
Dying to inherit, 
Killing to possess 

the vineyard parable and the beloved, 
rejected stone of Luke 20:9-19 



Luke 20:9-19 
9He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to 
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. 10When the season came, he 
sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce 
of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  
11Next he sent another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away 
empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third; this one also they wounded and threw out.  
 

13Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect him.” 14But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it 
among themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance 
may be ours.” 15So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will 
the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.’  
 
When they heard this, they said, ‘Heaven forbid!’ 17But he looked at them and said, 
‘What then does this text mean: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone”?  
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.’  
19When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against 
them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the people. 



Three winding paths to track: the 
story, the Scriptures, the soul 

1) Story (the narrative present):  

• Jesus as the beloved son, sent by the owner of the vineyard  

• Jerusalem leadership, both Jewish and Roman, as the wicked tenants (”Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you”— Luke 13:34) 

• God as the owner (or “Lord”) of the vineyard 

• Dying to inherit, killing to possess 

 

2) Scriptures: vineyards and stones (past) 

• Isaiah 5:1-7 and 8:11-14 

• Psalm 118 

• Daniel 2 

 

3) Soul (awaiting Jesus’ Advent, post-resurrection) 

• the desire to kill (or take by force, whether through aggression, talent, or self-assertion) and 
possess, rather than submit and finally, inherit as possession, as co-heirs with Jesus (”all that 
is mine is yours,” as Jesus brings us in to share his inheritance; see Luke 15:31; Romans 8:17) 

• Misdirected fear 



Luke 20:9-19 
9He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to 
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. 10When the season came, he 
sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce 
of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  
11Next he sent another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away 
empty-handed. 12And he sent yet a third; this one also they wounded and threw out.  
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among themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance 
may be ours.” 15So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will 
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‘What then does this text mean: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone”?  
18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.’  
19When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against 
them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the people. 



Sending the beloved son 

• Jesus’ parable of tenants: Luke 19:13: “What shall I do? I 
will send my beloved son… (ton huion mou ton agapēton) 

 
• Jesus’ baptism: Luke 3:22: “You are my beloved son; with 

you I am well pleased.” (ho huios mou ho agapētos) 
 
• Abraham sacrificing Isaac: Gen 22:2: “And he said, take 

your beloved son, whom you love… (ton huion sou ton 
agapēton, hon ēgapēsas;) 

 
• God to his beloved through a prophet: Isaiah 5:1: Now I will 

sing to [my] beloved a song of my beloved concerning my 
vineyard.  [My] beloved had a vineyard… (tou agapētou) 
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Isaiah 5:1-7: The song of the vineyard 

1Let me sing for my beloved 
   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard 
   on a very fertile hill.  
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, 
   and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, 
   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
he expected it to yield grapes, 
   but it yielded wild grapes.  
 
 
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
   and people of Judah, 
judge between me 
   and my vineyard.  
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard 
   that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, 
   why did it yield wild grapes?  
 
 
 

5 And now I will tell you 
   what I will do to my vineyard. 
I will remove its hedge, 
   and it shall be devoured; 
I will break down its wall, 
   and it shall be trampled down.  
6 I will make it a waste; 
   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 
   and it shall be overgrown with briers and 
thorns; 
I will also command the clouds 
   that they rain no rain upon it.  
 
 
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 
   is the house of Israel, 
and the people of Judah 
   are his pleasant planting; 
he expected justice (mishpat; משפט), 
   but saw bloodshed (mishpach; משפח); 
righteousness, (tzedakah; צדקה) 
   but heard a cry! (tze-aqah; צעקה) 
 



Luke 20:9-19 
9He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to 
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. 10When the season came, he 
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As an individual, you embody the tenant; 
take your own soul as the place of 

deliberation among leadership in the 
parable  

 

• What is the most tempting thing for you to 
strive to possess? 

• How do you deliberate on what you should 
actually do next in your own life? 



