
Sunday | January 22, 2017

RENEWING THE CITY
Third Sunday of Epiphany

“Christians should seek to live in the city, not to use the city 
to build great churches, but to use the church’s resources 

to seek a great, flourishing city.”

Timothy Keller



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude               "All My Hope On God Is Founded"                       Jeff Hummel 
             (Michael Burkhardt)     
                                                                                                                          
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                                                                                         
Leader:    Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 
                 proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole 
                 world may perceive the glory of his marvelous works, who lives and reigns 
                 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

Choral Call to Worship                         "Come, Light, Light of God"                                                                                                                            

      Come, light, light of God, o'erwhelm all creation. 
      Enlighten our hearts; let your light dwell in us.
       
Prayer of Adoration 

 Songs of Praise              "All Creatures of Our God and King"                 
                                                       "Build Your Kingdom Here" 

                (See music on following pages) 
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING
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BUILD YOUR KINGDOM HERE 
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 
           

    Prayer of Confession                                   

Silent Confession  

    Words of Comfort                    From Psalm 66

    Greeting of Peace 
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Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy,
by your holy life that heals us,
by your holy death that saves us,
by your Holy Spirit with us,
bome to cleanse these sinners that we are.
Set us free to obey you;
make us clear to stand before you;
then, for your mercy, we will praise you. 
Amen.

Leader: Come and listen, all you who fear God; 
let me tell you what he has done for us.

People: We cried out to him with our mouths; 
his praise was on our tongue.

Leader: If you had cherished sin in your heart, the Lord would not have listened; 
but God has surely listened and heard your voice in prayer.

People: Praise be to God, who has not rejected our prayer 
or withheld his love from us!

 †          



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                Jeremiah 29:4-7                                                           

4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 
what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons 
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 
Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.”

           
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings 
Pray for the Sydnor family in France; for their ministry of activating local churches for 
ministry to refugees.

Offertory                                "Rock of Ages (When The Day Seems Long)"
                                                     Text: Sandra McCracken  Music: Kevin Twit
Rock of Ages, when the day seems long, 
From this labor and this heartache, I have come.
The skies will wear out, but you remain the same.
Rock of Ages, I praise your name.

Rock of Ages, you have brought me near; 
You have poured out your life-blood, your love, your tears 
To make this stone heart come alive again. 
Rock of Ages, forgive my sin.

(Chorus)   Rock of Ages, Rock of Ages, 
                 Bind your children until the kingdom comes. 
                 Rock of Ages, your will be done.

Rock of Ages, when in want or rest, 
My desperate need for such a Savior I confess. 
Pull these idols out from my heart embrace. 
Rock of Ages, I need your grace.

Rock of Ages, broken, scorned for me. 
Who am I that you would die to make me free? 
To give me glory, you took the death and pain. 
Rock of Ages, my Offering. (Repeat Chorus) 

Rock of Ages, "It is done!" you cried. 
The curtain's torn and I see justice satisfied.
Now write your mercy on my heart and hands. 
Rock of Ages, in faith I stand.

Rock of Ages, my great hope secure. 
Your promise holds just like an anchor to my soul.
Bind your children with cords of love and grace. 
Rock of Ages, we give you praise.  (Repeat Chorus) 
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   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
        Praise him, all creatures here below; 
        Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
        Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.    

Vision Presentation: Working Group #4
(See page 18)

Installation of New Trustees
11:15 a.m. service 

 †          



Choral Prayer Introit                           "Hear Our Prayer, O Lord"          
8:45 and 11:15 services       
Hear our prayer, O Lord; hear our prayer, O Lord.
Incline thine ear to us, and grant us thy peace.  Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord's Prayer  
Leader: Generous God, everything we have comes from you. Thank you for the 

tremendous gifts you have granted to us: our land; our facilities; our material, 
human and spiritual resources. Lead us to steward all that you have entrusted to 
us for the glory of your kingdom and the good of our neighbors. May we not 
use our city to build a great church – use us, dear Lord, to build a great city.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving God, bless our neighbors and lead them to flourish. We pray for 

