
Luke’s Travel Narrative of 
Jesus’ Journey from Galilee 

to Jerusalem 

“So that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.” 

Luke 1: 4 (NIV) 



Connecting the 

dots….WHY IS JESUS 
GOING TO 
JERUSALEM? 
 
 

Luke 9: 51 
John 7: 2 



Connecting the dots… 

WHAT IS THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES (SUKKOT)? 

Booths 
or  
Tents 



FEAST OF TABERNACLES  or BOOTHS (SUKKOT) 

• 7th Festival Commanded in the Torah—Leviticus 23 

• 3rd Festival Requiring Pilgrimage of the Jews to come 
to the Temple 

• 8 days—9 days in the DIASPORA 

• Final Festival in the Jewish Calendar 

• Last Blowing of the Trumpet in the Jewish Calendar—
symbolic of a King’s coronation; 

• Tents  (Booths) to Remember the Wilderness; 

• Ingathering of Harvest; 

• Last day of Sukkot—meeting of the assembly of the 
men; 

 

 



Connecting the dots…Sukkot is a significant Festival : Judeans, Galileans and 
Jews from the Diaspora Come to Jerusalem. 

John 7: 10-14 (NASB) Jesus Decides to go up to Jerusalem, 
Starts to teach and uses the traditional Scriptures read 
during Sukkot—Zechariah 14 and Ezekiel 47: 

 
 

10. But when His brothers had gone up to the feast, then He Himself also 
went up, but not publicly, but as if, in secret. 

11. So the Jews were seeking Him at the feast and were saying, “Where is 
He?” 

12. There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some 
were saying, “He is a good man; others were saying, “No, on the contrary 
He leads the people astray.” 

13. Yet no one was speaking openly of Him for fear of the Jews.  
14. But when it was now the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the 

temple, and began to teach. 
 
(Jews in these verses is a reference to the Pharisees.) 
 
 

 
 
 



Connecting the Dots….JESUS HAD ALREADY AGGRAVATED THE 
RULING RELIGIOUS LEADERS—Pharisees; 

• Forgave an adulteress; 

• Healed a blind man on the Sabbath (Shabbat); 

• Performed an exorcist—drove out a demon; 

• Healed a bleeding woman; 

• Resurrected a dead girl; 

• Invoked the phrase Living Waters; 

• Used the I AM phrase; 

• Now, N’tilat-yadayim: before the meal (Luke 
11:38) 

 

 



Connecting the dots…Six Woes—Terse Words by Jesus were some of 
his most bitter/confrontational / argumentative denunciations of the 
Pharisees and the Scribes. 

PHARISEES: from the Hebrew dialect, Aramaic, meaning 
“Separated one”; religious leaders in the synagogues; 
responsible for teaching tenets of Judaism; rabbis; 

 

3 Woes (expression of grievous distress, affliction, 
trouble; exclamation of lamentation; 

• Misplaced virtue 

• Pride / vanity 

• Misleading of others 

 



Connecting the dots…Scribes 

• Scribes: copyists/writers of the rabbis’ commentaries 
and rulings on the Scripture; 

• Spent time documenting the minute points made by 
the rabbis in their commentaries on the Oral Torah 
and the Scripture—thus, they became recognized 
authorities.  

• Sometimes called “lawyers”; 

 

 



Connecting the dots…Jesus’ 3 Woes to the Scribes 
Luke 11: 45-52 NIV 
 
45. One of the experts in the law, answered him, “Teacher, when you say these things, you insult 

us also.” 
46. Jesus replied, ‘And you experts in the law, woe to you, because you load people down with 

burdens they can hardly carry, and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them.’ 
47. ‘Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it was your forefathers who killed 

them.’ 
48. ‘So you testify that you approve of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you 

build their tombs.’ 
49. ‘Because of this, God in His wisdom said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, some of 

whom they will kill and others they will persecute.’ 
50. Therefore, this generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that has 

been shed since the beginning of the world, 
51. From the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the 

sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all. 
52. ‘Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the key to knowledge. You 

yourselves have not entered, and you have hindered those who were entering.” 
53. When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose him fiercely 

and to besiege him with questions, 
54. Waiting to catch him in something he might say.” 



Connecting the dots…Jesus’ 3 Woes to the Scribes 

Luke 11: 45-54 The Message 
 
45. ‘Teacher, do you realize that in saying these things you’re insulting us?’ 
46. He said, “Yes, and I can be even more explicit. You’re hopeless, you religion scholars! You load 

people down with rules and regulations, nearly breaking their backs, but never lift even a 
finger to help. 

47. You’re hopeless! You build tombs for the prophets your ancestors killed. 
48. The tombs you build are monuments to your murdering ancestors more than to the murdered 

prophets. 
49. That accounts for God’s wisdom saying, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, but they’ll kill 

them and run them off.’ 
50. What it means is that every drop of righteous blood ever spilled from the time earth began 

until now, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was struck down between 
altar and sanctuary, is on your heads. 

51. Yes, it’s on the bill of this generation and this generation will pay. 
52 . You’re hopeless, you religion scholars! You took the key of knowledge, but instead of unlocking 

doors, you locked them. You won’t go in yourself, and won’t let anyone else in either.” 
53. As soon as Jesus left the table, the religion scholars and Pharisees went into a rage. They went 

over and over everything he said, 
54. Plotting how they could trap him in something from his own mouth. 
 


