
Sunday | January 17, 2016

THE LIBERATOR OF THE OPPRESSED
Second Sunday after Epiphany

“The Son of David brings not only a future rule but also present 
release from sin and a reversal of the effects of Satan’s presence 

in the world. In short, this is the beginning of the fulfillment of 
God’s promise, and Jesus is the source of that fulfillment.”

Darrell L. Bock



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                       “All My Hope on God is Founded”–  Jeff Hummel                                              
                            Michael Burkhardt                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                         
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                                        From Psalm 146  

Leader:  Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. I will praise the Lord all my life; I will 
sing praise to my God as long as I live.

People:  He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free, he gives sight to the blind.

Leader: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down, the Lord loves the righteous.  The 
Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow. The 
Lord reigns forever.

All: Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, my soul. I will praise the Lord all
my life; we will sing praise to our God as long as we live. 

                                                                                                                     
      Opening Prayer  

       Hymns/Songs of Praise 
                                                         “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”– #130 in the Hymnal 
                                                                                                                             “Our Great God”
                    (See music on following page.)

                                          
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †

 †



OUR GREAT GOD





CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                  
Leader: Lord Jesus, you have come to set the captives free and give sight to the blind 

both physically and spiritually, yet we so often don’t see those needs in others 
or in ourselves.

People: Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader: Heavenly Father, you generously give your grace to all but we don’t accept it 

or we want to keep it for ourselves.
People: Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, your grace has set us free but we constantly return to the captivity 

of our sins.
People: Forgive us, Lord. 
Leader: Lord God, we confess these things before you together and we ask now that 

you would hear our individual silent confession.

Silent Confession 

Words of Assurance and Forgiveness                                                   From Acts 13                                                
Leader: The Apostle Paul says, “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through 

Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.” Through him everyone who 
believes is set free from every sin.

People: Thanks be to God!

Song of Assurance          “The Lord is Merciful and Gracious” – adapted from Psalm 103   
                                                                                                       (See music on following page.)



THE LORD IS MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS



Sacrament of Baptism                                                                Charles Lathan Crocker
11:15 Service 

THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU

 †    Greeting of Peace



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                                  
Our Offerings
Pray for the ministry of the love of Christ through Nehemiah’s Workshop volunteers, who train 
youth and adults in Church Hill in confidence and ability in conducting basic home repairs, 
knowledge about basic tools, and woodworking skills in order to build self esteem and 
improve their lifestyles at home and in the workplace.
                                          
Musical Offering                                                 “My Soul Finds Rest” – Sanctuary Choir
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                           (Keyes, Townend)

My soul finds rest in God alone, my rock and my salvation.
A fortress strong against my foes, and I will not be shaken.
Though lips may bless and hearts may curse and lies like arrows pierce me,
I’ll fix my heart on righteousness; I’ll look to Him who hears me.

Find rest, my soul, in God alone, amid the world’s temptations;
When evil seeks to take a hold, I’ll cling to my salvation.
Though riches come and riches go, don’t set your heart upon them.
The fields of hope in which I sow are harvested in heaven.

O praise Him, hallelujah, my delight and my reward,
Everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, my God.

I set my gaze on God alone and trust in Him completely.
With ev’ry day pour out my soul and He will prove His mercy.
Though life is but a fleeting breath, a sigh too brief to measure,
My King has crushed the curse of death, and I am His forever.

O praise Him, hallelujah, my delight and my reward,
Everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, my God.

O praise Him, hallelujah, hallelujah!  Praise Him! 
Hallelujah!  O praise Him!  Hallelujah!

Musical Offering                                                                                            “Psalm 62” 
10:00 Service                                                                          (See music on following page.)
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   



PSALM 62 



 Doxology 
  Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him, all creatures here 
        below; Praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy 
        Ghost. Amen.

 †



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                       Luke 4:14-30                                                                               
14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 
into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today 
this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 23 Jesus said to 
them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell 
me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ 24 Truly I 
tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there 
were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years 
and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, 
but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with 
leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman 
the Syrian.” 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got 
up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went 
on his way. 

