
Words and Bodies 

Luke 11:14-32, part II 



Three initial responses to healing in 
verses 14-16 

1. Amazement 

2. Questioning of the source of his power 
(Beelzebul vs. God’s kingdom) last week 

3. Demand for a sign from heaven 



Luke 11:14-26 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone out, the 
one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But some of them 
said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’ 16Others, to test 
him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided 
against itself becomes a desert, with household against household. 18If Satan also is 
divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the 
demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your 
exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger 
of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When 
a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in which 
he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and 
whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
 
24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless 
regions looking for a resting-place, but not finding any, it says, “I will return to my 
house from which I came.” 25When it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26Then 
it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and live 
there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.’ 



Luke 11:27-32 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and 
said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that 
nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!’ 
29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This generation 
is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to the 
people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. 31The 
queen of the South will rise at the judgement with the people of this 
generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of 
the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something 
greater than Solomon is here! 32The people of Nineveh will rise up at 
the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they 
repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater 
than Jonah is here! 
 



Words and Bodies 

• Bodies embodying the people whom God 
created (from the image of God):  
– children of Eve (humanity as a whole) and  

– children of Leah, Bilhah, Zilpah, and Rachel (Israel) 

 

• Words embodying the traditions (from God’s 
speech): The Scriptures 
– the “sign of Jonah” and the Ninevites 

– The wisdom of Solomon and the recognition of the 
queen of the south 

 



Luke 11:27-28 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the 
crowd raised her voice and said to him, ‘Blessed 
is the womb that bore you and the breasts that 
nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of God and keep it!’ 



Luke 11:27-28 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her 
voice and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and 
the breasts that nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of God and keep it!’ 
---------------------- 

Luke 8:19-21 
19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they 
could not reach him because of the crowd. 20And he was told, 
‘Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting 
to see you.’ 21But he said to them, ‘My mother and my 
brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it.’  
 



Luke 1:35-45: Mary and Elizabeth 

35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ […] 
41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of 
my Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. 45And blessed is she who 
believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her 
by the Lord.’ 



Luke 2:279-35: Simeon and Mary 

27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,  
29 ‘Now, master, you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being 
said about him. 34-35Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed —indeed, a sword will cut 
through your (singular, Mary’s) very life—so that the calculations of 
many hearts will be revealed.” 



Luke 11:27-28 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the 
crowd raised her voice and said to him, ‘Blessed 
is the womb that bore you and the breasts that 
nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of God and keep it!’ 



Words and Bodies 

• Bodies embodying the people whom God 
created (from the image of God):  
– children of Eve (humanity as a whole) and  

– children of Leah, Bilhah, Zilpah, and Rachel (Israel) 

 

• Words embodying the traditions (from God’s 
speech): The Scriptures 
– the “sign of Jonah” and the Ninevites 

– The wisdom of Solomon and the recognition of the 
queen of the south 

 



“According to your word” 

Greek: kata to rhēma sou (κατα το ρημα σου) 
Hebrew: kidbārekā (כדברך) 

 
Luke 1-2 

• Luke 1:38 (Mary): Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word  

• Luke 2:29 (Simeon) ‘Now, master, you are dismissing your 
servant in peace, according to your word 

 
Psalm 119  

• v. 9: How can young people keep their way pure? 
   By guarding it according to your word. 

• v. 65: You have dealt well with your servant, 
   O LORD, according to your word. 

• See also vv. 25, 28, 107, 169. 



Simeon in Luke 2: Jesus as ‘sign’ 

34-35Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be opposed —indeed, a sword 
will cut through your very life—so that the 
calculations of many hearts will be revealed.” 

 



“The sign of Jonah” 

Luke 11:29-30, 32 
29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This generation is an evil 
generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of 
Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man 
will be to this generation. […] 32The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgement 
with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of 
Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here! 
 

Matthew 12:38-41 
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher, we wish to see a sign 
from you.’ 39But he answered them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, 
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40For just as Jonah 
was for three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days 
and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 41The people of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because 
they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is 
here!  



Luke 11:27-32 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and 
said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that 
nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!’ 
29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This generation 
is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to the 
people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. 31The 
queen of the South will rise at the judgement with the people of this 
generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of 
the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something 
greater than Solomon is here! 32The people of Nineveh will rise up at 
the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they 
repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater 
than Jonah is here! 
 



Queen of the South (“Sheba”) and 
Solomon: 1 Kings 10 (2 Chronicles 9) 

29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This 
generation is an evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah 
became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man 
will be to this generation. 31The queen of the South will rise 
at the judgement with the people of this generation and 
condemn them, because she came from the ends of the 
earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, 
something greater than Solomon is here! 32The people of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgement with this generation and 
condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of 
Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here! 
 



Words and Bodies 

• Bodies embodying the people of God’s creating (from the image of God):  
– children of Eve (humanity as a whole) and  
– children of Leah, Bilhah, Zilpah, and Rachel (Israel) 

 
• Words embodying the traditions (from God’s mind): The Scriptures 

– the “sign of Jonah” and the Ninevites 
– The wisdom of Solomon and the recognition of the queen of the south 

 
 

• Hearing and observing the word of God, the body of God 
– Fulfillment of prophecy as moment where words fill bodies (reality of words 

and reality of bodies turn out to be the same) 
– Speaking the word as the reforming of bodies (repentance) 
– Jesus’ body, “according to his [God’s] word.” 

 



14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone out, the one who had 
been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by 
Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against itself becomes 
a desert, with household against household. 18If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his 
kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast out the demons by 
Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by 
the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When a 
strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one stronger than he 
attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his 
plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
 
24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for 
a resting-place, but not finding any, it says, “I will return to my house from which I came.” 25When it 
comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the first.’ 
 
27While he was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, ‘Blessed is the womb 
that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the 
word of God and keep it!’ 
 
29 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30For just as Jonah became a sign to the 
people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation. 31The queen of the South will rise at 
the judgement with the people of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends 
of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is 
here! 32The people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgement with this generation and condemn it, 
because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah is here! 
 



Luke 11:24-26: The returning unclean 
spirit (the ‘prodigal’ demon?) 

24 ‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a 
person, it wanders through waterless regions 
looking for a resting-place, but not finding any, it 
says, “I will return to my house from which I 
came.” 25When it comes, it finds it swept and 
put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven 
other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter 
and live there; and the last state of that person 
is worse than the first.’ 



Matthew 12:38-42: sign of Jonah and 
queen of the south 

38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, 
‘Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.’ 39But he answered 
them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but 
no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah. 40For just as Jonah was for three days and three nights 
in the belly of the sea monster, so for three days and three 
nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 41The 
people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgement with this 
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the 
proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than Jonah 
is here! 42The queen of the South will rise up at the judgement 
with this generation and condemn it, because she came from 
the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and 
see, something greater than Solomon is here! 


