
Sunday | January 31, 2016

THE FRIEND OF SINNERS
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

“Unlike many theologians, Jesus did not come preaching an 
ideology, promoting ideas, or teaching moral maxims. He came 
teaching about the feast of the kingdom, and He came feasting 
in the kingdom. Jesus did not go around merely talking about 

eating and drinking; he went around eating and drinking. A lot.” 
 Peter Leithart

 



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                                                                                     Jeff Hummel 
                 
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:        Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
                     no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
                     Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
                     name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:      Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

Choral Call to Worship                  “Holy is the Lord” – Sanctuary Choir                                        
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services 
           
        Call to Worship                                                               From Revelation 4:8b; 5:13 

Leader:     “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to 
                  come!” 
People:   “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
                  honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
                                                                                                      
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise 
                                                   “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” – #2 in the Hymnal
                                                       “All Creatures of Our God and King”– #356 in the Hymnal
                               
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession          

Everyone:  Jesus Lord, in your mercy,
                     By your holy life that heals us,
                     By your holy death that saves us,
                     By your Holy Spirit with us,
                     Come to cleanse these sinners that we are.
                     Set us free to obey you;
                     Make us clear to stand before you;
                     Then, for your mercy, we will praise you. Amen.
                     
Silent Confession 

Kyrie Eleison
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Words of Assurance and Forgiveness     
                                                                                               
Leader:        Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? 
         Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in 
                     power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new 
                     creation. The old life has gone; the new life has begun! Know that you 
                     are forgiven, and be at peace. 
Everyone:  Amen!

Greeting of Peace †
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                                  
Our Offerings
Pray for Youth Life in Richmond, developing leaders by making long-term investments in 
children from at-risk communities.

Haiti Video
                                          
Musical Offering                                                                                       “Glory Bound”  
                         (Words and music by Ruth Moody)
When I hear that trumpet sound,
I will lay my burdens down.
I will lay them deep into the ground,
Then I’ll know that I am glory bound.
 
I’ll be travelling far from home
But I won’t be looking for to roam.
I’ll be crossing o’er the great divide;
In a better home soon I will reside. Hallelujah!
 
When I’m in my resting place,
I’ll look on my mother’s face.
Never more will I have to know
All the loneliness that plagues me so.
 
So I’m waiting for that train to come
And I know where she’s coming from.
Listen, can you hear her on the track?
When I board I won’t be looking back. Hallelujah!

  Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy 
        Ghost. Amen.

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                         Luke 5:12-16, 27-32                          

12 While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy.
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, “Lord, if you are 
willing, you can make me clean.”

13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 
And immediately the leprosy left him.

14 Then Jesus ordered him, “Don’t tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”

15 Yet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear 
him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and 
prayed.
                        
27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got up, left everything and followed 
him.

29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax 
collectors and others were eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law who belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink 
with tax collectors and sinners?”

31 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message:  

+ The Friend of Sinners +
  Corey Widmer 

   

Notes:

8



9

RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                       “Our Great Savior” – #89 in the Hymnal 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Leader: Loving Father, we pray for the church throughout the world: may all your 
people behold your glory together as those who are comforted by his tender 
gospel. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: We pray for leaders of nations to strive for justice and peace, that all who 

suffer oppression or false accusation be delivered and that your church 
might freely minister reconciliation. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: We beg your mercy upon the homeless, poor, needy, and alien: grant them 

homes, jobs, opportunities, and resources for relief, and may we be instruments 
of your generous provision. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Susan Godfrey, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June 
Keller, Mary Cox, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam 
Padgett, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty Cox, Pam 
Rambo, Jared Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Vi Gresham (1/18), Cecilia Elliott (father, 1/14), Cheryl Richardson (father, 
12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), John Dean (brother, 12/15), Libbie Davis 
(11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary 
Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: to overcome ignorance, 
indifference, resentment and bitterness with regard to race in both private and public life. 

For Our Nation and the World
Bhutan: one of the least evangelized countries due to isolationist policies of the Buddhist 
monarch and government. 
• Pray for perseverance and faithful witness of the small but growing number of believers 

who suffer persecution.
• Pray for religious freedom and open doors for ministries of Indian and Nepali Christians 

in Bhutan.
• Lift up the 500-600 Bhutanese refugees in Richmond – for their English acquisition, good 

jobs and for their Henrico church.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                         “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go”                        
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Commission                                                                               From 1 Peter 4:8-11                                                                

Leader: Family of God, love deeply. Offer hospitality without grumbling. Use 
whatever gift you have been given to serve others, expressing God’s grace in
its various forms. And do all of this with the strength God provides, so that in 
all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.

Everyone: To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever!  

                                
Benediction     

Choral Benediction                                   “Ascription of Praise” – Sanctuary Choir 
                                                                                                                           (Schwoebel)

Now to him who’s able to keep you from falling,
And to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory,
With rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Be the glory, majesty, dominion and the authority before all time,
Now and forever.  Amen.

Postlude                                                                                               “Fanfare”– Jeff Hummel                                     
11:15 a.m. service                                                                                 (Jean-Joseph Mouret)                                                                     
                      
                                                                                                            

 †  

 †  

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES 
Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Youth Life in Richmond 
as they develop leaders by making long-term investments in children from at-risk communities.

