
Sunday | July 30, 2017

PRAYING OUR HEARTS 

“The Psalms are an assurance to us that when we pray and worship, 
we are not expected to censure or deny the deepness of our own human 

pilgrimage. Rather, we are expected to submit it openly and trustingly 
so that it can be brought to eloquent and passionate speech addressed 

to the Holy One.”

Walter Brueggemann



2



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                              "Hymn to Joy"                                          Jeff Hummel
                                                              (Albert Travis)                   
                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                            From Psalm139:23-24
Leader:    Search me, O God, and know my heart;
     test me and know my anxious thoughts.
People:  See if there is any offensive way in me,
     and lead me in the way everlasting.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
   Call to Worship                                                                   From Romans 11:33-36

Leader: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
People: How unsearchable his judgments,

and his paths beyond tracing out!
Leader: Who has known the mind of the Lord?

Or who has been his counselor?
Who has ever given to God,
that God should repay them?

People: For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be the glory forever! 

Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise         "Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise"       #62 in the Hymnal                                                       
                                               "Your Kingdom Knows No End" 

                                                              (See music on following pages)                                                                          
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IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise. 

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
And wither and perish--but naught changeth thee. 

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
‘Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee.
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YOUR KINGDOM KNOWS NO END
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continued on next page 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
                 
Everyone: We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Song of Confession                               "Have Mercy" 
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Silent Confession

Words of Comfort                                                                         From 1 Peter 2:24-25  

Leader: Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 
by his wounds you have been healed.
For you were like sheep going astray,
but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Brothers and sisters, hear and receive the good news 
with glad and sincere hearts: 
in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God! 

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   Greeting of Peace 
    

 †          

 †          
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for Rollin Grams as he seeks to prepare and equip current and future ministry leaders 
in Africa through theological education based at the Stellenbosch Theological Institute, 
South Africa.

Offertory                                                "Psalm 139"                                    
                                                        (Musical setting by K. Taulbee)                           

1  You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.
2  You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3  You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
4  Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.
5  You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
6   Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
7  Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
8  If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
9  If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.
11  If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”
12  even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness 
    is as light to you. 
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
    I know that full well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was 
    woven together in the depths of the earth.
16  Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your 
     book before one of them came to be.
17  How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them!
18  Were I to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—when I awake, I am     
     still with you.
19  If only you, God, would slay the wicked! Away from me, you who are bloodthirsty!
20   They speak of you with evil intent; your adversaries misuse your name.
21  Do I not hate those who hate you, Lord, and abhor those who are in rebellion 
     against you?
22  I have nothing but hatred for them; I count them my enemies.
23  Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24  See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                             "Know My Heart"                               Summer Choir 
                                                                      (Harlan)                            (See text on page 14)

Responding From Your Heart to God

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me” (Psalm 139:1).

Is there some place in your life right now that feels deeply unknown? Are you struggling to 
be understood or even to understand yourself? Articulate this place to God and thank him 
that he knows you fully and deeply. 

“Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?” 
(Psalm 139:7).

Have you found yourself in a bewildering place and you don’t know how you got here? 
Are you in a place of deep darkness and feeling abandoned? Is there an area of sin you 
have been hiding? Name this place to God and thank him that he is before you, around 
you, and behind you.

“I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well” (Psalm 139:14).

Are you struggling to accept the way you are? Worrying about your body or your life? 
Stuck in self-loathing or self-rejection? Name that place to God. Remember and thank 
him that he lovingly made you, loves you, and has ordained every one of your days.
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"Know My Heart"
(Harlan)

Lord, you have searched me; you know everything I do.
When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me.
Before I speak, you hear me;
Your presence follows day by day.
O know my heart, O God.

If I ascend into heaven, you are there on the wings of the morning
Or in my deepest despair.
His hand shall lead me, his right hand will guide me,
Though darkness should cover me, light shall surround me.
And I will praise the Lord, I will praise the Lord,
I will praise him with my whole heart!

Lord, you have searched me; you know everything I do.
When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me.
Before I speak, you hear me;
Your presence follows day by day.
O know my heart, O God.

Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Jonathan Shouse, Russ Corson, Greyson Tate, Emily Oostdyk, Ray Elam, Jennifer Parham, 
Carol Macomber, Listwella Donaldson, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, 
Amy Boyd, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Margaret Leith, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Anne Elam (husband Ray, 7/25), Carol Holt (7/19), Allene Brown (father, 
7/15), Mack Cornett (mother, 7/16), John White (father, 7/12), Willson Brockenbrough 
(mother, 7/12), Bill Shaw (father, 6/24), Jeff Rebman (sister), Kathy White (mother, 
Lorraine Joseph, 6/6)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for governments and governing bodies of metropolitan Richmond: for the 
supervisors of Hanover County, the County Administrator and all county employees. 
 
Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                            "In Christ Alone"                                       

In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones he came to save.
'Til on that cross, as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave he rose again.
And as he stands in victory, 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am his and he is mine, 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death:  
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from his hand,
'Til he returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
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   Commission                                                                          From Romans 8:38-39 
                                   

Leader: In Christ Jesus you are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

People: Neither angels nor demons,
Leader: Neither the present nor the future,
People: Nor any powers,
Leader: Neither height nor depth,
People: Nor anything else in all creation,
Leader: Will be able to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

    
   Benediction

Postlude                                                   "Jubilation"                                        Jeff Hummel 
11:15 a.m. service                               (Jason Payne)                                                                                   
                  

                                                                                                    

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given by Sue and Rick Hendrickson in memory of Becky 
Slootweg.  

