
C 

“So That You May Know the Certainty of 
the Things You Have Been Taught” 

The Gospel of Luke 



Group Discussion 

 

What’s the most “neighborly” thing 

 a neighbor has ever done for you? 

 



Context of the Parable in Luke 
Comes after: 

• calling of the disciples (Luke 5) 

• healing of man with leprosy and paralytic (Luke 5) 

• calling of Levi the tax collector (Luke 5) 

• “love for enemies” (Luke 6:27-36) 

• faith of Roman centurion (Luke 7) 

• anointing by sinful woman (Luke 7) 

• Jesus’ statement that “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into 
practice” (Luke 8:21) 

• healing of demon-possess men (Luke 8) 

• healing of sick woman and dead girl (Luke 8) 

• healing of boy with evil spirit (Luke 9) 

• discussion of who will be greatest- “For he who is least among you all – his is the greatest” (Luke 9) 

• discussion of the cost of following Jesus (Luke 9) 

 



http://d-rych.com/picsvwd/map-jerusalem-and-jericho 



http://geographyeducation.org/articles/geographic-yearnings-in-the-english-anthem-jerusalem/ 



http://quoteimg.com/distance-from-jerusalem-to-jericho/ 









Luke 10:25-37 (NIV) 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  

26 "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"  

27 He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' "  

28 "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you 
will live."  

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is 
my neighbor?"  

 



 

30 In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They 
stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead.  

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and 
when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 
passed by on the other side.  

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him.  

 



 

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him 
to an inn and took care of him.  

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to 
the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I 
will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'  

36 "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the hands of robbers?"  

37 The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on 
him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."  

 



The Good Samaritan by 
Aimé Morot (1880) at 
the Petit Palais in Paris 
shows the Good 
Samaritan taking the 
injured man to the inn. 
 



Samaritans 

“The orthodox Jews of Jesus’s day looked on the 
Samaritans as a corrupt race because their Gentile 
ancestors had intermarried with Jews.  The Jews also 
despised the Samaritans for having a mixed religion, 
which accepted pagan idolatry with elements of 
Hebrew faith.  The feeling was mutual;  the Samaritans 
often refused lodging to Jews passing through their 
territory, so Jews often traveled to the east side of the 
Jordan River to avoid Samaria.  The bitterness between 
Jews and Samaritans was at its height in Jesus’s day.”  
      - Becky Pippert 

 



The “New Community” 
• Those who share the faith form a New Community, not because 

they sought to be separate from Israel and the Jews but because 
they were forced to become a new community through rejection. 

• We see the nature of New Community life in Luke’s various 
emphases: the call to love (6:20-48), prayer (11:1-13; 18:1-14), the 
call to perseverance (8:13-15; 9:23; 18:8; 21:19); and the need to 
avoid obstacles to discipleship like excessive attachment to wealth 
(8:14; 12:13-21; 16:1-15,19,31; 18:18-25).   

• Here, we see Jesus continuing to define the boundaries of the 
New Community. 



“The main thrust of Jesus’ story is not ‘Go and 
bandage the wounds of everyone everywhere.’  
Rather, through the parable, Jesus is pleading 
with us, implying, ‘Receive the divine love so 
that when the call comes, you are ready to 
respond and let his love flow through you.’”   

-- Joyce Huggett 
 



Consider . . . 
 

• What motivates me? 

• Have I received and understood God’s grace to me so fully that I repent 
of my own wrongdoing and am compelled by my gratitude to God for 
His grace to love and serve others who also are undeserving of grace? 

• How much of my selfishness and dogged adherence to my own agenda 
leaches away the mercy that Jesus holds dear?  Does my love of 
efficiency eclipse my mercy? 

• Does fear for personal or financial safety dissuade me? 

• What is a cost too high to pay to love someone else?  When does it 
become enabling? 

• The question isn’t so much “Who is my neighbor?” but “Am I 
neighborly?”  If not, why not?  What is holding me back? 

 



Where We’re Headed 

 

•Oct. 11- Grant teaching 

•Oct. 18- Andrew teaching 

•Oct. 25- JP teaching 


