
Sunday | July 9, 2017

PRAYING FOR HOPE 

“Lament in the Bible is a liturgical response 
to the reality of suffering and engages God 

in the context of pain and trouble. The hope of lament 
is that God would respond to human suffering 

that is wholeheartedly communicated through lament.” 

Soon-Chan Rah
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Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

3

Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                              "Prelude and Fugue in B-Flat Major"                    Jeff Hummel  
                                 (J. S. Bach) 

Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                             From Habakkuk 2:20
Leader:     The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.
 People:  Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                                    From Psalm 6                                                                                      
Leader: Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.
People: Have mercy on me, Lord, for I am faint; heal me, Lord, for 

my bones are in agony.  My soul is in deep anguish. How 
long, Lord, how long?

Leader: Turn, Lord, and deliver me; save me because of your unfailing love.

People: The Lord has heard my cry for mercy; the Lord accepts 
my prayer.

Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise                                   "Everlasting God"    
                                                     "God Moves in a Mysterious Way"

                                                                                                (See music on following pages)
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

 †    

 †    



6

EVERLASTING GOD 
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GOD MOVES IN A MYSTERIOUS WAY
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.  
Song of Confession                                 "By Thy Mercy" 
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Sacrament of Baptism                                                                      Hunter Brave Allen
11:15 a.m. service 

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

    Greeting of Peace  

  

 †    
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for the ministry of Sports Outreach Institute, overseeing the work of 130 national 
leaders in East Africa and Central America. They work with those who suffer from extreme 
poverty or have been victimized by war and internal strife using the tool of sports ministry 
to evangelize, disciple and provide holistic assistance.  

Haiti Team Commissioning
11:15 a.m. service 

Victoria Allen, Bisola Olowe, Katherine Fitch, Susie Flowers, Jon Gravely, Blaire 
Greenwood, Tammy, Stephen and Randall Ingram, Kara Isbell, LJ Jaworski, Kim, 
Elizabeth and Hannah Lesniak, Sandra Little, Ross Little, Doug Ludeman, Billy and Jen 
Martin, Tom Meeks, Andrew, Dana, Talia and Lanie Moore, Chris and Kaitlyn Nott, 
Cullen Rivers, Judy and David Skove, Arline Terry 

Offertory                            "Though the Fig Should Not Blossom"              Summer Choir 
                                                             (Bill and Nancy Payne) 

Though the fig should not blossom, the vine bear no fruit,
The yield of the olive should fail, my Lord will I worship, for he is my strength;
He'll guide me as I walk through the vale.

Though the fields become barren, the flocks give no wool,
The cattle be gone from the stalls, my God will I worship, for he is my strength;
My steps will he guide through those halls.

Exult in the Lord, rejoice in my God; His strength all my glory shall be.
For his love will surround me and carry me through
In the hour of my greatest need.

Though the world should reject me, and none of my dreams
Seem ever fulfillment to yield, my God won't forsake me; he'll stand by my side
'Til his glory is someday revealed.
                                                                                    

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                             Psalm 77                                                                
1  I cried out to God for help; I cried out to God to hear me.
2  When I was in distress, I sought the Lord; at night I stretched out untiring hands,
   and I would not be comforted.
3  I remembered you, God, and I groaned; I meditated, and my spirit grew faint.
4  You kept my eyes from closing; I was too troubled to speak.
5  I thought about the former days, the years of long ago;
6  I remembered my songs in the night. My heart meditated and my spirit asked:
7  “Will the Lord reject forever? Will he never show his favor again?
8  Has his unfailing love vanished forever? Has his promise failed for all time?
9  Has God forgotten to be merciful? Has he in anger withheld his compassion?”
10 Then I thought, “To this I will appeal: the years when the Most High stretched out his 
    right hand.
11 I will remember the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your miracles of long ago.
12 I will consider all your works and meditate on all your mighty deeds.”
13 Your ways, God, are holy. What god is as great as our God?
14 You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples.
15 With your mighty arm you redeemed your people, the descendants of Jacob 
    and Joseph.
16 The waters saw you, God, the waters saw you and writhed; the very depths 
    were convulsed.
17 The clouds poured down water, the heavens resounded with thunder;
    your arrows flashed back and forth. 
18 Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind, your lightning lit up the world; the earth 
    trembled and quaked.
19 Your path led through the sea, your way through the mighty waters, though your 
    footprints were not seen.
20 You led your people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!    
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                 "O Lord, Hear My Prayer" 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                      "Psalm 126 (Although We Are Weeping)"



 Commission                                                                    From 2 Corinthians 4:16-18                                     
Leader: Brothers and sisters, we do not lose heart. 