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

+ The Liberator of the Oppressed+
   Rick Hutton 

   

Notes:



GLORIA PATRI

RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                                                                         



New Members Joining
8:45 and 10:00 am services 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health
Susan Godfrey, Bill and Ann Nell Jackson, Nancy Cunningham, Joe and June Keller, Mary 
Cox, Vickie O’Dell, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Lou 
Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty Cox, Pam Rambo, Jared 
Armistead 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Cheryl Richardson (father, 12/28), Betty Cox (husband Joe, 12/16), Libbie Davis 
(11/27), Jennifer deCerff (father, 11/24), David Morris (mother-in-law, 11/24), Mary 
Howard (11/18), Diane Atkinson (mother, 11/3)

For Metro Richmond
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: to experience the victory of 
Jesus’ resurrection over all personal and institutional results of racism and racial inequality 
in this metropolitan city. 

For Our Nation and the World
Afghanistan: intercede for this embattled country that is much in the news as the Afghan 
government seeks to govern despite a Taliban insurgency. Pray for peace for citizens, an
end to ethnic strife, and safety for foreign workers and guests. Lift up the small but faithful 
indigenous church. Pray also for a translation effort that seeks to render the Bible in one of 
the country’s major languages. The team currently is working on the Gospel of Luke. 



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

      Song of Commission                “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” – #492 in the Hymnal                      

      Commission                                                                             

Leader:  Jesus proclaims good news to the poor, freedom for the prisoners, recovery 
of sight to the blind, and he sets the oppressed free. He proclaims the year 
of the Lord’s favor to all who would receive him, to us.

People:  May we live each day as people who have been set free!

                                
       Benediction                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                   
Postlude                                                                           “Sing Praise to God” – Jeff Hummel                                     
                                                                                                                          (Paul Laubengayer) 
                                                                                                                                   

SERVICE NOTES

Today we celebrate the baptism of Charles Lathan Crocker, son of Katherine Mims 
Crocker and Mark Crocker. Relatives present today are Bill, Jane and Sarah Mims; Kyle, 
Emily and Ginnie Sherman; and Larry, Nancy and Stephanie Crocker. Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Bill Mims.  The prayer sponsor is Lauren Earley. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Caleb Mundy Cochrane, son of Caleb Robert and 
Jessica Cochrane. Baby Caleb was born on January 7, 2016. 

A memorial service will be held for Joe Cox this afternoon at 2:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
A reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall after the service. 

Today’s flowers are given in memory of Joe Cox. 

Having difficulty hearing? See one of our ushers to use a hearing assistance device.

 †  
 †  

 †  



NEWS & EVENTS

Sign Up Today! Stop Hunger Now – Saturday, January 23
We are raising money to purchase 100,000 meals that we will package together on 
January 23. To join in the effort, donate towards our goal of $29,000 and sign up to serve 
a shift on January 23 to package meals, either from 9:30 -11:30 a.m. or 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 
Details at the table in the Fellowship Hall or online: thirdrva.org/news-events/stop-hunger-
now.  

Beta Groups
If you’re new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, or if you’d 
just like to try a new small group, sign up for a Beta group. These small groups will meet for six 
weeks in the February/March time frame. Sign up on the website at thirdrva.org/registrations 
or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 

Donations Needed! Valentine Care Boxes 
Third’s women will assemble Valentine care boxes for our college students and men and 
women in the military on February 9. To donate, you can drop off individually wrapped 
treats (candy, popcorn, etc.) or other small gifts to the box by the infant nursery. To submit 
addresses for recipients of care packages, contact Sterling Lloyd (sterlingl@thirdrva.org or 
282-4645 x115).

Shiloh: Dessert and Fellowship – Monday, February 1, 7:00 p.m. 
Shiloh is a new ministry of Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of an unborn 
child, or longing for a child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites you to a gathering of dessert 
and fellowship at the Huttons’ home: 9602 January Court. Husbands welcome. 
RSVP: Charlotte Gage (charlotte.jean.gage@gmail.com). 

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through
a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. Visit 
www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: RelationshipsInPeace.
thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.
 

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Barnabas Training Basic: January 30, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Velocity Church
Led by Lisa Ould and others, this one-day Barnabas training will equip you to take
conversations deeper, and support and encourage friends facing difficult times in life and 
faith. Sign up on the Barnabas Center website by January 15 for $80.00 discounted cost, 
thebarnabascenter.org/event/btb-richmond-january-30-2016. Call Ed Satterfield for more 
info or assistance with cost: 282-4645.

Blood Drive – Saturday, January 23, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Third will host a blood drive in the basement this Saturday during our Stop Hunger Now event. 
Pre-registration is recommended so you don’t have to wait. Bring a photo ID and drink plenty 
of liquids! Sign-ups available in the Fellowship Hall today, online at redcrossblood.org, or by 
contacting Elizabeth Connor (bconner288@gmail.com/205-4983).

