
God’s reign, Christ’s feet, and a 
rescuing peace 

Luke 10:1-20 



A threefold cord of themes 

• God’s reign: hē basilea tou theou (“the 
kingdom of God”) 

• Christ’s feet: the drawing near (Isaiah 52:7- “How 

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation, who says to Zion, ‘your God reigns.’”) 

• Rescuing peace: shalom in dogged pursuit 
(Psalm 23:6) 



Luke 10:1-12 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to 
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. 
 See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house 
you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who shares 
in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.  
7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 
the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house.8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is 
set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.”  
10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into 
its streets and say, 11“Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.” 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that 
town. 



The gospel/good news: Mark 1:14b-15 

“Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming God’s 
gospel, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
reign of God has come near (“is at hand”); 
repent, and believe in the gospel.” 



Luke 6:20b-26: Blessing and Woe 
pinned together in the Sermon on the 

Plain 
Blessing 
• 20 ‘Blessed [are] the poor, 

    for God’s kingdom belongs to you.  
 

 

• 21 Blessed [are] the hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 

 

• Blessed [are] the ones who weep now, 
    for you will laugh. 

 

• 22 Blessed are you when people hate you, 
and when they exclude you, revile you, 
and defame you on account of the Son of 
Man. 23Rejoice on that day and leap for 
joy, for surely your reward is great in 
heaven;   

 for that is what their ancestors did 
 to the prophets.  
 

Woe 
• 24 But woe to you who are rich, 

    for you have received your 
 consolation.  

 

• 25Woe to you who are full now, 
    for you will be hungry. 

 

• Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 

 

• 26 Woe to you when all speak well of you, 
 for that is what their ancestors did 
 to the false prophets.’ 

 
 



Luke 10:1-12 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to 
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. 
 See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house 
you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who 
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return 
to you.  
7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 
the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house.8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is 
set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.”  
10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into 
its streets and say, 11“Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.” 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that 
town. 



A threefold cord of themes 

• God’s reign: hē basilea tou theou (“the 
kingdom of God”) 

• Christ’s feet: the drawing near (Isaiah 52:7- “How 

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation (yeshûʿah, ישועה), who says to Zion, ‘your 
God reigns.’”) 

• Rescuing peace: shalom in dogged pursuit 
(Psalm 23:6) 



Luke 10:1-12 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to 
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. 
 See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house 
you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who 
shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return 
to you.  
7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 
the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house.8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is 
set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.”  
10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into 
its streets and say, 11“Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.” 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that 
town. 



Pope Francis last week: 
Jesus did not provide a short list of who is, or is not, worthy of receiving 
his message, his presence. Instead, he always embraced life as he saw 
it. In faces of pain, hunger, sickness and sin. In faces of wounds, of 
thirst, of weariness, doubt and pity. Far from expecting a pretty life, 
smartly-dressed and neatly groomed, he embraced life as he found it. It 
made no difference whether it was dirty, unkempt, broken.  
Jesus said: Go out and tell the good news to everyone. Go out and in 
my name embrace life as it is, and not as you think it should be. Go out 
to the highways and byways, go out to tell the good news fearlessly, 
without prejudice, without superiority, without condescension, to all 
those who have lost the joy of living. Go out to proclaim the merciful 
embrace of the Father. Go out to those who are burdened by pain and 
failure, who feel that their lives are empty, and proclaim the folly of a 
loving Father who wants to anoint them with the oil of hope, the oil of 
salvation. Go out to proclaim the good news that error, deceitful 
illusions and falsehoods do not have the last word in a person’s life. Go 
out with the ointment which soothes wounds and heals hearts. 



A threefold cord of themes 

• God’s reign: hē basilea tou theou (“the 
kingdom of God”) 

• Christ’s feet: the drawing near (Isaiah 52:7- “How 

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation (yeshuʿa, ישועה), who says to Zion, ‘your 
God reigns.’”) 

• Rescuing peace: shalom in dogged pursuit 
(Psalm 23:6) 



Rescuing peace 

Before it is anything else, God’s peace is a gift.  
And it is a gift meant to begin, to sustain, and to 
end things. Furthermore, in Luke “peace” is 
bound to the shape of salvation, whether it’s a 
preface, a result or a companion. 



