
Sunday | January 14, 2018 

THE BEGINNING OF HUMANITY
Second Sunday of Epiphany 

“Shame is a primary means to prevent us from using gifts we 
have been given. And those gifts enable us to flourish as a 

light-bearing community of Jesus followers who work to create 
space for others who wish to join it to do so. Shame, therefore, 

is not simply an unfortunate, random, emotional event that 
came with us out of the primordial evolutionary soup. It is both 
a source and result of evil’s active assault on God’s creation, 

and a way for evil to try to hold out until the new heaven 
and earth appear at the consummation of history.” 

                                              Curt Thompson







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story in and for the world.  After six weeks 
preparing for and celebrating the birth of Jesus, the season of Epiphany runs from 
January 6 until early March, focused on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s 
kingdom to the whole world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the 
people of Israel reveals the complicated, beautiful nature of God, and in each aspect 
of Christ's identity and calling we also see glimpses of the life God wants to re-make in 
all of us.
 
So what’s with all the crazy colors? Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of 
revelation as well, so added to the white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many 
other colors, each one standing for one aspect of the kingdom of God revealed in Jesus:  
yellow and gold for the gifts of the traveling wise men, signaling that Jesus came to claim 
people of every nation as his own; red and orange for the Holy Spirit that rested upon 
Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe marking Jesus 
as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; even black and brown to remind us that Jesus faced suffering and rejection even 
before his final days moving towards his betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.
 
The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life Christ brings into 
the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see him more and more in 
the multicolored light of Jesus.

4



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                           "My Hope Is Built"                               Jeff Hummel 
                                                            (Raymond Haan) 
                                                                                                                                       
Welcome and Announcements   

Choral Preparation for Worship     
                                      "Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It!"                Sanctuary Choir                                             

                                                                                
    Call to Worship                                                                    From Psalm 47:1-2, 5-6

Leader 1: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places!

Leader 2: Alabado sea Dios, Padre de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, que nos ha 
bendecido en las regiones celestiales con toda bendición espiritual 
en Cristo.

Leader 1: In love he chose us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will!

Leader 2: En amor nos predestinó para adopción como hijos para sí mediante 
Jesucristo, conforme al beneplácito de su voluntad.

Everyone: All this is to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely 
given us in the One he loves!

Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise         "All Creatures of Our God and King"      #356 in the Hymnal                                 
                                                                                                                       (vv. 1,2,4 & 5) 

                                  "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (Lord, We Praise You)" 
                      
                         
                (See music on following pages)                                                           
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The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †          



ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING 

All creatures of our God and King,
Lift up your voice and with us sing
Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

All ye who are of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on him cast your care,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship him in humbleness,
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One,
O praise him, O praise him,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE  
(LORD, WE PRAISE YOU)
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Song of Confession                "Create in Me a Clean Heart"             Sanctuary Choir          
                 (Mueller)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

Create in me a clean heart, O God!

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort  
  
Leader: What can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
People: We have died together, we will rise together, we will live together.
Leader: In and through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!

Celebration of Baptism 
10:00 a.m. service                                                                      Robert Bennett Schmidt 
11:15 a.m. service                                    Beatrice Boyd Clarke and Wren Sarah Clarke                                                                 
Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 
 

   Greeting of Peace   
   As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 

        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for the ministry of the love of Christ through Nehemiah’s Workshop volunteers, who 
train youth and adults in Church Hill in confidence and ability in conducting basic home 
repairs, knowledge about basic tools, and woodworking skills in order to build self 
esteem and improve their lifestyles at home and in the workplace.
                 
Offertory                                                                                     

     Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

          Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
          below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
          Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Readings                                                                     Genesis 1:26-27; 2:25                                                  

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

25 Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Beginning of Humanity 

+ Derek Mondeau +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Song of Response                                  "Jesus, I Come"                          

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus I come. 
Into thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to thee. 
Out of my sickness into thy health, 
Out of my wanting and into thy wealth, 
Out of my sin and into thyself, 
Jesus, I come to thee.

Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the glorious gain of thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to thee. 
Out of earth's sorrows into thy balm, 
Out of life’s storms and into thy calm, 
Out of distress into jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to thee. 
Out of myself to dwell in thy love, 
Out of despair into raptures above, 
Upward forever on wings like a dove, 
Jesus, I come to thee.

