
Kingdoms in wait: the parable of 
the pounds 

Luke 19:11-27 



Jesus and Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was 
there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was 
rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of 
the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So 
he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. 5When Jesus came to 
the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.’ 6So he 
hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who saw it 
began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of 
one who is a sinner.’ 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the 
Lord, ‘Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I give to the poor; 
and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I pay back four 
times as much.’ 9Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has 
come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For 
the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’ 



Luke 19:11-12a Parable of the pounds 
introduction 

11As they were listening to this, he went on to 
tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, 
and because they supposed that the kingdom of 
God was to appear immediately. 12Therefore he 
said… 



Theological preface (spoiler alert!) 

God in Christ can leverage the unexpected to his 
own glory, whether in the shamed reality of an 
executed king or the commonplace calculation 
of an executing one.  

 



Luke 19:12b-21 
‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself 
and then return. 13He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten 
pounds, and said to them, “Do business with these until I come 
back.” 14But the citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation 
after him, saying, “We do not want this man to rule over us.”  
15When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered these 
slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he 
might find out what they had gained by trading.16The first came 
forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds.” 17He 
said to him, “Well done, good slave! Because you have been 
trustworthy in a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.” 18Then the 
second came, saying, “Lord, your pound has made five pounds.” 19He 
said to him, “And you, rule over five cities.”  
20Then the other came, saying, “Lord, here is your pound. I wrapped it 
up in a piece of cloth,21for I was afraid of you, because you are a 
severe man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did 
not sow.”  



Luke 19:22-27 
22He said to him, “I will judge you by your own words, you 
wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a severe man, 
taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not 
sow? 23Why then did you not put my money into the 
bank? Then when I returned, I could have collected it 
with interest.”  
24He said to the bystanders, “Take the pound from him 
and give it to the one who has ten pounds.” 25(And they 
said to him, “Lord, he has ten pounds!”) 26“I tell you, to all 
those who have, more will be given; but from those who 
have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 2 

7But as for these enemies of mine who did not want me 
to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter 
them in my presence.” ’ 
 



Politics as usual: Herod the Great and 
Archelaus 

• 40 BC Herod the Great comes to power and 
executes 45 of the elite of Jerusalem as 
political opponents 

• 4 BC, H. the G. dies, and his son Archelaus 
comes to power–his reign is nasty, brutish and 
short (ends 6 AD) 



Matthew 25:14-30: parable of the 
talents 

14 ‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away.16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, 
and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 
talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master’s money.  
 
19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one 
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed 
over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.”21His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23His master said to 
him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 
in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  
 
24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you 
were a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;25so I 
was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26But his master 
replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 
where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my 
return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it 
to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this 
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 



Luke 19:11-27 
11As they were listening to this, he went on to tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 12So he said,  
 
‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself and then return. 13He summoned 
ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to them, “Do business with these until I come 
back.” 14But the citizens of his country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, “We do not 
want this man to rule over us.” 15When he returned, having received royal power, he ordered these 
slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be summoned so that he might find out what they had 
gained by trading.16The first came forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made ten more 
pounds.” 17He said to him, “Well done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in a very small 
thing, take charge of ten cities.” 18Then the second came, saying, “Lord, your pound has made five 
pounds.” 19He said to him, “And you, rule over five cities.” 20Then the other came, saying, “Lord, here is 
your pound. I wrapped it up in a piece of cloth,21for I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man; 
you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.”  
 
22He said to him, “I will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave! You knew, did you, that I was a 
severe man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23Why then did you not put 
my money into the bank? Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.” 24He said to the 
bystanders, “Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has ten pounds.” 25(And they said to 
him, “Lord, he has ten pounds!”) 26“I tell you, to all those who have, more will be given; but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27But as for these enemies of mine who did 
not want me to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in my presence.” ’ 



Dr. Brisson and the two rules of the 
universe 

• First rule of the universe: bother me enough 
and I'll kill you. 

• Second rule of the universe: dead things stay 
dead. 

 

Christ shattered the second rule, when it seems 
the first would be the one to go after. 

 



God in Christ can leverage the unexpected to his 
own glory, whether in the shamed reality of an 
executed king or the commonplace calculation 
of an executing one.  

 



Dr. Brisson, again 

God has the full range of emotions, but the 
divine will to seek, redeem, restore, feed, and 
bring home never changes. This is the God who 
will not leave us, but will not dance for us. 

 