Tuckahoe Elementary School and for all its staff, families and children. For the 
businesses, restaurants, and offices that surround us and all those who work 
and frequent there. For our physical neighbors in the streets and neighborhoods 
surrounding this building. For Trinity Methodist Church, for River Road Church, 
and other churches nearby. May this little part of metro Richmond more clearly 
reflect your kingdom, and help us to participate in that work.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Sovereign God, we pray for all our elected officials. We pray for Mayor of 

Richmond Levar Stoney, for Henrico County Supervisor Patricia O’Bannon and 
other county supervisors, for Governor Terry McAuliffe and President Donald 
Trump. Grant all those serving in government wisdom, humility, servant-
heartedness, and a commitment to serve the common good.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
And for what else should we pray?
Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), 
Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin Thompson Hall, 11/25), Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily 
Henley (mother and grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood (mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila 
(mother, 11/7), Jane Mims (mother, 10/31), Percy Strickland (father, 10/24), Patrick L. 
Wallace (father, 10/16), Dania Luby (father, 10/8) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ's name the heritage of racism: to overcome ignorance, 
indifference, resentment and bitterness with regard to race in both private and public life. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                             "Be Thou My Vision"               

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I thy true son,
Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
Thou mine inheritance, now and always;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

                               

 †  
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Commission                                                                           From Romans 11 and 12 
Leader: Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
Live in harmony with one another. 
Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low 
position. Do not be conceited.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in 
the eyes of everyone. 
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace 
with everyone.

Everyone: From him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever and ever!

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                 "Festive Trumpet Tune"                             Jeff Hummel 
11:15 a.m. service         (David German)                                            
                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners the Sydnor family in France,  
for their ministry of activating local churches for ministry to refugees.

Today's liturgists:  Corey Widmer, Liesel Reussner 

 †  

 †  
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RENEWAL: Week 3 
Renewing the City

In the month of January we are spending four weeks focusing on the work of renewal that 
God is doing among us at Third Church. This Sunday our emphasis is on renewing the city. 
We believe the gospel has the power not just to renew individual lives, but to bring 
renewal to whole communities and cities.  As we read in Acts 8:8, as the church grew, 
“there was much joy in the city.”

In the coming years, here are some ways we will seek to partner with God in the gospel 
renewal of metro Richmond:
• In our facilities and campus planning process, we are seeking to engage our                
     surrounding neighbors and institutions to discern how we can make the Tuckahoe area  
     an even better place (see next page).
• Our new Parish structure of congregational life encourages each Parish to contribute 
     to the flourishing of its particular part of metro Richmond. 
• We will seek ways to strengthen our partnerships with our local mission partners that 
     are renewing metro Richmond in distinct ways, such as Urban Hope (affordable 
     housing), RCLI (leadership and vocational development), CrossOver (health care) and   
     CHAT (urban community development and work leadership institute).  

Prayer points for the week of January 22:
•Pray that God would bring renewal and revival to our church and city.
•Pray for Strategic Working Group #4 as they develop a plan to guide the use and 
    improvement of our land and facilities.   
•Pray that God would use people in our Parishes all over metro Richmond to contribute 
    to the flourishing of their neighborhoods.  
•Pray for our local mission partners that are working for the renewal of metro 
    Richmond. 



Strategic Planning Updates
thirdrva.org/strategic-planning

Working Group #4

To see the planning results from the design workshop and participate in a 
Q&A on Working Group #4’s update, please visit: thirdrva.org/strategic-
planning or come to the Q&A session in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the 
11:15 a.m. service today.

What’s happening?
- We’re developing a plan to guide the use and improvement of our land and facilities at 
the Forest Avenue campus.  

Why?  
- Third must address the significant needs of our aging facilities while best serving our 
congregation and community for the future. 

What core principles are guiding us? 
 - We believe our infrastructure should align with our call as Third Church.  
• How is the gospel, the flourishing of our area, and our desire to deepen community 

best expressed through our property and facilities?    

- We believe that every property contributes to a place.  
• What will our contribution be to the Tuckahoe area?   