 



Ketef Hinnom and the Priestly 
Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 

24 The LORD bless you and keep you;  
25 the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and 
be gracious to you;  
26 the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, 
and give you peace. 



Luke 1:67-79: Zechariah’s prayer (father 

of John the Baptist, upon regaining his speech at his 
son’s birth) 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this 
prophecy:  
68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.  
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
   in the house of his servant David,  
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,  
71   that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us. 
….. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
   by the forgiveness of their sins.  
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
   the dawn from on high will break upon us,  
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace. 



Luke 2:29-32: Simeon’s prayer (when he 

finally sees Jesus, the one he has waited for) 

28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying,  
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your 
servant in peace, 
   according to your word;  
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31   which you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples,  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
   and for glory to your people Israel.’ 



A threefold cord of themes 

• God’s reign: hē basilea tou theou (“the 
kingdom of God”) 

• Christ’s feet: the drawing near (Isaiah 52:7- “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger 
who announces peace, who brings good news, who 
announces salvation (yeshuʿa, ישועה), who says to Zion, ‘your 
God reigns.’”) 

• Rescuing peace: shalom in dogged pursuit 
(Psalm 23:6: “surely goodness and steadfast 
love shall hound me all the days of my life”) 



Luke 10:1-12 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him 
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to 
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. 
 See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no 
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house 
you enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” 6And if anyone is there who shares 
in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.  
7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for 
the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to 
house.8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is 
set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom 
of God has come near to you.”  
10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into 
its streets and say, 11“Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come 
near.” 12I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that 
town. 



Luke 10:13-16 

13 ‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! 
For if the deeds of power done in you had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14But at the 
judgement it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon than for you. 15And you, Capernaum, 
will you be exalted to heaven? 
   No, you will be brought down to Hades. 
16 ‘Whoever listens to you listens to me, and 
whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever 
rejects me rejects the one who sent me.’ 
 



Luke 4:22-30 
22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that 
came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 23He said to 
them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure 
yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the 
things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ 24And he said, 
‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home 
town. 25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time 
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, 
and there was a severe famine over all the land; 26yet Elijah was sent 
to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27There 
were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’  
28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with 
rage. 29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl 
him off the cliff. 30But he passed through the midst of them and went 
on his way. 



Luke 10:17-20 

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in 
your name even the demons submit to us!’ 18He 
said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from heaven 
like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you 
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 
will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at 
this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice 
that your names are written in heaven.’ 



Isaiah 14: a Babylonian king’s hubris 

12 How you are fallen from heaven, 
   O Day Star, son of Dawn! 
How you are cut down to the ground, 
   you who laid the nations low!  
13 You said in your heart, 
   ‘I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne 
   above the stars of God; 
I will sit on the mount of assembly 
   on the heights of Zaphon;  
14 I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, 
   I will make myself like the Most High.’  
15 But you are brought down to Sheol, 
   to the depths of the Pit.  
 



Pope Francis in U.S. last week: 
Jesus did not provide a short list of who is, or is not, worthy of receiving 
his message, his presence. Instead, he always embraced life as he saw 
it. In faces of pain, hunger, sickness and sin. In faces of wounds, of 
thirst, of weariness, doubt and pity. Far from expecting a pretty life, 
smartly-dressed and neatly groomed, he embraced life as he found it. It 
made no difference whether it was dirty, unkempt, broken.  
Jesus said: Go out and tell the good news to everyone. Go out and in 
my name embrace life as it is, and not as you think it should be. Go out 
to the highways and byways, go out to tell the good news fearlessly, 
without prejudice, without superiority, without condescension, to all 
those who have lost the joy of living. Go out to proclaim the merciful 
embrace of the Father. Go out to those who are burdened by pain and 
failure, who feel that their lives are empty, and proclaim the folly of a 
loving Father who wants to anoint them with the oil of hope, the oil of 
salvation. Go out to proclaim the good news that error, deceitful 
illusions and falsehoods do not have the last word in a person’s life. Go 
out with the ointment which soothes wounds and heals hearts. 


