
House of Prayer, Den of Robbers: 
Old Notes in a New Instrument 

Jesus prepares and names the Temple  

Luke 19:45-48 



House of Prayer 

• Has there been a time when you have 
experienced being truly present in a “house of 
prayer” (either in conjunction with or distinct 
from a house of worship, sacrifice, or refuge)? 

• Have you experienced “a house of prayer” in 
or outside church?  At Third (or not)? 

 



 



Three points 

1. Scripture: House of prayer, den of robbers: 
Luke 19:45-48 in light of Jesus’ prophetic 
forebears– Isaiah and Jeremiah 

2. Theology: Jesus’ body as threatened and 
sacrificed temple 

3. Application: how might we experience God’s 
house of prayer as Jesus has readied it for us? 

 



Jesus prepares and names the Temple  

Jesus confronts the money changers in all four 
gospels. 

 

1. Matthew 21:12-17 

2. Mark 11:15-19 

3. Luke 19:45-48 

4. John 2:13-16 



Luke 19:45-48 

45Then he entered the temple and began to drive 
out those who were selling things there; 46and he 
said, ‘It is written, 
“My house shall be a house of prayer”; 
   but you have made it a den of robbers.’ 
47Every day he was teaching in the temple. The 
chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the 
people kept looking for a way to kill him;48but they 
did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people were spellbound by what they heard. 

 



Luke 19:45-48 
45Then he entered the temple 
and began to drive out those who 
were selling things there; 46and 
he said, ‘It is written, 
 
“My house shall be a house 
of prayer”; 
   but you have made it a den 
of robbers.’ 
 
47Every day he was teaching in 
the temple. The chief priests, the 
scribes, and the leaders of the 
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Mark 11:15b-19 

15bAnd he entered the temple and 
began to drive out those who were 
selling and those who were buying in 
the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the 
seats of those who sold doves; 16and 
he would not allow anyone to carry 
anything through the temple. 17He was 
teaching and saying, ‘Is it not written, 
 
“My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all the nations”? 
   But you have made it a den 
of robbers.’  
 
18And when the chief priests and the 
scribes heard it, they kept looking for a 
way to kill him; for they were afraid of 
him, because the whole crowd was 
spellbound by his teaching. 19And 
when evening came, Jesus and his 
disciples went out of the city. 
 



 



 



Luke 19:45-48 

45Then he entered the temple and began to drive 
out those who were selling things there; 46and he 
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“My house shall be a house of prayer”; 
   but you have made it a den of robbers.’ 
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Luke 19:45-48 

• Does it affect how you view your experiences 
of a “house of prayer”?   

• Does it have meaning for what we’re doing 
here at Third this morning?   

• Is this warning or comfort? 

 



Debussy’s “Passapied” by way of  
the Punch Brothers 

• https://youtu.be/q-X6ZzOhVVE 



Luke 19:45-48 

45Then he entered the temple and began to drive 
out those who were selling things there; 46and he 
said, ‘It is written, 
“My house shall be a house of prayer”; 
   but you have made it a den of robbers.’ 
47Every day he was teaching in the temple. The 
chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the 
people kept looking for a way to kill him;48but they 
did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people were spellbound by what they heard. 

 



A musical interlude 

Jesus is the great music director, the conductor 
with full command of what resonates in the past 
for the sake of the fractured present and the 
consummated future. 

 



Isaiah 56:1-8 
1Thus says the LORD: 
   Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
   and my deliverance be revealed.  
 
2 Happy is the mortal who does this, 
   the one who holds it fast, 
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, 
   and refrains from doing any evil.  
 
3 Do not let the foreigner joined to the LORD say, 
   ‘The LORD will surely separate me from his 
people’; 
and do not let the eunuch say, 
   ‘I am just a dry tree.’  
4 For thus says the LORD: 
To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, 
   who choose the things that please me 
   and hold fast my covenant,  
5 I will give, in my house and within my walls, 
   a monument and a name 
   better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name 
   that shall not be cut off.  
 
 
 

6 And the foreigners who join themselves to 
the LORD, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of 
the LORD, 
   and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
   and hold fast my covenant—  
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
   will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
   for all peoples.  
8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
   besides those already gathered.  
 



Isaiah 56:7: house of prayer 

“For my house shall be called a house of prayer 
for all peoples.” 

 

Literal Hebrew word order:  

“for my house, house of prayer is called for all peoples.” 