 †   

 †   
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30-Day Guide to Praying Through the Psalms

Date Psalms Date Psalms

1   Morning
      Evening 

1-5
6-8

16   Morning
        Evening 

79-81
82-85

2   Morning
      Evening 

9-11
12-14

17   Morning
        Evening

86-88
89

3   Morning 
      Evening 

15-17
18

18   Morning
        Evening

90-92
93-94

4   Morning
      Evening

19-21
22-23

19   Morning
        Evening 

95-97
98-101

5   Morning
      Evening

24-26
27-29

20   Morning
        Evening 

102-103
104

6   Morning
      Evening

30-31
32-34

21   Morning
       Evening

105
106

7   Morning
      Evening

35-36
37

22  Morning
       Evening

107
108-109

8   Morning
      Evening

38-40
41-43

23  Morning
       Evening

110-113
114-115

9   Morning
      Evening

44-46
47-49

24  Morning
       Evening

116-118
119:1-32

10  Morning
       Evening

50-52
53-55

25  Morning
       Evening

119:33-72
119:73-104

11  Morning
      Evening

56-58
59-61

26  Morning
       Evening

119:105-144
119:145-176

12  Morning
      Evening

62-64
65-67

27  Morning
       Evening

120-125
126-131

13  Morning
       Evening

68
69-70

28  Morning
       Evening

132-135
136-138

14  Morning
       Evening

71-72
73-74

29  Morning
       Evening

139-140
141-143

15  Morning
       Evening

75-77
78

30  Morning
       Evening

144-146
147-150
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NEWS & EVENTS
The Backpack Drive Starts Now!
The Christian Arabic Church uses backpacks of school supplies as an outreach tool, 
giving them to new immigrant families in the area. Be a blessing to our community and 
donate a backpack! Bring it to church by August 20 (and place in the stairwell by the 
playground), or join us for a joint celebration picnic with the CAC on August 26 at the 
Pump Road Fields (2340 Pump Road). For all the details, pick up a form around the 
church, or visit thirdrva.org/events. 

Mosaic Pool Party — Sunday, August 13, 3:00 p.m.
Join us for the annual Mosaic Ministry Pool Party at the home of Jonathan and Milby 
West (6 Lower Tuckahoe Road W). We’ll provide ice cream, snacks, and drinks; you 
bring yourselves and be ready to swim! Mosaic Ministry exists to support families with 
children who have special needs. More info and to RSVP: thirdrva.org/events. 

Summer Play Group – Friday, August 4, 10:00 -11:30 a.m.
Families gather for children to play and parents to enjoy each other’s company on the 
playground or in Room 103 if it’s raining. We have story time and play time. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Today is the last morning for two of our 10:00 a.m. summer classes! 
Join us for one of the classes before they end. The Liturgy class will continue through 
September 3. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Psalms: The Language of Prayer
Our church family will gather together for a special interactive intergenerational class. 
We'll be following the sermon series and putting each teaching from "Psalms: The 
Language of Prayer" series into action. This class is great for adults and children, 
ages kindergarten and up. 
Led by: Rotating teachers
Location: Fellowship Hall
Note: All children must be accompanied by a parent/guardian!

A Study of Philippians  
The letter to the Philippians is full of Christ and overflows with a contagious sense of great 
joy even in the midst of great challenges, pain, and suffering. Please join us for this 
7-week series. 
Led by Steve Hall and Dave Beckmann
Location: Room 100 (Parlor)

The Meaning of the Liturgy 
We will explore the history behind each element of our worship services and equip the 
class with a deeper understanding of why we worship the way we do at Third Church. 
We hope you’ll join us as we dive into the global history of baptism, communion, 
confession, and more. This class, unlike the other classes, will run through September 3.  
Hosted by the Good News Fellowship class. All are welcome!
Location: Room 101

College Ministry Brunch and Sermon Chat – 12:30 p.m., meeting in the 
Narthex 
In addition to catching up with one another, we’ll also chat about the day’s sermon, 
worship, or anything else that is relevant.  Anyone else is welcome to be a part of our 
conversations and fellowship. Please join us!  Questions? Contact Karen Hayes
(karenwadehayes@gmail.com). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
Summer 2017  (June 18 - July 30) 
Learn more about our classes by visiting our family ministry page on the website 
(www.thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning). Contact Kathy White (kathyw@
thirdrva.org) for infants - kindergarten and Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) 
for 1st - 6th grade. 

8:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. services – Childcare available for all 
children ages kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with 
their parents or at 10:00 a.m., families can join us for the special summer Sunday school 
class.

10:00 a.m. Sunday School class – Psalms: The Language of Prayer
Our church family will gather for a special interactive, intergenerational class.  We'll 
follow the sermon series and have additional teaching from the Psalms.  This class is great 
for adults and children ages kindergarten and older.  Children must be accompanied by 
an adult.  

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, July 30  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary

Tuesday, August 1  
7:00-8:30 p.m. Muslim World prayer and care group - meets at Laurie Chalifoux' home, 
                           10801 Whitaker Woods Road, Richmond, 23238, 543-0361
                           Mary and Adam McCulloch will be visiting us during this time. 

Wednesday, August 2
7:00 p.m. Women's summer study – Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 3
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


