
The stronger one and the spring 
of his strength 

Luke 11:14-28 



Luke 11:14-23 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone 
out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But 
some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom 
divided against itself becomes a desert, with household against 
household. 18If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast 
out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast 
out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in 
which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against 
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 



Three initial responses to healing in vv. 
14-16 

1. Amazement 

2. Questioning of the source of his power 
(Beelzebul) 

3. Demand for a sign from heaven 



Luke 11:14-23 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone 
out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But 
some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom 
divided against itself becomes a desert, with household against 
household. 18If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast 
out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast 
out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in 
which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against 
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 



The Book of Exodus and Jesus’ source 
of power 

Twin tent poles 

1. The escape from Egypt (chs. 1-15) 

1. “the finger of God” (Exodus 8:15) 

2. The giving of the Law at Sinai (ch. 19 forward) 

1. “if you obey my voice and keep my covenant” 
(Exodus 19:5) 



The strong man and the stronger 

• Primary reading: Satan as the strong man, 
Jesus as the stronger–saving consolation for 
the lost, the wounded, the incomplete 

• Secondary reading: cycles of human 
domination when our life is disenchanted and 
drained of Christ– a weary wisdom reflection 
on human nature, to chill and to chasten 



Luke 11:14-23 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone 
out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But 
some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom 
divided against itself becomes a desert, with household against 
household. 18If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast 
out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast 
out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in 
which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against 
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 



Exodus 8: the plague of gnats 

• 16Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to Aaron, “Stretch 
out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, so that it 
may become gnats throughout the whole land of 
Egypt.” ’ 17And they did so; Aaron stretched out his 
hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, 
and gnats came on humans and animals alike; all the 
dust of the earth turned into gnats throughout the 
whole land of Egypt. 18The magicians tried to produce 
gnats by their secret arts, but they could not. There 
were gnats on both humans and animals. 19And the 
magicians said to Pharaoh, ‘This is the finger of God!’ 
But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not 
listen to them, just as the LORD had said. 



Luke 11:17-23 

17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, 
‘Every kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, with 
household against household. 18If Satan also is divided against 
himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast 
out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast out the demons 
by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of 
God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his 
castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one stronger than 
he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor 
in which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not 
with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. 



Luke 11:27-28 

27While he was saying this, a woman in the 
crowd raised her voice and said to him, ‘Blessed 
is the womb that bore you and the breasts that 
nursed you!’ 28But he said, ‘Blessed rather are 
those who hear (akouō) the word of God and 
keep (phulassō) it!’ 



Exodus 19: arriving at Sinai, preparing 
for the gift of God’s words 

 4You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 
how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought 
you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you listen 
carefully to my voice and keep my covenant, 
you shall be my treasured possession out of all 
the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is 
mine, 6but you shall be for me a priestly 
kingdom and a holy nation. These are the words 
that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 



Akouō: to hear/listen/obey 
Phulassō: to keep/guard/observe 

Listen and keep in Exodus 19:5 

• “if you listen (ακουω ; 
akouō) carefully to my voice 
and keep (φυλασσω ; 
phulassō) my covenant, you 
shall be my possession…” 

 

 

 

 

• Hebrew originals: 
–  (shema: hear/listen/obey) שמע

–  (shamar: keep/guard/observe) שמר

 

Hear and keep in Luke 11 

• Verse 21: the strong man 
guards (φυλασσω ; 
phulassō) his possessions 

• Verse 28: the blessed one 
hears (ακουω ; akouō) the 
word of God and keeps 
(φυλασσω (phulassō) it 

 



Luke 11:14-23 

14Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone 
out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But 
some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the 
demons.’ 16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 
  
17But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom 
divided against itself becomes a desert, with household against 
household. 18If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom 
stand? —for you say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul.19Now if I cast 
out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? 
Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast 
out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come to you. 21When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes away his armor in 
which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against 
me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 



The strong man as Satan, the stronger 
as Jesus 

– Not just ‘I once was lost, but now I’m found’ like a 
lost sheep, but I was reclaimed from someone using 
me, using my life, my gifts, for armor, as ill-gotten 
possessions. 

• Frederick Douglass: “I appear this evening as a thief and a 
robber. I stole this head, these limbs, this body from my 
master, and ran off with them.” 

– The sick and wounded and sinful become captive to 
a kingdom metaphor that is not God’s kingdom. 

 

 



The strong man and the stronger as a 
wisdom warning 

21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his 
castle, his possessions are safe. 22But when one 
stronger than he attacks him and overpowers 
him, he takes away his armor in which he 
trusted and divides his plunder.  



Luke 9:46-50 

46An argument arose among them as to which one of them was the 
greatest. 47But Jesus, aware of their inner thoughts, took a little child 
and put it by his side, 48and said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes this 
child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the 
greatest.’49John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he does not 
follow with us.’50But Jesus said to him, ‘Do not stop him; for whoever 
is not against you is for you.’  
 
Luke 11:21-23 
21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his possessions 
are safe. 22But when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers 
him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his 
plunder. 23Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does 
not gather with me scatters. 
 
 
 
 
 



The strong man and the stronger 

• Primary reading: Satan as the strong man, 
Jesus as the stronger–saving consolation for 
the lost, the wounded, the incomplete 

• Secondary reading: cycles of human 
domination when our life is disenchanted and 
drained of Christ– a weary wisdom reflection 
on human nature, to chill and to chasten 



In light of the Lord’s Prayer in 11:1-4 

“Now, rather asking and receiving the ‘Holy Spirit from 
heaven’ (11:13), these opponents seek a ‘sign from out of 
heaven’ (11:16).  Rather than praying to God to deliver 
them from testing (11:4), they deliberately put Jesus to 
the test (11:16).  Rather than ask forgiveness of sins, they 
in effect accuse Jesus of the sin of collusion with Satan 
(11:4, 15).  Rather than recognize in Jesus the one who 
proclaims the kingdom of the Father (11:2), they accuse 
him of being a minion of Satan’s rule (11:15).”  

     -L.T. Johnson 



Ecclesiastes 2:9, 11 and 4:1-2 
 

9So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in 
Jerusalem; also my wisdom remained with me.  […] 11Then I 
considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had spent 
in doing it, and again, all was vanity and a chasing after 
wind, and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. 

 
_____________________________________________________________ 

1Again I saw all the oppressions that are practiced under the 
sun. Look, the tears of the oppressed—with no one to comfort 
them! On the side of their oppressors there was power—with 
no one to comfort them. 2And I thought the dead, who have 
already died, more fortunate than the living, who are still 
alive… 



Reflecting this week (or, if you will, 
homework) 

• Read the book of Jonah 

– Extra credit: reflect upon “the sign of Jonah” 

• Luke 11:29-32 

• Matthew 12:38-50 

• Mark 8:11-13 

 

• Read Luke 1:39-56: Mary and Elizabeth 
 