 

העמים-תפלה יקרא לכל-כי ביתי בית  



Isaiah 56:5: yad vashem 

I will give, in my house and within my walls, 
   a monument and a name (yad vashem) 
   better than sons and daughters (banim and 
banoth); 
I will give them an everlasting name 
   that shall not be cut off 



Isaiah 56:1-8 
1Thus says the LORD: 
   Maintain justice, and do what is right, 
for soon my salvation will come, 
   and my deliverance be revealed.  
 
2 Happy is the mortal who does this, 
   the one who holds it fast, 
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, 
   and refrains from doing any evil.  
 
3 Do not let the foreigner joined to the LORD say, 
   ‘The LORD will surely separate me from his 
people’; 
and do not let the eunuch say, 
   ‘I am just a dry tree.’  
4 For thus says the LORD: 
To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, 
   who choose the things that please me 
   and hold fast my covenant,  
5 I will give, in my house and within my walls, 
   a monument and a name 
   better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name 
   that shall not be cut off.  
 
 
 

6 And the foreigners who join themselves to 
the LORD, 
   to minister to him, to love the name of 
the LORD, 
   and to be his servants, 
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, 
   and hold fast my covenant—  
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices 
   will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
   for all peoples.  
8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
I will gather others to them 
   besides those already gathered.  
 



Yad Vashem:  
The Valley of the Communities: 

https://youtu.be/cf19--JrmyI 
 



Yad Vashem (יד ושם) 

 



Yad Vashem: 
 Children’s Memorial 

 



Yad Vashem: Corrie ten Boom 
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2 Happy is the mortal who does this, 
   the one who holds it fast, 
who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, 
   and refrains from doing any evil.  
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Luke 19:45-48  
Isaiah 56:1-8 

• Does it affect how you view your experiences 
of a “house of prayer”?   

• Does it have meaning for what we’re doing 
here at Third this morning?   

• Is this warning or comfort? 
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Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon- 7:1-11  
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2Stand in the gate of 
the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of 
the LORD, all you people of Judah, you that enter these gates to worship 
the LORD. 3Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways 
and your doings, and let me dwell with you in this place. 4Do not trust in 
these deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of 
the LORD, the temple of the LORD.’ 
5For if you truly amend your ways and your doings, if you truly act justly 
one with another, 6if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the 
widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after 
other gods to your own hurt, 7then I will dwell with you in this place, in 
the land that I gave of old to your ancestors for ever and ever. 
8Here you are, trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 9Will you steal, 
murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go 
after other gods that you have not known, 10and then come and stand 
before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are 
safe!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? 11 A den of 
robbers?!?– is that what this house, which is called by my name, has 
become in your sight?  Look here– I’m the one doing the watching, says 
the LORD.  
 



Jeremiah 7:11- a den of robbers 

11 “A den of robbers?!?– is that what this house, 
which is called by my name, has become in your 
sight?  Look here– I’m the one doing the 
watching,” says the LORD.  
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Luke 19:45-48  
Isaiah 56:1-8 

Jeremiah 7:1-11 

• Does it affect how you view your experiences 
of a “house of prayer”?   

• Does it have meaning for what we’re doing 
here at Third this morning?   

• Is this warning or comfort? 

 



Jesus as Temple 

Matthew 26: before Caiaphas 
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took 
him to Caiaphas… […] 59Now the chief 
priests and the whole council were 
looking for false testimony against 
Jesus so that they might put him to 
death, 60but they found none, though 
many false witnesses came forward. At 
last two came forward 61and said, 
‘This fellow said, “I am able to destroy 
the temple of God and to build it in 
three days.” ’ 62The high priest stood 
up and said, ‘Have you no answer? 
What is it that they testify against 
you?’ 63But Jesus was silent. Then the 
high priest said to him, ‘I put you under 
oath before the living God, tell us if you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.’ 

Mark 15: mocked in (sacrificial) 
death 
29Those who passed by derided him, 
shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! 
You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, 30save 
yourself, and come down from the 
cross!’ 31In the same way the chief 
priests, along with the scribes, were 
also mocking him among themselves 
and saying, ‘He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. 32Let the 
Messiah, the King of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, so that we 
may see and believe.’ Those who 
were crucified with him also taunted 
him. 



John 2:13-22 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves, and the money-changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip 
of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and 
the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, 
‘Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
market-place!’  
17His disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house 
will consume me.’18The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 
show us for doing this?’19Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.’ 20The Jews then said, ‘This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it 
up in three days?’21But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word 
that Jesus had spoken. 
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