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“So That You May Know the Certainty of 
the Things You Have Been Taught” 

The Gospel of Luke 



Group Discussion 
 

Richmond has had its share of dramatic weather recently.  Are 
you a weather geek (if you know what “12z ECMWF” means, 

you’re a weather geek) or do you just need to know whether to 
put on a coat or take your umbrella with you? 



Luke 12:49-59 (NIV) 
49 “I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  50 
But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under until it is completed!  
51 Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.  52 From 
now on there will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 
and two against three.  53 They will be divided, father against son and son against 
father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”  

54 He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you 
say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does.  55 And when the south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s 
going to be hot,’ and it is.  56 Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of 
the earth and the sky. How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?  

57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right?  58 As you are going with your 
adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, or your adversary 
may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer 
throw you into prison.  59 I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last 
penny.” 



Luke 12: 49-59 (MSG) 
49 "I've come to start a fire on this earth - how I wish it were blazing right now!  50 I've come 
to change everything, turn everything rightside up - how I long for it to be finished!  51 Do 
you think I came to smooth things over and make everything nice? Not so. I've come to 
disrupt and confront!  52 From now on, when you find five in a house, it will be - Three 
against two, and two against three;  53 Father against son, and son against father; Mother 
against daughter, and daughter against mother; Mother-in-law against bride, and bride 
against mother-in-law."  

54 Then he turned to the crowd: "When you see clouds coming in from the west, you say, 
'Storm's coming' - and you're right.  55 And when the wind comes out of the south, you say, 
'This'll be a hot one' - and you're right.  56 Frauds! You know how to tell a change in the 
weather, so don't tell me you can't tell a change in the season, the God-season we're in right 
now.  

57 "You don't have to be a genius to understand these things. Just use your common sense,  
58 the kind you'd use if, while being taken to court, you decided to settle up with your 
accuser on the way, knowing that if the case went to the judge you'd probably go to jail 59 
and pay every last penny of the fine. That's the kind of decision I'm asking you to make."  

 



http://scpeanutgallery.com/2013/03/14/morning-reading-luke-12-49-59-nlt-divisions/ 



Fire 

http://erh.noaa.gov/okx/okxfirewx.html http://openwalls.com/image?id=6684 

http://imgarcade.com/1/house-on-fire-inside/ https://www.pinterest.com/pin/134615476335748688/ 



Fire in the Old Testament 

• Fire is closely linked with the presence and the power of God. 

• Fire is often used, either symbolically or literally, as an instrument of divine 
wrath, exercised against sinners, both Israelites and Gentiles. 

• Biblical prophecy speaks of “fire” as yet to come, brought by God against 
sinners, both Gentiles and Jews.  

• The future fire of divine judgment is closely linked with the coming of 
Messiah. 

• At the outset of Jesus’ ministry, John the Baptist spoke of the coming Messiah 
as bringing fire (Luke 3:16- John the Baptist- “I baptize you with water.  But 
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”) 

 
Bob Deffenbaugh, Bible.org, “Consequences of Christ’s Coming,” https://bible.org/seriespage/45-consequences-christs-coming-luke-1249-59 

 



Jesus Came to Bring Division 

 

• We are in the middle of a long section of Luke where Jesus is 
ministering in and around Jerusalem.  Where have we seen Jesus’ 
ministry bringing about division (in Luke or other Gospels)? 

• Where do we see Jesus creating divisions in our homes, our community, 
our nation and our world today? 

• What is the cost of division, then and now? 

• What will you do when following Jesus means a choice between Jesus 
and family/friends/community? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://carolinasnalc.org/2015/05/30/may-30-2015/ 

 



Signs They’d Already Seen 
• Lk 4:35- “But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent and come out of him!’ And when the 

demon had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no 
harm.“ 

•  Lk 4:38-39- “And [Jesus] arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s house. Now 
Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf.  
And he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and 
began to serve them.”  

• Lk 5:4-6- “And when [Jesus] had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.’  And Simon answered, ‘Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.’  And when they had done this, they 
enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking.” 

• Lk 5:12-13 “While [Jesus] was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And 
when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, ‘Lord, if you will, you can make me 
clean.’ And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, ‘I will; be clean.’ And 
immediately the leprosy left him.” Lk 5:12-13 “While [Jesus] was in one of the cities, there 
came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, 
‘Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.’ And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched 
him, saying, ‘I will; be clean.’ And immediately the leprosy left him.”  
 



• Lk 6:10- “And after looking around at them all [Jesus] said to him, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ 
And he did so, and his hand was restored.” 

• Lk 7:9-10- “When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that 
followed him, said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.’ And when those 
who had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant well.” 

• Lk 7:14-15- “Then [Jesus] came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he 
said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’  And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and 
Jesus gave him to his mother.” 

• Lk 8:24- “And [the disciples] went and woke [Jesus], saying, ‘Master, Master, we are 
perishing!’ And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and 
there was a calm.” 

• Lk 8:43-44- “And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and 
though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone.  She 
came up behind [Jesus] and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her 
discharge of blood ceased.” 

 



Everyone Must Settle Their Spiritual 
Debts with God 

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” – Paul, Romans 6:23  

• “The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we 
ever dared believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and 
accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.”  - Timothy Keller, 
The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with the 
Wisdom of God 



 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/203436108137869685/ 


