
Sunday | January 29, 2017

RENEWING ALL THINGS
Fourth Sunday of Epiphany

“There is not a square inch in the whole domain 
of our human existence over which Christ, 

who is Sovereign over all, does not cry,'Mine!'”

Abraham Kuyper





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                                                                Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                                   
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                        From Psalm 95                                                                                                                                        
Leader:    The Lord is a great God;
     O that today you would listen to his voice!
     Harden not your hearts.
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

    Call to Worship                                                                           Colossians 1:15-19

Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
The firstborn over all creation.
For by him all things were created: 
things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things were created by him and for him.

People: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Leader: He is the head of the body, the church; 

he is the beginning and the firstborn among the dead,
so that in everything he might have the supremacy.

People: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him,
and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether things on earth or things in heaven,
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                           "Jesus Shall Reign"               #745 in the Hymnal  
                                                     "Hail to the Lord's Anointed" 

                                          (See music on following pages) 

 †    
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JESUS SHALL REIGN
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
And endless praises crown his head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim
Their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns;
The prisoners leap to lose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest,
And all who suffer want are blessed.

Let all the people rise and bring
Their special honors to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again
And earth repeat the loud Amen.
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HAIL TO THE LORD'S ANOINTED



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
           

    Prayer of Confession                                   

Silent Confession  

    Words of Comfort                 From Titus 3:4-8

Sacrament of Baptism                                                                                      Wesley Su
11:15 a.m. service 

    Greeting of Peace 
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Everyone: Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Leader: When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy.

People: He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

Leader: So that, having been justified by his grace,
we might becomes heirs having the hope of eternal life.

People: Thanks be to God!

 †          



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                            Matthew 19:28-30

28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of 
Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will 
receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first 
will be last, and many who are last will be first.

           
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message: 
Renewing All Things
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Vision Presentation 

Time of Response
Respond to God’s invitation to join in his work of renewal. 
(See page 17) 

Our Offerings 
Pray for Youth Life in Richmond, developing leaders by making long-term investments 
in children from at-risk communities.

Offertory                                         "Lord, Here Am I"                              Sanctuary Choir 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                      (Beck) 

Master, thou callest; I gladly obey.  Only direct me, and I'll find thy way.
Teach me the mission appointed for me:  what is my labor and where it shall be.
Master, thou callest, and this I reply:  "Ready and willing, Lord, here am I."

Willing, my Savior, to take up the cross; willing to suffer reproaches and loss;
Willing to follow, if thou will but lead; only support me with grace in my need.
Master, thou callest, and this I reply:  "Ready and willing, Lord, here am I."

Living or dying, I still would be thine, yet I am mortal while thou art divine.
Pardon, whenever I turn from the right; pity, and bring me again to the light.
Master, thou callest, and this I reply:  "Ready and willing, Lord, here am I."
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10:00 a.m. service                                    "Called Me Higher"     

I could just sit, I could just sit and wait
For all your goodness, hope to feel your presence.
And I could just stay, I could just stay right where I am,
And hope to feel you, hope to feel something again.

 But you have called me higher,
 You have called me deeper,
 And I'll go where you will lead me, Lord.
 Where you lead me.

I could hold on, I could hold on to who I am
And never let you change me from the inside.
I could be safe, oh, I could be safe here in your arms,
And never leave home, never let these walls down.  (chorus)

I will be yours, oh, I will be yours for all my life.
So let your mercy light the path before me.

Words and Music: Leslie Jordan
© 2011 Integrity's Praise! Music; CCLI License # 706798

 Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
       below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy 
       Ghost. Amen.    

New Members Joining 
11:15 a.m. service 
(See page 20)

 †          



Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer  

Leader: Holy God, thank you that you are at work renewing all things! We commit to 
you the offerings of our time, abilities, resources, and indeed the whole of our 
lives. In your grace, join us in the renewing work of your kingdom.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving Lord, we thank you for each new covenant partner joining our church 

family today. May they experience the love and hospitality of Jesus among us, 
may they grow in the love and knowledge of Jesus Christ, and may they extend 
the love and kindness of Jesus to their neighbors.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Sovereign King, bless our partner congregation the Christian Arabic Church. 

