
Sunday | January 7, 2018 

THE BEGINNING OF CREATION 
Epiphany 

  
“The good news found in Genesis is that there are beginnings. 

There are not simply repetitions, moving pieces around, or copying. 
There are beginnings, and they are wrought by the speech of God 

which evokes among us a new world.”

 Walter Brueggemann







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian Calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms God's story in and for the world.  After six weeks preparing 
for and celebrating the birth of Jesus, the season of Epiphany runs from January 6th until 
early March, focused on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s Kingdom to the 
whole world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’s life among the People of Israel 
reveals the complicated, beautiful nature of God, and in each aspect of Christ's identity 
and calling we also see glimpses of the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

So what’s with all the crazy colors? Our sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of 
revelation, as well, so added to the white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many 
other colors, each one standing for one aspect of the Kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: 
yellow and gold for the gifts of the travelling wise men, signaling that Jesus came to claim 
people of every nation as his own; red and orange for the Holy Spirit that rested upon 
Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe marking Jesus 
as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; even black and brown to remind us that Jesus faced suffering and rejection even 
before his final days moving towards his betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex Kingdom life Christ brings into 
the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see Him more and more in 
the multi-colored light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                           "Processional in C"                               Jeff Hummel 
                                                            (Michael Helman) 
                                                                                                                                       
Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation for Worship                                                           A Collect for Epiphany
Leader: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, 
may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, 
worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.                   
                                                                
    Call to Worship                                                                  From Colossians 1:15-18

Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
People: For by him all things were created;
Leader: Things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities;
all things were created by him and for him.

People: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Leader: And he is the head of the body, the church; 

he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, 
People: So that in everything he might have the supremacy!

Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise                        "Open Up the Heavens" 
                                                "Give to Our God Immortal Praise"               (See page 7)                    
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 †          
The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



OPEN UP THE HEAVENS 
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GIVE TO OUR GOD IMMORTAL PRAISE
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Leader:
He built the earth, he spread the sky,
And fixed the starry lights on high:
Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat his mercies in your song.

Together:
Give to our God immortal praise;
Mercy and truth are all his ways:
Wonders of grace to God belong,
Repeat his mercies in your song.

He fills the sun with morning light;
He bids the moon direct the night:
His mercies ever shall endure,
When suns and moons shall shine no more.

He sent his Son with power to save
From guilt and darkness and the grave:
Wonders of grace to God belong;
Repeat his mercies in your song.

Give to the Lord of lords renown,
The King of kings with glory crown:
His mercies ever shall endure,
When lords and kings are known no more.



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                          "I Confess to God the Almighty" 
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Silent Confession 

   Words of Comfort  
  

Leader: Hear the good news! 
Who is in a position to condemn?

People: Only Christ!
Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 

Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

People: Amen!

    
   

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

 †          

 †          



THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Joseph and Mary Kishore as they seek through evangelism, Christian nurture, 
and medical and social ministry to preach and share the gospel of salvation through 
Jesus Christ in the state of Andhra Pradesh and all of India.
                 
Offertory                                     "By the Gentle Waters"                          Sanctuary Choir 
                       (Berry) 

By the gentle waters you will safely lead me,
In green pastures feed me, knowing what is best.
Though I often stray, wander far away,
I can hear you say, "Come to me and rest."

Though the path be rough and rugged,
Though the trail be dark and steep,
Still the gentle Shepherd watches o'er his sheep.

There's no need to fear when the Shepherd's near.
When your voice I hear, I find comfort sure.
Free from all alarm, sheltered from all harm,
Safely in your arms, I can rest secure.

With the flock abiding, all my needs supplying,
Comforting and guiding, leading all the way.
Jesus, loving Shepherd, you'll forsake me never.
In your flock forever, I am not alone.

Though the darkness hide me, you are close beside me.
Gentle Shepherd, guide me 'til I'm safely home,
'Til I'm safely home, safely home.
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     Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

          Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
          below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
          Holy Ghost. Amen.

     The Apostles' Creed 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried;
 the third day he rose from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                                  Genesis 1:1-10                                                   

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 
formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God 
was hovering over the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and 
the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
first day.

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from 
water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the 
water above it. And it was so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, 
and there was morning—the second day.

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry 
ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the 
gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Beginning of Creation 

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, 
we offer you our praise, saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

"The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

15



Communion Songs                           "Of the Father's Love Begotten"               

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see, evermore and evermore!

O that birth forever blessed, when the Virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race;
And the Babe, the world’s Redeemer,
First revealed his sacred face, evermore and evermore!

O ye heights of heaven, adore him; angel hosts, his praises sing;
Powers, dominions, bow before him, and extol our God and King!
Let no tongue on earth be silent,
Every voice in concert ring, evermore and evermore!

Amen.
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                                                      "This Is My Father's World"                #384 in the Hymnal 

This is my Father's world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world: I rest me in the thought 
Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas –his hand the wonders wrought. 

This is our Father's world: O let us not forget
That though the wrong is great and strong, God is the ruler yet. 
He trusts us with his world, to keep it clean and fair–
All earth and trees, all skies and seas, all creatures everywhere. 

This is my Father's world: he shines in all that's fair;
In the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere. 
This is my Father's world: why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is King, let heaven ring! God reigns; let earth be glad! 

