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“So That You May Know the Certainty of 
the Things You Have Been Taught” 

The Gospel of Luke 



Group Discussion 
 

 

For what are you most thankful this 
Thanksgiving weekend? 



Luke 11:37-44 (NIV) 
 

 

 

37 When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and 
reclined at the table.  
38 But the Pharisee, noticing that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised.  
39 Then the Lord said to him, "Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and dish, 
but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  
40 You foolish people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside also?  
41 But give what is inside [the dish] to the poor, and everything will be clean for you.  
42 Woe to you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of 
garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have practiced the latter 
without leaving the former undone.  
43 Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues and 
greetings in the marketplaces.  
44 Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing 
it."  



Luke 11:37-44 (MSG) 
• 37 When he finished that talk, a Pharisee asked him to dinner. He entered his house and sat right 

down at the table.  

• 38 The Pharisee was shocked and somewhat offended when he saw that Jesus didn't wash up before 
the meal.  

• 39 But the Master said to him, "I know you Pharisees burnish the surface of your cups and plates so 
they sparkle in the sun, but I also know your insides are maggoty with greed and secret evil.  

• 40 Stupid Pharisees! Didn't the One who made the outside also make the inside?  

• 41 Turn both your pockets and your hearts inside out and give generously to the poor; then your lives 
will be clean, not just your dishes and your hands.  

• 42 I've had it with you! You're hopeless, you Pharisees! Frauds! You keep meticulous account books, 
tithing on every nickel and dime you get, but manage to find loopholes for getting around basic 
matters of justice and God's love. Careful bookkeeping is commendable, but the basics are required.  

• 43 You're hopeless, you Pharisees! Frauds! You love sitting at the head table at church dinners, love 
preening yourselves in the radiance of public flattery.  

• 44 Frauds! You're just like unmarked graves: People walk over that nice, grassy surface, never 
suspecting the rot and corruption that is six feet under."  

 



Condemnation 

Jesus first condemns the Pharisees for hypocrisy: 

they clean the outside but the inside is full of “greed 
and wickedness.” 

 

Cure = “give what is inside the dish to the poor and 
everything will be clean for you” 



What’s a “Woe”? 

 

A cry for God’s just judgment in light of an 
action that deserves a divine response 
 



First 3 Woes 

 

(1) Misplaced virtue (v. 42)- compare David’s heart in 
Psalm 51;  

(2) Pride/vanity (v. 43);  and 

(3) Misleading of others (v. 44). 
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