Pour out your blessing on their community, and may you lead our two 
congregations together in fruitful ministry in the years to come.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), 
Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin Thompson Hall, 11/25), Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily 
Henley (mother and grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood (mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila 
(mother, 11/7), Jane Mims (mother, 10/31), Percy Strickland (father, 10/24), Patrick L. 
Wallace (father, 10/16), Dania Luby (father, 10/8) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ's name the heritage of racism: to proclaim in word and 
deed the establishment of a beloved community in metropolitan Richmond. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission               
                                  "Take My Life And Let It Be Consecrated"       #568 in the Hymnal 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love, 
At the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee;
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King, 
Always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and them be filled with messages for thee;
Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my love, my God, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee, 
Ever, only, all for thee. 

 †  
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Commission                                                              From 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, 20 
Leader: If anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation;

the old has gone, the new has come!
All this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:

People: We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us.
 

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                                                                                   Jeff Hummel 
11:15 a.m. service                                                     
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Youth Life in Richmond 
who develop leaders by making long-term investments in children from at-risk 
communities.

Today's liturgists:  Ed Satterfield, Beth Nichols 

 †  

 †  
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RENEWAL: Week 4 
Renewing All Things

In the month of January we have spent four weeks focusing on the work of renewal that 
God is doing among us at Third Church. In these weeks we have looked at the following:

Jan. 8: Renewing the Person. We will seek to prioritize the activities of the church that 
help people experience personal conversion and life transformation through Jesus Christ. 

Jan. 15: Renewing the Church. We will restructure our church around geographic 
parishes that will facilitate a decentralized form of community and mission all over metro 
Richmond.

Jan. 22: Renewing the City. We will seek to empower our parishes to seek the good 
of their neighborhoods, and we will approach our campus planning at 600 Forest in a 
way that collaborates with our neighbors for the common good.

Jan. 29: Renewing All Things.  We will engage in kingdom work that anticipates 
Jesus’ renewal of all things, especially cultural reconciliation, vocational stewardship and 
global mission.

The question before each of us:

How will I respond to God’s invitation to join his work of renewal?

Some examples of a response:
• I will get to know a neighbor.
• I will develop some new spiritual habits in order to address an area in my life in need    
     of renewal. 
• I will pray for a friend who doesn’t know Christ and look for ways to share the gospel. 
• I will volunteer to be a new Parish Group leader.
• I will join my neighborhood civic association.
• I will seek out a friend of another race or culture.
• I will talk with a Christian colleague about how our work might better contribute to the 
     flourishing of the city or world.
• I will pray daily or weekly for Third Church and God’s work among us.

Write your response on the card found in your pews, and drop it in the offering plate as it 
comes around. Feel free to write your response here to take home and remember. 



Strategic Planning Updates
thirdrva.org/strategic-planning

Working Group #5

For more information on Working Group #5’s update, please visit:  thirdrva.org/
strategic-planning or come to the Q&A session in Room 101 immediately following the 
11:15 a.m. service today.

Background: Working Group #5 has been exploring effective ways to “love our 
neighbors,” particularly as the neighborhoods surrounding Third undergo significant 
change.  One of our initial charges was to help Third grow in cultural intelligence and 
to better reflect the diversity of the neighborhood around us.  Soon after we began our 
work, by God’s grace, we also realized that, since Third is sharing its facilities with the 
Christian Arabic Church, God has already placed Third close to a rich source of 
relationship and a means of developing our cultural intelligence and ministry.

In November, Session approved Working Group #5’s recommendation that Third 
develop a deep relationship and partnership with the Christian Arabic Church.

 How will Christian community grow between Third Church and the Christian   
 Arabic Church?
• Through friendships – learning to value our differences as well as what we share in 

common.
• Through mission – joining each other in mission where God is already at work in the 

world around us.

 Next steps
• Our February Term theme, “The Whole Gospel for the Whole World,” will explore 
     God’s vision for cultural reconciliation and how we can engage in cross-cultural 
     relationships, particularly in our neighborhoods and with our Arabic brothers and 
     sisters.
• A team from Third Church and the Christian Arabic Church will meet to pray and 
     explore practical ways for friendships and mission to flourish between the two 
     congregations.