Though outwardly we are wasting away, 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 

People: For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 

Leader: So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 
but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 

People: But what is unseen is eternal.
    

 Benediction

Postlude                                "All Creatures of Our God and King"                Jeff Hummel 
11:15 a.m. service                               (Gordon Young)                                                                                        
                                                                                                                     
                                                                                     
            

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Hunter Brave Allen, 
son of Jessie and Josh Allen. Relatives present today are grandparents Janet and Conrad 
Hunter and Earl and Kathy Allen; aunt Maddie Hunter and uncle Luke Allen. Elder 
representing the Session by holding the font is Kenney Grigg. The prayer sponsors are 
Heather and Craig Heah. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Charles John Mendez, son of Kate and Mark 
Mendez. Charlie was born on July 2, 2017. 

Today's flowers are given by Rick and Sue Hendrickson in honor of Anne Bonsack's 
birthday, which was July 6. 

 †   

 †  
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Emily Oostdyk, Ray Elam, James Hildebrand, Ivan Cole, Jennifer Parham, Scott Ziegler, 
Carol Macomber, Listwella Donaldson, Agnes Smith, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, 
Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Charles 
Ellison, Margaret Leith, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jeff Rebman (sister), Kathy White (mother, Lorraine Joseph, 6/6), Laura 
Childress (brother, 4/28), Joyce Roberts (mother, 4/27), Sue Hendrickson (mother 
Becky Slootweg, 4/18), Anna DeJarnette (father, 4/14), Jennifer Friend (father, 4/4), 
Will Allen (father, 4/3), Peggy Dennis (sister, 4/3) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for governments and governing bodies of metropolitan Richmond: for the 
boards of supervisors, councils, administrators and employees of Charles City, 
Goochland, New Kent, Powhatan, Ashland, Petersburg and Hopewell. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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30-Day Guide to Praying Through the Psalms

Date Psalms Date Psalms

1   Morning
      Evening 

1-5
6-8

16   Morning
        Evening 

79-81
82-85

2   Morning
      Evening 

9-11
12-14

17   Morning
        Evening

86-88
89

3   Morning 
      Evening 

15-17
18

18   Morning
        Evening

90-92
93-94

4   Morning
      Evening

19-21
22-23

19   Morning
        Evening 

95-97
98-101

5   Morning
      Evening

24-26
27-29

20   Morning
        Evening 

102-103
104

6   Morning
      Evening

30-31
32-34

21   Morning
       Evening

105
106

7   Morning
      Evening

35-36
37

22  Morning
       Evening

107
108-109

8   Morning
      Evening

38-40
41-43

23  Morning
       Evening

110-113
114-115

9   Morning
      Evening

44-46
47-49

24  Morning
       Evening

116-118
119:1-32

10  Morning
       Evening

50-52
53-55

25  Morning
       Evening

119:33-72
119:73-104

11  Morning
      Evening

56-58
59-61

26  Morning
       Evening

119:105-144
119:145-176

12  Morning
      Evening

62-64
65-67

27  Morning
       Evening

120-125
126-131

13  Morning
       Evening

68
69-70

28  Morning
       Evening

132-135
136-138

14  Morning
       Evening

71-72
73-74

29  Morning
       Evening

139-140
141-143

15  Morning
       Evening

75-77
78

30  Morning
       Evening

144-146
147-150
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NEWS & EVENTS
VBS Mission Project Thank You!
THANK YOU, Third Family, for supporting our Vacation Bible School mission project.  
Each day children brought in their offering money, Sweet Frog and Pie 5 held 
fundraisers for us, and children even held car washes and lemonade stands!  Money 
collected through these efforts and from donations from our Third family helped us 
exceed our $5000 goal! Because of your generosity we were able to raise over 
$24,000 to support CrossOver Healthcare Ministries locally and SAT-7 Academy 
globally. We are so grateful for your support and overwhelmed by your generosity. Our 
gift to SAT-7 will be their very first gift to their new satellite ministry, SAT-7 Academy, a 
24/7 children’s educational programming satellite, reaching children all over the Middle 
East.  Thank you for being a part of the ministry of Vacation Bible School!