Tiny Tykes Fundraiser – Hope Thrift Store, January 23 
Tiny Tykes Preschool is Hope Thrift’s ministry of the month of January.  Shop Saturday, January 
23 from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. at 11260 Patterson Avenue.  All sales that day benefit Tiny Tykes.

Parent Forum – Wednesday, January 20, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 
Third’s family and student ministry wants to equip parents to think “christianly” in an
increasingly secular society and empower them to address tough issues with their children. 
This event is targeted for parents with children in 5th grade and older.  Submit questions on 
Third’s website by January 17 for consideration by our panelists. Full details: www.thirdrva.
org/news-events/parent-forum.

Men’s Retreat – February 5-6, Sanctuary 
Mark your calendar for this year’s Annual Men’s Retreat. Back by popular demand, Jerry 
Leachman will be joining us to teach. Registration ($50, including meals) is now open online 
(thirdrva.org/registrations) or by calling the church office (282-4645). 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
Sermon Chat
Join us in Room 207 which is conveniently located next to our 2nd floor coffee area. We are 
your impromptu destination drop-in class. We’ll discuss the scriptures and the sermon’s main 
themes in an engaging venue. 

To learn more about our other discipleship/fellowship classes, please visit our 
website or see the Winter and Spring class brochure (found throughout the church) to read 
about all the study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community. 
Please contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Sunday Morning Ministry: Join us each Sunday for food, great teaching, and great 
people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area
 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry: Be a part of games, music and teaching and amazing small 
group community each Sunday night. 
 600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
 7:00-8:30 p.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade.



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Services - Child care available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

10:00 a.m. Service - Sunday School for children ages 2 and older. Nursery available for 
infants and toddlers. For details on all Sunday school class offerings, pick up the Winter and 
Spring class brochure found near the doors. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a 
little too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in the 
connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third 
for your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 



2016 Summer Short-Term Mission Trips

Third Church is offering some unique opportunities to see how God is working around the 
world and build relationships with others of different cultures. We’ll be highlighting these 
different trips over the next couple weeks. 

Join us this year as we follow Jesus into the world to help change lives and be changed 
ourselves. Pray now to ask if God is calling you to serve in this way.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
A multi-generational team serving our mission partner Haiti Outreach Ministries with three 
projects: home construction, medical assistance and a vacation Bible school.  Children and 
adults, age 14 and up, are welcome. No skills needed for construction and Bible school, but 
medical professionals are needed.
Trip dates: July 16-23
Deadline: March 20
Estimated cost: $1570
Contact: Billy and Jen Martin, JenRMartin@outlook.com or (843) 364-0885
Informational meetings: January 17, 24, and February 21 in the Parlor at 10:15 a.m. 
and 12:20 p.m.

El Salvador 
A team to work alongside our El Salvador mission partner and staff serving the community 
through English language training, micro-business support, engagement at local schools, and 
ministry at an orphanage.  At the core of every ministry project is the goal of discipleship and 
sharing the love of God.  Basic Spanish skills are helpful, but not required. College age and 
up; limit 14 persons.
Trip dates:  June 18-25
Deadline: April 15
Estimated cost: $1755
Contact: Tom Barila, tomb@thirdrva.org or 282-4645 x117
Informational meetings: January 31 and March 6, 10:00 a.m. in the Choir Room



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 17
8:15 a.m. Prayer and Communion – Room 101 
8:45 a.m. Worship service – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Worship service – Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m. Worship service – Sanctuary 
2:00 p.m. Memorial service for Joe Cox – Sanctuary. Reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Student evening ministry – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, January 18 
7:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Muslim World Prayer and Care group – meets at Laurie Chalifoux’ home, 
                 10801 Whitaker Woods Road (740-1199) - led by Andrew Fuller 
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
8:00 p.m. Christian Arabic Church ministry outreach with students – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, January 19
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:15 a.m. Weekly group “The Armor of God” – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly morning Mothers Together group – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Monthly dinner group mtg. – Fellowship Hall  
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, January 20
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Kids Jam and Music Fundamentals with chimes and bells – Room 201/Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Women’s group mtg. – Parlor 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday night activities – Various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Thursday, January 21
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
 



Friday, January 22 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Saturday, January 23
8:00 a.m. Stop Hunger Now – Fellowship Hall 
9:00 a.m. Red Cross Blood Drive – Basement 



A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP! 
Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:15 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary
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Hall
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Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)
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Rm 101

Parlor
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