What have we done?  
- Since November 2016 our team has been engaged with the surrounding neighbors, 
Tuckahoe Elementary School representatives, area homeowner associations, Henrico 
County officials, local business owners and nearby commercial property owners.  Our 
focus has been to understand what makes the Forest Avenue area around Third so 
desirable and ways we can work together towards making it an even better place.  
 
- Over the past 5 days Mike Watkins Architects, along with a number of professionals 
from across the country (many on a volunteer basis), have assembled at Third to aid in the 
process.  The in depth conversation that took place with our congregation and our 
community has resulted in conceptual plans showing some exciting opportunities for 
Third’s property, the heart of the Tuckahoe area and the surrounding neighborhoods.
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What’s next?  
- WG #4 will look for ways we can implement the collaborative land plans into Third’s 
future actions. 

- We’ll start an intensive design process “inside the walls” of our buildings and facilities.  
BCWH Architects in conjunction with Waldron Studios will guide us in 2017 to determine 
how best to update, expand or realign our existing facilities.   

How do I fit in?  
- Prayer:  Please join in praying for the work being done and in thankfulness for the ways 
God has already moved in circumstance and relationships.  

- Learn:  Watch for updates and future opportunities to participate at www.thirdrva.org/
strategic-planning.  Contact Rob Lanphear (roblanphear@gmail.com, 804-641-4947) or 
Alan Ware (alanw@thirdrva.org, 804-282-4645) with questions or to be more involved 
with the process moving forward.    
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NEWS & EVENTS
Annual Men’s Retreat – Friday and Saturday, Feb. 3-4, Fellowship Hall 
Do you wonder: Why do I keep responding that way? Where did that reaction come 
from? If questions like these have crossed your mind then you will find the retreat 
worthwhile. Our annual retreat is a time of both fellowship and deep biblical teaching. 
Our guest speaker will be Pat Goodman, and cost is $60 (scholarships available). 
To sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/men. Contact: Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Common Good RVA Conference – Saturday, Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
Union Seminary 
Katelyn Beaty, author of A Woman’s Place and former managing editor of Christianity 
Today, will serve as keynote in this conference exploring the re-imagining of calling, 
career, and collaboration for the common good. More information and registration 
($12): commongoodrva.org. 

Haiti Short-Term Missions Trip: Sign Up today! 
Join us this summer (July 15-22) for this multi-generational team serving our mission 
partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three projects: home construction, medical 
assistance and a Vacation Bible School.  Children and adults age 14 and up are 
welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but medical professionals 
are needed. Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 

Barnabas Training – Saturday, January 28, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m., Hope Church
Join us for a one-day Barnabas Training workshop to be equipped to better encourage 
friends facing difficult times in life and faith.  This biblically-based seminar helps you 
understand others by gaining a deeper understanding of your own heart. Learn more 
and sign up: thebarnabascenterrva.org.

Student Ministry Winter Retreat – February 10-12, Camp Willow Run
Students in grades 7 through 12: join us for this weekend filled with worship, games, 
fellowship and some great talks from speaker Percy Strickland. You don't want to miss it. 
We promise an awesome time. Cost: $155. Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

Great Escape 2017: Middle School Summer Trip
The Great Escape is an awesome week of fellowship and teaching for students who’ve 
completed grades 7 and 8. This year’s trip will be July 24-29, and we’ll head back to 
stay in the dorms of University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown. Early registration ($495) closes 
January 22! More info and sign-ups: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Andrea 
Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Winter 2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Join us next month for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how 
we live our lives as Christ-followers - no matter what age or stage of life we find ourselves 
in. This year, we’ll be looking at the theme: The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. 
Our goal is to help our church family grow in cultural intelligence so that we may better 
extend God's grace and shalom to our changing population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

Sermon Chat 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Foster and Orphan Care 
Work Group
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, January 22
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Baptism class for first-time parents – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Q & A after the 11:15 a.m. service – Fellowship Hall

Monday, January 23
7:00 p.m.  Asia prayer and care group meeting - at Judy and Dave Skove's home, 
                  10809 North Bank Rd., Richmond, 23238, 741-5441

Tuesday, January 24
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
12:00 p.m. Christian Book group – Bonhoeffer Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, January 25
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, January 26
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, January 27
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. That Great Dance – Fellowship Hall 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
  

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