Summer Play Group – Fridays in July, 10:00 -11:30 a.m.
Families gather for children to play and parents to enjoy each other’s company on the 
playground or in Room 103 if it’s raining. We have story time, play time and then on 
July 28, we’ll have Meet Me at the Car Wash--bring your favorite riding toy and 
wear clothes that can get wet! Bring a lunch and stay afterwards for a picnic!   

International Justice Mission's Freedom Sunday
In September, Third will host the International Justice Mission’s (I JM) Freedom Sunday. If 
you are passionate about learning more about modern day slavery and how to help end 
it, please consider joining a small team to help plan for and host the events. Please 
contact L J (lj@thirdrva.org) for more details. 

Storage
Your generous outpouring of furniture and household donations for the newly arriving 
Christian Arabic families has created the wonderful problem of not enough storage 
space!  We are seeking a space roughly the size of a double garage, preferably in the 
West End area. This would enable us to continue picking up donations in a timely manner 
and have them at the ready for the numerous families that will be arriving this summer.  
Can you help or do you have ideas?  Contact Sandie Marstiller (754-5758 or 
marstillerfamily@gmail.com). 

Guest mission teacher from St. Petersburg, Russia, July 16, 10 a.m.  
Lyle Thomas, our mission partner, will be teaching and sharing about fostering a 
community of leaders in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Meet and Greet with Missionaries
Come to meet the McCulloch family on Sunday, July 16 in the Parlor at 12:15 p.m.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
We're hosting three classes at 10:00 a.m., running through July 30 (one 
continuing through September 3). 
Learn more about our classes by visiting: thirdrva.org/blog/summer-2017-at-third
Each class is stand-alone, so join us when you can. 
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Psalms: The Language of Prayer
Our church family will gather together for a special interactive intergenerational class. 
We'll be following the sermon series and putting each teaching from "Psalms: The 
Language of Prayer" series into action. This class is great for adults and children, 
ages kindergarten and up. 
Led by: Rotating teachers
Location: Fellowship Hall
Note: All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian!

A Study of Philippians  
The letter to the Philippians is full of Christ and overflows with a contagious sense of great 
joy even in the midst of great challenges, pain, and suffering. Please join us for this 
7-week series. 
Led by Steve Hall and Dave Beckmann
Location: Room 100 (Parlor)

The Meaning of the Liturgy 
We will explore the history behind each element of our worship services and equip the 
class with a deeper understanding of why we worship the way we do at Third Church. 
We hope you’ll join us as we dive into the global history of baptism, communion, 
confession, and more. This class, unlike the other classes, will run through September 3.  
Hosted by the Good News Fellowship class. All are welcome!
Location: Room 101

College Ministry Brunch and Sermon Chat – Each Sunday through July 30, 
12:30 p.m., ShoreDog Cafe
Following the 11:15 a.m. service, we’ll enjoy a brunch together at ShoreDog across the 
street. In addition to catching up with one another, we’ll also chat about the day’s 
sermon, worship, or anything else that is relevant.  Anyone else is welcome to be a part 
of our conversations and fellowship. Please join us!  Questions? Contact Karen Hayes
(karenwadehayes@gmail.com). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Summer 2017  (June 18 - July 30) 
Learn more about our classes by visiting our family ministry page on the website 
(www.thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning). Contact Kathy White (kathyw@
thirdrva.org) for infants - kindergarten and Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) 
for 1st - 6th grade. 

8:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services – Childcare available for all 
children ages kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with 
their parents or at 10:00 a.m., families can join us for the special summer Sunday school 
class.

10:00 a.m. Sunday School class – Psalms: The Language of Prayer
Our church family will gather for a special interactive, intergenerational class.  We'll 
follow the sermon series and have additional teaching from the Psalms.  This class is great 
for adults and children ages kindergarten and older.  Children must be accompanied by 
an adult. Each class is stand-alone, so please join us when you can! 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, July 9  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Haiti Mission Trip VBS meeting – Room 207
12:15 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 207 

Monday, July 10
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee meeting – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 

Tuesday, July 11  
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Muslim Missionary Prayer and Care meeting - at the home of Laurie Chalifoux, 
10801 Whitaker Woods Road, Richmond, 23238, 543-0361

Wednesday, July 12
7:00 p.m. Women's Summer study – Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, July 13
6:00 p.m. STEP Board meeting – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, July 14
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
6:00 p.m. That Great Dance summer lite rehearsal – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Pustinovich/Park wedding rehearsal – Sanctuary 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


