limitations, Jesus wants us to 
remember that he gives sufficiency out of his own ‘good treasure’—he’s rich in it! 

 



Galilean Ministry & Revelations of Jesus: 

• There is a New Way. 

• Initiated a Emunah (Faith) Movement looking for the Messiah, the Kingdom of 
God, and Redemption by focusing on Eschatological  promises and personal 
transformation. 

• Used Wilderness and Exodus Experiences to Connect with the Jews. 

• Modeled how to reach out to other cultures and share the Gospel. 



Luke’s Lenten Lessons:  

• Luke 4:1-13 “Temptations”: Focus on the Mount of Temptation was solely on Jesus. The Wilderness was a 
time of testing—just as it was for Moses and the Israelites. LESSON: We saw the human side of Jesus. 

• Luke 9:28-36 “The Transfiguration”: Not sure if it was Mount Hermon or Mount Tabor. Why go to the 
Mountain? Jesus always went to the mountains to pray. It’s a subtle reminder of Moses on Mount Sinai and 
the Exodus….Remembrance and Redemption….fundamental premises in Judaism. Jesus was not abandoning 
Judaism but interpreting it, which all rabbis are to do, but Jesus had the ultimate authority. Jesus appears in 
glory with Moses and Elijah (see Malachi 4:5-6). The three disciples where to be encouraged by this. A voice 
from the cloud spoke: “This is my Son. Listen to him.” LESSON: Listen to the words that come from Heaven. 

• Luke 13: 1-9: “Jesus and the Crowds”: The Blood of the Galileans in Jerusalem? Jesus reacted to the tragic 
deaths of Pilate’s soldiers and the fate of those in the fall of a tower. Like Isaiah and Hosea, Jesus calls for 
repentance and salvation by using the Parable of the Fig Tree. “Barrenness symbolizes people’s failure to live 
out the live God wants us to live. Yet God gives us mercy again and again. LESSON: Remember Repentance 
and Forgiveness. 

• Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 “Jesus and His Critics: The Prodigal Son: Jesus addresses his opponents and critics. He 
challenges every conventional picture they have of God. He condemns their hypocrisy. LESSON: Does our 
image of God identify with the God Jesus proclaims. 

 

 



Faith: Emunah 

• The Hebrew word “emun” speaks of that which is sure, solid, and true. 

• Faith is a very solid thing. It isn’t wishful thinking or unrealistic hoping.  

• Faith is linked to that which is rock solid….the truth. 

• Faith is steadfast, established, stable, and steady. 

• Faith causes you to become strong. 

• Amen is related to Faith—it means ‘it’s true’, I agree, yes. 

• Faith is to give your Amen to God’s emun. 

• Take a word from the Word of God today (and not just during Lent) and give your strongest Amen, 
the total yes of your heart, soul, mind, and will! 

 

 



Role of the Holy Spirit 

• Genesis 1: 1-2 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters.” 

 

• The Spirit of God—the Holy Spirit in Hebrew is Ruach HaKodesh. 

 

• Ezekiel writes in 43:2 “…and the Almighty’s voice was like the sound of many waters” 

 



• IN PSALM 121:8, THE LORD TELLS US, “I WILL BE WITH YOU IN YOUR COMING 
AND GOING.” 

 

• IF  THE SPIRIT OF GOD CAN HOVER OVER THE WATERS, SURELY THE SPIRIT OF 
GOD IS WITH US AS WE WALK IN HIS FAITH. 

 

• Remember what Ezekiel said, “…and the Almighty’s voice was like the sound of 
many waters.” 

 



• In closing, I want to share with you a 3-second sound bite of the headwaters of the Jordan River I 
recorded near Mount Hermon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