 Prayer Points for the week of January 29:
• Pray for the members of the joint leadership team from Third and the Christian Arabic 
     Church as they pray, plan and seek the Lord’s guidance for next steps in our 
     deepening relationships with one another as congregations and as individuals.
• Pray for Working Group 5 as we continue our work—that we would hear the Lord’s 
     leading and have the wisdom to know how to implement the directions he gives.
• Pray for everyone involved at Third, that we will all grow in our love for others and 
     have Christ’s heart for them.
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Welcome to our Newcomers Class, Spring 2017
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Josh, Jessie and 
Hunter Allen 

Trent
Radding 

 Jimmie and 
Margaret Duke 

Kyle and Jean 
Fuschetti    

Kelly 
Sharpe 

Denny and Susan 
Roberts 

Kelly and Chad 
Boring 

Sarah 
Shaw 

Mike and Lauren 
Brinson 

Erin 
Burlew

Steve
Hall    

Wesley
Su    

Chris and Brook
Trible 

Jerry and Barbara 
Wibberly  



NEWS & EVENTS

Working Group #2 Q&A Session – Sunday, Feb. 5, 12:30 p.m., Room 101
We’re offering another Q&A session to discuss the recent work of Strategic Planning’s 
Working Group #2 on the changes to the Session and Elder structure. For more info 
about the changes, visit thirdrva.org/strategic-planning, or contact Ed Satterfield 
(eds@thirdrva.org).

February Term Begins Next Week! Sundays in Feb., 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Each winter, we combine our Sunday School classes for a month to look at a topic 
together that has bearing on all of our lives. This year, we’ll be looking at the theme: The 
Whole Gospel for the Whole World. Our goal is to help our church family grow in cultural 
intelligence so that we may better extend God's grace and shalom to our changing 
population. Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. next Sunday for the first class. 
For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017. 

Last Call! Annual Men’s Retreat – Fri. and Sat., Feb. 3-4, Fellowship Hall 
Men of Third: the retreat is next weekend! Have you signed up? Our guest speaker will 
be Pat Goodman, and cost is $60 or $30 per day (scholarships available). For more info 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/men. Contact: Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Common Good RVA Conference – Saturday, Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
Union Seminary 
Katelyn Beaty, author of A Woman’s Place and former managing editor of Christianity 
Today, will serve as keynote speaker in this conference exploring the re-imagining of 
calling, career, and collaboration for the common good. More information and 
registration ($12): commongoodrva.org. 

Haiti Short-Term Missions Trip: Sign up today! 
Join us this summer (July 15-22) for this multi-generational team serving our mission 
partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three projects: home construction, medical 
assistance and a Vacation Bible School.  Children and adults age 14 and up are 
welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but medical professionals 
are needed. Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Beta Groups
If  you are new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, 
or if you would like to try a small group, please sign up for a Beta Group.  These small 
groups will meet for six weeks in late February/March timeframe. Sign up on the website 
at www.thirdrva.org/events or contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org.

Jobs For Life: Spring Class Kicks Off February 27
The Jobs for Life Training Program is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training 
program. Each student is teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class and 
the months following as they journey from unemployment to employment, or from
underemployment to better employment. Our next class kicks off at the end of February 
and there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife for more info 
and to get involved.

Great Escape 2017: Middle School Summer Trip
The Great Escape is an awesome week of fellowship and teaching for students who’ve 
completed grades 7 and 8. This year’s trip will be July 24-29, and we’ll head back to 
stay in the dorms of the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown. More info and sign-ups: 
thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

Sports Skills Camp: Registration Now Open 
Cold weather got you thinking about summer? Good, because registrations are open 
for our awesome Sports Skills Camp. The camp partners with our mission partner Sports 
Outreach Institute for kids in 1st through 12th grades and focuses on soccer, basketball, 
and kickball. This year, it will take place July 10-14. More info and sign ups: thirdrva.org/
events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Winter 2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Join us next week for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how we 
live our lives as Christ-followers – no matter what age or stage of life we find ourselves in. 
This year, we’ll be looking at the theme The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. 
Our goal is to help our church family grow in cultural intelligence so that we may better 
extend God's grace and shalom to our changing population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

Sermon Chat 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Foster and Orphan Care 
Work Group
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 29
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Second-time parents baptism class – Choir Room 
12:30 p.m. Q & A after the 11:15 a.m. service – Fellowship Hall

Monday, January 30
7:00 p.m. Asia missionary prayer and care meeting – at Dave and Judy Skove's home, 
                 10809 N. Bank Rd., Richmond, 23238, 741-5441
    
Tuesday, January 31
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, February 1
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women's group – Parlor  
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, February 2
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, February 3
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer group meeting – Student Ministry area
6:00 - 9:00 p.m. Men's Retreat – Fellowship Hall 

Saturday, February 4
8:30 a.m. Men's Retreat – Fellowship Hall 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


