
Luke 18: two rich rulers—materially 
spiritual eyes and the ministry of 

loss  



A Gentile and a Jew walk into a 
scriptorium… 

• Luke, the most prolific author of the NT, has 
been pressing us to see Jesus’ orientation 
toward the poor, toward tangible sacrifice in 
the service of others. 

• Paul, the second-most prolific author in the 
NT, writes intensely practical and theological 
letters, often about the nature of Christ’s 
identity and what this means for fractious 
communities of his early followers. 



The rich ruler (Luke 18:18-30) 
18A certain ruler asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?’ 19Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. 20You know the commandments: “You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honor 
your father and mother.” ’ 21He replied, ‘I have kept all these since my 
youth.’ 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, ‘There is still one thing 
lacking. Sell all that you own and distribute the money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’  
 

23But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich. 24Jesus looked 
at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
 
26 Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ 27He replied, ‘What is 
impossible for mortals is possible for God.’ 
 
28 Then Peter said, ‘Look, we have left our homes and followed you.’29And he 
said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or wife or 
brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will 
not get back very much more in this age, and in the age to come eternal life.’  
 



The great Christ hymn (Philippians 2) 
 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to cling to,  
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  
 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  



Two points 

• Jesus is bringing us to meet him and each 
other with materially spiritual eyes. (Luke’s 
Gospel) 

• Jesus does not cling to the most 
incomprehensibly awesome thing imaginable, 
but instead brings everything that is his to 
material loss and humiliation. (Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians) 
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Not merely renunciation and asceticism; 
rather, for the sake of the poor.  Four 

reasons (Joel Green) 

1. Biblical concern for the poor (Exod 23:11; Lev 19) 

2. “Participation in the orientation of Jesus’ Spirit-
anointed ministry” toward marginalized, destitute, 
and those without honor or status (see Jesus’ mission 
statement, 4:18-19) 

3. Rejection of give-and-take system of honor and 
reciprocity to build stature in community (parable of 
the banquet, 14:15-24) 

4. Identification with Jesus, “who possesses no home 
and for whom hospitality is never assured” (9:58) 
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Mary’s Song (ch. 1): an OT inspired 
hymn 

46 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,  
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 



Jesus’ mission statement (ch. 4): OT reading and 
interpretation 

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, 
and a report about him spread through all the surrounding 
country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone. 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He 
stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:  
 
18  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
   for he has anointed me; 
 To preach good news to the poor he has sent me: 
  To proclaim for the captives release, 
   and to the blind sight; 
  To send forth the oppressed in release; 
19  To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat 
down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he 
began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing.’  



  Woe to the wealthy (ch. 6): prophetic  
    instruction from Jesus 
‘Blessed [are] the poor, 
   for God’s kingdom belongs to you.  
 21 Blessed [are] the hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 
  Blessed [are] the ones who weep now, 
     for you will laugh. 
   22 Blessed are you when people hate you, and when 
   they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
   account of the Son of Man. 23Rejoice on that day and 
   leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
   for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.  
 
24 But woe to you who are rich, 
   for you have received your consolation.  
 25 ‘Woe to you who are full now, 
    for you will be hungry. 
‘  Woe to you who are laughing now, 
    for you will mourn and weep. 
   26 Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is 
   what their ancestors did to the false prophets.’ 



Sell your stuff; give it away (chs. 12; 14) 

• 12:32-34: 32Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is 
your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief 
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 
• 14:33: So therefore, none of you can become my 

disciple if you do not give up all your 
possessions. 



A vision of hell from the wrong side of 
the chasm (ch. 16) 

19 ‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor 
man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his 
hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would 
come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by 
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 
buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 
“Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip 
of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these 
flames.” 25But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your 
lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides 
all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that 
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no 
one can cross from there to us.”  



Rich ruler (ch. 18) 

• Three responses to Jesus’ call to sell 
everything and follow him 

– Deep sadness from the rich man 

– Flabbergasted confusion from the crowd of 
pilgrims and onlookers 

– Reassurance sought (and received) from the 
disciples 
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Three responses to Jesus’ command to “Sell all that you own 
and distribute the money to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  
 

 

1. The Ruler:  23But when he heard this, he became sad; for he was very rich.  
 

[Jesus’ response]: 24Jesus looked at him and said, ‘How hard it is for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.’ 
 
2. The crowd: 26 Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’  
 

[Jesus’ response:] 27He replied, ‘What is impossible for mortals is possible for 
God.’ 
 
3. The Disciples: 28 Then Peter said, ‘Look, we have left our homes and 
followed you.’ 
 

[Jesus’ response:] 29And he said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who 
has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the 
kingdom of God, 30who will not get back very much more in this age, and in 
the age to come eternal life.’  
 



How about some day-to-day 
relevance? 

• How does this apply to material life?   

• Is this about spiritual commitment that transcends and 
nullifies questions of physical wealth?   

• What about numbers, practicalities, the real world? 

 

Luke’s Gospel has an app(lication) for that, and it directly 
follows the rich ruler.  Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus is 
implicitly repentant, religious, and spiritual, but explicitly 
tied to money, numbers, restitution, and the social 
leverage he has been exercising over people through his 
own status. 



Jesus and Zacchaeus (19:1-10) 

1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there 
named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. 3He was 
trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that 
way. 5When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house 
today.’ 6So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7All who 
saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one 
who is a sinner.’ 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, 
half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have 
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’  
9Then Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house, 
because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to 
seek out and to save the lost.’ 
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Jesus foresees his suffering one more 
time (18:31-34) 

31Then he took the twelve aside and said to them, 
‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 
that is written about the Son of Man by the 
prophets will be accomplished. 32For he will be 
handed over to the Gentiles; and he will be mocked 
and insulted and spat upon. 33After they have 
flogged him, they will kill him, and on the third day 
he will rise again.’ 34But they understood nothing 
about all these things; in fact, what he said was 
hidden from them, and they did not grasp what was 
said. 



Jesus heals the beggar near Jericho 
(18:35-43) 

35As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging. 36When he heard a crowd going by, he 
asked what was happening. 37They told him, ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by.’ 38Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!’ 39Those who were in front sternly 
ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more loudly, 
‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ 40Jesus stood still and 
ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came 
near, he asked him,41‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He 
said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’42Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your 
sight; your faith has saved you.’43Immediately he regained his 
sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people, 
when they saw it, praised God. 


