
Luke 18:1-8: the tenacious 
widow 



An outline of Luke in folk-style lyrics 

I. Jesus growin’ up (birth and baptism, chs. 1-3) 

II. Ridin’ around (Galilee, chs. 4-9) 

III. Drivin’ up (travel narrative, chs. 9-19)  

IV. A prophet’s town (Jerusalem, chs. 19-24) 

 

 

 

 



Luke 8:1-8: the tenacious widow 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and 
not to lose heart. 2He said,  
‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to 
him and saying, “Grant me justice against the one who has treated me 
unjustly.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though 
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5because this widow 
keeps pummeling me, I will grant her justice; otherwise she will keep 
coming and give me a black eye.’  
6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not 
God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he in fact 
find faith on earth?’ 



Context for tenacious widow: Luke 
17:20-25, 31-37 

20Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was 
coming, and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things 
that can be observed; 21nor will they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!” 
For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.’ 
 
22Then he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23They will say 
to you, “Look there!” or “Look here!” Do not go, do not set off in 
pursuit. 24For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to 
the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day. 25But first he must endure 
much suffering and be rejected by this generation. […] 
 
31On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house must 
not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not 
turn back. 32Remember Lot’s wife.33Those who try to make their life secure 
will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it. 34I tell you, on that night 
there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. 35There will 
be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other 
left.’ 37Then they asked him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, ‘Where the 
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’ 



Context for tenacious widow: Luke 
17:20-37 

20 Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and 
he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be 
observed; 21nor will they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!” For, in fact, the 
kingdom of God is among you.’ 
 
22 Then he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming when you will long to see one 
of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23They will say to you, “Look 
there!” or “Look here!” Do not go, do not set off in pursuit. 24For as the lightning 
flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in 
his day. 25But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this 
generation. 26Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son 
of Man—27eating, drinking, marrying, being given in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them. 28Likewise, just as it 
was in the days of Lot: were eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, building, 29but 
on the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur from heaven and destroyed 
all of them 30—it will be like that on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. 31On that 
day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house must not come down 
to take them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn back. 32Remember 
Lot’s wife.33Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but those who lose 
their life will keep it. 34I tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other left. 35There will be two women grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and the other left.’ 37Then they asked him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, 
‘Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.’ 
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‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to 
him and saying, “Grant me justice against the one who has treated me 
unjustly.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though 
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5because this widow 
keeps pummeling me, I will grant her justice; otherwise she will keep 
coming and give me a black eye.’  
6And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not 
God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant 
justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he in fact 
find faith on earth?’ 



The coming kingdom and the coming 
Son of Man 

17:20-21: Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees 
when the kingdom of God was coming, and he 
answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming 
with things that can be observed…. [it is] among 
you. 

… 

18:8: I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to 
them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he in fact find faith on earth?’ 

 



Three points for Luke 8:1-8 

• The widow’s tenacity 

• Reaching for God in the everyday life of 
parables 

• The Son of Man as the true judge (the perfect 
opposite of this unjust one) 
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Luke 2:37: Anna in the Temple, night 
and day praying 

She never left the temple but worshiped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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The Night Won’t Seem to End (La Nuit 
N'en Finit Plus) 

When I'm not sleeping 
The night drags on 
The night won't seem to end 
And I wait for something to come 
But I don't know who I don't know what 
I want to love, I want to live 
Despite the emptiness of all this time passed 
Of all this wasted time 
And of all this lost time 
To think that there are so many beings on the earth 
Who like me tonight are alone 
It's sad to the point of death 
What a senseless world 
I would like to sleep and not think anymore 
I light a cigarette 
I have dark ideas in my mind 
And the night seems so long, so long, so long 
In the distance sometimes I hear the sound of footsteps 
Someone coming 
But it all fades and then it's silent 
The night will then never end 
 

 



Two Days, One Night 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLA_fovLifw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLA_fovLifw


Psalm 31:1-8 
To the leader. A Psalm of David. 
1 In you, O LORD, I seek refuge; 
   do not let me ever be put to shame; 
   in your righteousness deliver me.  
2 Incline your ear to me; 
   rescue me speedily. 
Be a rock of refuge for me, 
   a strong fortress to save me.  
3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; 
   for your name’s sake lead me and guide me,  
4 take me out of the net that is hidden for me, 
   for you are my refuge.  
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit; 
   you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.  
6 You hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, 
   but as for me, I trust in the LORD.  
 
7 I will exult and rejoice in your steadfast love, 
   because you have seen my affliction; 
   you have taken heed of my adversities,  
8 and have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; 
   you have set my feet in a broad place.  
 

• vv. 1-6a: plea for help 
• v. 6b: trust 
• v. 7-8: thanksgiving 



Psalm 31:9 
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
   my eye wastes away from grief, 
   my soul and body also.  
10 For my life is spent with sorrow, 
   and my years with sighing; 
my strength fails because of my misery, 
   and my bones waste away.  
11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries, 
   a horror to my neighbours, 
an object of dread to my acquaintances; 
   those who see me in the street flee from me.  
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
   I have become like a broken vessel.  
13 For I hear the whispering of many— 
   terror all around!— 
as they scheme together against me, 
   as they plot to take my life.  
 
14 But as for me, I trust in you, O LORD; 
   I say, ‘You are my God.’  
15 My times are in your hand; 
   deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors.  
16 Let your face shine upon your servant; 
   save me in your steadfast love.  
17 Do not let me be put to shame, O LORD, 
   for I call on you; 
let the wicked be put to shame; 
   let them go dumbfounded to Sheol.  
18 Let the lying lips be stilled 
   that speak insolently against the righteous 
   with pride and contempt.  
 

19 O how abundant is your goodness 
   that you have laid up for those who fear you, 
and accomplished for those who take refuge in you, 
   in the sight of everyone!  
20 In the shelter of your presence you hide them 
   from human plots; 
you hold them safe under your shelter 
   from contentious tongues.  
 
21 Blessed be the LORD, 
   for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to 
me 
   when I was beset as a city under siege.  
22 I had said in my alarm, 
   ‘I am driven far from your sight.’ 
But you heard my supplications 
   when I cried out to you for help.  
 
23 Love the LORD, all you his saints. 
   The LORD preserves the faithful, 
   but abundantly repays the one who acts haughtily.  
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage, 
   all you who wait for the LORD. 
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Two judges: unjust and just 

• Not fearing (revering) God vs. one with the 
Father 

• No respect for other people vs. laying down 
your life for your friends 

• Relenting in the face of repetition and threat 
vs. the resolve of asking for the cup to pass, 
accepting it, all while praying alone when your 
friends fail you 



A question 

A question for everyone—where can you persist 
and be tenacious as if you were the object 
lesson of a parable of Jesus’ like this one? 

 



Jesus’ final question in Luke 18:8 and a 
possible answer 

“In order to answer affirmatively, the reader 
must be ready to profess a faith like that of the 
persistent widow who demands justice and the 
pious widow who prays night and day.” (1 
Timothy 5:5; Luke 2:37) 

-R. Alan Culpepper 

 