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.

NEWS & EVENTS
Today! Welcome Coffee – 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor
New to Third or interested in learning more? Come to this gathering to meet a few people, 
learn about Third’s vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  

This Morning! Informational Meetings for Haiti and El Salvador Mission Trips
Find more information about these trips and the informational meetings being held this 
morning on page 17 of this worship guide. 

Last Call! Men’s Retreat – February 5-6, Sanctuary and various classrooms   
Mark your calendar for this year’s Annual Men’s Retreat. Back by popular demand, Jerry 
Leachman will be joining us to teach. Registration ($50, including meals) is now open online 
(thirdrva.org/registrations) or by calling the church office (282-4645). 

Tutors Needed for Wednesday Nights! 
There are now 54 students who desire our tutoring help. Can you spare an hour on 
Wednesday evenings? For more information or to get involved, contact Andi Redmond 
(andi.redmond6@gmail.com). 

Beta Groups
If you’re new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, or if 
you’d just like to try a new small group, sign up for a Beta group. These small groups will 
meet for six weeks in the February/March time frame. Sign up on the website at thirdrva.org/
registrations or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Worship - Wednesday, February 10, 5:45 - 8 p.m. 
Join us for a family-friendly dinner in the Fellowship Hall from 5:45 - 6:45 p.m. and then 
worship in the Sanctuary from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. Registration is required for the dinner and 
seats are limited. Registration is not needed for worship service but childcare is available 
with RSVP. Sign up at thirdrva.org/registrations.

Shiloh: Dessert and Fellowship – Monday, February 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Shiloh is a new ministry of Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of an unborn 
child, or longing for a child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites you to a gathering of dessert 
and fellowship at the Huttons’ home: 9602 January Court. Husbands welcome. 
RSVP: Charlotte Gage (charlotte.jean.gage@gmail.com). 

Valentine’s Day Care Packages – February 9, 9:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall  
Join the women of Third in assembling Valentine care packages for our college students and 
men and women in the military. We’ll share brunch together at 9:00 a.m., then package the 
gift boxes. Please bring 10-12 small goodies for the boxes, and a dish to share for brunch. 
Contact Ellen Armstrong (hornerarmstrong@aol.com) with any questions. 

Family Mystery Night – Friday, February 20
Sign up for this mysterious evening and on February 18, we’ll send an email with details 
about where to go, what time to be there, and what to bring. This event will be for families 
with kids from 3 years old to high school. Sign up online at thirdrva.org/registrations by 
February 15.

Pray for our Virginia State Senators 
As in past years, we have an opportunity to cover our state senators with prayer during the 
2016 legislative session. Please contact Peggy Dennis (740-4229) for your senator 
assignment.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
February Term - Starting Sunday, February 7 through February 28, 
10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we take a month to combine our adult Sunday school classes and study a 
topic together during the 10 o’clock hour. This year, we’ll be looking at our core values, 
understanding what they tell us about who we are as a church and where we’re headed. 
To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/february-term-2016.

Wednesdays at Third 
Reconnect: Wednesdays at Third is back in action. We’d love for you to join us for one of the
study, serving, and fellowship opportunities available on Wednesday evenings. Questions? 
Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes on Sunday 
mornings or Wednesday evenings, please visit our website or see the 2016 Winter 
and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read about all the study options, 
serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services - Childcare available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. Service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 which is 
located in the connecting hall across from the toddler Room 105.

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and build relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885
Informational meeting: Today and February 21 in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. and 
12:15 p.m. in the Parlor. 

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meetings: Today and March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall and 
12:15 p.m. in Room 101.  

Thinking about going to Israel with Third in the coming year or two? Join our 
orientation meetings for the group going in 2016 to get a sense for what the trips are like. 
We’ll meet weekly for five Sundays starting February 7 from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room at 500 Forest Ave. 



THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, January 31
8:15 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. El Salvador informational meeting – Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m. Haiti informational meeting – Fellowship Hall 
12:15 p.m. El Salvador informational meeting – Room 101 
12:15 p.m. Haiti informational meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Student evening ministry – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, February 1
8:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, February 2
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, February 3 
5:45 p.m. 5th and 6th grade monthly dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, February 4
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 
Friday, February 5
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
6:00 p.m. Men’s Retreat and Dinner – Sanctuary and various classrooms 

Saturday, February 6
8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Men’s Retreat – Fellowship Hall and various classrooms 
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Welcome our new Covenant Partners 
who joined Third on Sunday, January 17, 2016 

Tammy & Brad Bishop Melinda & Ned Bothe Marlo & Todd Burdge Natalie & Andrew 
Colhoun 

Lynne Daley Al & Donna 
              Davis  

Becky & Bill
           Edwards 

Mark Grubbs

JoeAnn & Lewis 
Harlow 

Jenny & Billy Harper Chester Heah Kari & Jon Hershey 

Becky & Peyton 
Jenkins

Kerrissa & Adam 
MacPherson

Chris & Becca Payne Heather Zulauf



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