Officer Ordination 
11:15 a.m. service
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, JoeAnn Harlow, Dru Fitch, James 
Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, 
Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, Greyson Tate, 
Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Cindy Vogel (mother, 12/30), Jane Fields (sister, 12/21), Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 
12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and Lynley Steadman (brother, 
uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt (brother, 11/24), Lauralee Allen (father, 11/13), Mark 
Williams (father), Greg Fischer (brother, 10/27), Dave Beckmann (mother, 10/26 and 
father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis (husband Jack, 10/4), Rick 
Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ's name the heritage of racism: for the elimination of 
discrimination in living patterns, public education, employment, political jurisdiction, 
transportation and churches in metropolitan Richmond. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission             
                                          "I Sing the Mighty Power of God"            #52 in the Hymnal 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, 
That spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule by day;
The moon shines full at his command and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food;
He formed the creatures with his word and then pronounced them good. 
Lord, how your wonders are displayed where'er I turn my eye, 
If I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the sky!

There's not a plant or flower below but makes your glories known;
And clouds arise and tempests blow by order from your throne;
While all that borrows life from you is ever in your care,
And everywhere that I may be, you, God, are present there.  

                                          

 †          
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   Commission                                                                   From 2 Corinthians 5:17-20

Leader: If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 
The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message 
of reconciliation. 

People: We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal through us. 

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                               "O God, Our Help in Ages Past"                        Jeff Hummel
                                                            (Michael Burkhardt)                                                                                                 
   
                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                   

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Lucy Meredith Bruce, daughter of Janice and Alex 
Bruce. Lucy was born on January 1, 2018.  

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Joseph and Mary Kishore as 
they seek through evangelism, Christian nurture and medical and social ministry to preach 
and share the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ in the state of Andhra Pradesh and 
all of India.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Today! Meet our mission partner Carolyn Rennie – 11:15 a.m., Parlor
Please join us for a meet and greet with our mission partner Carolyn Rennie from 
Romania. Light refreshments will be available.

Newcomers Class – January 14, 19-20
Interested in learning more about Third or exploring membership? We’d love to get to 
know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach at our Newcomers Class. At the end 
of the class, you'll have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church 
family. For more info and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

Annual Men’s Retreat: Calling All Men to Neighbor Well – February 2-3
Our annual retreat is a time of both fellowship and deep biblical teaching, taking place 
each winter. This year, we’ll hear from Jay Pathak, co-author of the book The Art of 
Neighboring, who will help us act on one important question: What’s the most loving 
thing I can do for my neighbors? Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Young Adult Happy Hour: Friday, Jan. 12, 6:30 p.m., 4711 Wythe Avenue
Young professionals and young adults (from the 23-35 age range), join us for this time 
to get together and enjoy each other’s company. We won’t have an agenda, it will just 
be fun people having fun conversations. There will be some appetizers/desserts/snack 
foods and feel free to BYOB.  No RSVP needed.

Barnabas Training: Taking Conversations Deeper – Saturday, February 3, 
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Join us for a one-day Barnabas Training to be equipped to better encourage friends
facing difficult times in life and faith. This biblically-based seminar, led by Barnabas 
Center staff, helps you understand others by gaining a deeper understanding of your 
own heart.  Sign up on the Barnabas Center website by January 13 for $80 discounted 
cost at thebarnabascenterrva.org.  

Freedom Road: A Recovery Community — Meeting Again Beginning Jan.10
Freedom Road, a life recovery group, will begin a 14-week video/discussion study of the 
12 Steps for recovery from unhealthy attachments, addictions and habits. Come join us 
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, 500 Forest Ave., 2nd floor conference room (enter from 
back of building.) Questions? Contact Mary Damon (merryoh@gmail.com).



WHAT’S HAPPENING
We're hosting a parish life experience where you can learn which parish area you live 

in and which parish groups are meeting near you. Meet the leaders of your group, 
and celebrate this new opportunity we have to love our neighbors and our city.

WHEN AND WHERE
Sunday morning, January 21 and 28, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

(You only need to come one Sunday!)

WHY YOU SHOULD COME
Because we believe that we are called to seek the renewal of all things, and that the 
renewal of all things starts in our backyards. Life in parish groups starts here; you’ll 

get everything you need to start building community and living missionally 
right in your neighborhood.

We also promise it will be fun.

HOW WILL IT WORK ?
Sunday school classes for the adults will be on break for these two weeks in January, to 
make sure everyone has the opportunity to come and learn how they can be involved in 

a parish group in their area and to meet other folks who live near them. 

When you come to the Fellowship Hall that morning, head to the maps to identify which 
parish area you live in. From there, you’ll find a table dedicated to your parish area 

where you can get all the info you need on the parish group near you.

Don’t worry, we’ll have plenty of volunteers on hand to help you navigate the steps 
and keep you fueled with coffee and snacks! Join us!
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

The Sunday morning Discipleship classes for adults will be on break for 
January as we prepare for launching Parish Groups and our joint February 
Term starting February 4. Stay tuned for these exciting opportunities coming 
up! 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  

          

STUDENT MINISTRY
Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 7
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
11:15 a.m. Meet and greet with Carolyn Rennie – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101

Monday, January 8  
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 

Tuesday, January 9
9:00 a.m. Monthly study – Room 217 
10:00 a.m. Sara's Circle of Friends – Room 101
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217
6:30 p.m. Dinner study with Nan Clarke – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, January 10
8:30 a.m.  Community Bible Study – Various rooms in 600 Forest Avenue 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 Wednesday night gathering – Basement 

Thursday, January 11
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, January 12
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Today!  Join us for our Welcome Coffee: 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here to 

learn more about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They're here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building. 