The son is the stone: ben, ʾeben 

• Psalm 118: sung by pilgrims on the way up to 
Jerusalem for Passover festival 

• Isaiah 8:11-15 

• Daniel 2:31-35, 44 

• See also 1 Peter 2 



Luke 20:9-19 
9He began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard, and leased it to 
tenants, and went to another country for a long time. 10When the season came, he 
sent a slave to the tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce 
of the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed.  
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13Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect him.” 14But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it 
among themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance 
may be ours.” 15So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will 
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Psalm 118: builders, sons, stone  
(bonʾm, banʾm, eʾben) 

1 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
   his steadfast love endures for ever!  […] 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
   and have become my salvation (yeshuʿa).  
22 The stone (ʾeben) that the builders (bonʾm) rejected 
   has become the chief cornerstone.  
23 This is the LORD’s doing; 
   it is marvelous in our eyes.  
24 This is the day that the LORD has made; 
   let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
25 Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! 
   O LORD, we beseech you, give us success!  
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
   We bless you from the house of the LORD. [see Luke 19:38] 



“The risen Christ is not the acceptable Christ; 
rather, it is in all the ways that he differs from us 
that he calls us to the transformations of 
repentance that answer God’s deed in him.” 

    -James Luther Mays 
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Isaiah 8:11-15: Immanuel (God with us) 

11 For the Lord spoke thus to me while his hand was 
strong upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way 
of this people, saying: 12Do not call conspiracy all that 
this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what it 
fears, or be in dread. 13But the Lord of hosts, him you 
shall regard as holy; let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread. 14He will become a sanctuary, a stone one 
strikes against; for both houses of Israel he will become a 
rock one stumbles over—a trap and a snare for the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 15And many among them shall 
stumble; they shall fall and be broken; they shall be 
snared and taken. 



Daniel 2: King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: 
the smashing stone (ʾeben) that becomes a 

mountain 
31 ‘You were looking, O king, and lo! there was a great statue. This statue was 
huge, its brilliance extraordinary; it was standing before you, and its 
appearance was frightening. 32The head of that statue was of fine gold, its 
chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, 33its legs of iron, its 
feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34As you looked on, a stone was cut out, 
not by human hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 
broke them in pieces. 35Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the 
gold, were all broken in pieces and became like the chaff of the summer 
threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them 
could be found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great 
mountain and filled the whole earth. […] 
 
44And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that 
shall never be destroyed, nor shall this kingdom be left to another people. It 
shall crush all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand 
for ever. 



1 Peter 2 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in scripture: 
‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
   a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’  
7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the very head of the corner’,  
8and 
‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
   and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 



Luke 20:9-19 
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11Next he sent another slave; that one also they beat and insulted and sent away 
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perhaps they will respect him.” 14But when the tenants saw him, they discussed it 
among themselves and said, “This is the heir; let us kill him so that the inheritance 
may be ours.” 15So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will 
the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and destroy those tenants and 
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When they heard this, they said, ‘Heaven forbid!’ 17But he looked at them and said, 
‘What then does this text mean: 
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18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.’  
19When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable against 
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Three winding paths to track: the 
story, the Scriptures, the soul 

1) Story (the narrative present):  

• Jesus as the beloved son, sent by the owner of the vineyard  

• Jerusalem leadership, both Jewish and Roman, as the wicked tenants (”Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you”— Luke 13:34) 

• God as the owner (or “Lord”) of the vineyard 

• Dying to inherit, killing to possess 

 

2) Scriptures: vineyards and stones (past) 

• Isaiah 5:1-7 and 8:11-14 

• Psalm 118 

• Daniel 2 

 

3) Soul (awaiting Jesus’ Advent, post-resurrection) 

• the desire to kill (or take by force, whether through aggression, talent, or self-assertion) and 
possess, rather than submit and finally, inherit as possession, as co-heirs with Jesus (”all that 
is mine is yours,” as Jesus brings us in to share his inheritance; see Luke 15:31; Romans 8:17) 

• Dying to inherit, killing to possess 



Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (Augustine’s 
mentor, 4th century AD) 

“The people of Christ then is correctly named a vineyard, either 
because the sign of the cross is woven on its forehead or its fruit is 
gathered in the last season of the year.  It may also be called a vineyard 
because there is equal measurement in the church of God for rich and 
poor, humble and powerful, servants and masters.  There is no 
difference in the church, as in all the rows of the vineyard.   
As the vine clings to trees, so the body is joined to the soul and the 
soul to the body.  When the vine clings, it is raised up.  When it is 
pruned, it is not diminished, but it increases.  The people of God is 
stripped when it is bound, uplifted when it is humbled, crowned when 
it is cut back.  The tender shoot cut from an old tree is grafted onto the 
progeny of another root.  When the scars of the old shoot are cut 
away, the people of God likewise grow into the wood of the cross.  It is 
as if they are cherished in the arms of a pious parent.” 

-Exposition on the Gospel of Luke 