© 2000 Greg Thompson Music.
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Prayers of the People                                                                          

Leader: Gracious Father, thank you that your Son Jesus not only restores our 
relationship with you, but also through Christ each of us may be restored to 
our true self. Grant us grace to live in the freedom of our identity in Christ, 
free of shame, fear and hiding.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord Jesus, we praise you that you heal our brokenness and renew us to be 

your image bearers. As you work in us, we ask you also to work through us 
that we might be instruments of your mercy and love in our homes, our 
neighborhoods, our workplaces, and wherever you send us this week.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Holy Spirit, thank you that you are always at work in the world. We grieve 

today for all those who are homeless because of war, natural disaster, 
mental illness, or circumstances beyond their control. We pray that you 
would comfort them, restore hope, and turn their hearts to the God who 
loves them and who was homeless himself. Move your people to provide 
help and care as a sign of your mercy and love for the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Rick DeJarnette, Sean Sanderson, Katie Bishop, Rick Hendrickson, JoeAnn Harlow, 
Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, 
Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Gina Maio, Brad Bishop, 
Greyson Tate, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones:
Cindy Vogel (mother, 12/30), Martha Rupel (sister,12/30), Jane Fields (sister, 12/21), 
Andy Burgess (wife Brenda, 12/19), Sue Kimball (brother, 12/16), Frank Wilson and 
Lynley Steadman (brother, uncle, 12/1), Annhorner Truitt (brother, 11/24), Lauralee 
Allen (father, 11/13)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray to overcome in Christ's name the heritage of racism: to experience the victory 
of Jesus' resurrection over all personal and institutional results of racism and racial 
inequality in this metropolitan city. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commission                       "Be Thou My Vision"         #532 in the Hymnal 

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word,
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my Treasure thou art. 

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

                                          

 †          
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   Commission                                                                      

Leader: Hear afresh the good news of the gospel: For those who are led by the 
Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not 
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 
received brought about your adoption to sonship.

People: And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
Leader: The Spirit himself testifies with your spirit that we are God’s children. 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ.

People: We have shared in his sufferings. We will share also in 
his glory.

  Benediction                                                  

Postlude                                          "Festive Trumpet Tune"                             Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                               (David German)                                                                                                 
                                                                     

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Robert Bennett Schmidt, 
son of Sarah Elizabeth and Brennan Schmidt.  Relatives present today are Bob and Patti 
Schmidt, Lynn Eskew and Marcelle Schelhammer.  Elder representing the Session by 
holding the font is Annhorner Truitt. The prayer sponsors are Lauren and Robert Luck. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Beatrice Boyd Clarke 
and Wren Sarah Clarke, daughters of Bethany and Nate Clarke. Relatives present are 
Boyd and Nan Clarke, Steve and Patricia Clarke and Diane and Willard Shiflett.  Elder 
representing the Session by holding the font is Mark Sprinkle.  The prayer sponsors are 
Missy and Ed DeRegibus.  

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Nehemiah’s Workshop. Pray 
for their volunteers, who train youth and adults in Church Hill in confidence and ability in 
conducting basic home repairs, knowledge about basic tools, and woodworking skills in 
order to build self esteem and improve their lifestyles at home and in the workplace.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Annual Men’s Retreat: Calling All Men to Neighbor Well – February 2-3
Our annual retreat is a time of both fellowship and deep biblical teaching, taking place 
each winter. This year, we’ll hear from Jay Pathak, co-author of the book The Art of 
Neighboring, who will help us act on one important question: What’s the most loving 
thing I can do for my neighbors? Learn more and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Barnabas Training: Taking Conversations Deeper – Saturday, February 3, 
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Join us for a one-day Barnabas training to be equipped to better encourage friends
facing difficult times in life and faith. This biblically-based seminar, led by Barnabas 
Center staff, helps you understand others by gaining a deeper understanding of your 
own heart.  Sign up on the Barnabas Center website by January 13 for $80 discounted 
cost: thebarnabascenterrva.org.  

"Forgotten No More" Dessert – Sat., Jan. 25, 7:00– 8:30 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall
Want to know more about infant adoption, foster care, or foster-to-adopt? Join us as 
representatives from Bethany Christian Services, Children's Home Society, and Hope
Tree Family Services will share about their programs here in RVA. Forgotten No More is 
a ministry aimed at captivating hearts and building community to respond to God's call 
to care for orphans, foster children, and their families. RSVP (free!): forgottennomore@
thirdrva.org. 



WHAT’S HAPPENING
We're hosting a parish life experience where you can learn which parish area you live 

in and which parish groups are meeting near you. Meet the leaders of your group, 
and celebrate this new opportunity we have to love our neighbors and our city.

WHEN AND WHERE
Sunday morning, January 21 and 28, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

(You only need to come one Sunday!)

WHY YOU SHOULD COME
Because we believe that we are called to seek the renewal of all things, and that the 
renewal of all things starts in our backyards. Life in parish groups starts here; you’ll 

get everything you need to start building community and living missionally 
right in your neighborhood.

We also promise it will be fun.

HOW WILL IT WORK?
Sunday school classes for the adults will be on break for these two weeks in January, to 
make sure everyone has the opportunity to come and learn how they can be involved in 

a parish group in their area and to meet other folks who live near them. 

When you come to the Fellowship Hall that morning, head to the maps to identify which 
parish area you live in. From there, you’ll find a table dedicated to your parish area 

where you can get all the info you need on the parish group near you.

Don’t worry, we’ll have plenty of volunteers on hand to help you navigate the steps 
and keep you fueled with coffee and snacks! Join us!
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
The Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults will be on break for 
January as we prepare for launching parish groups and our joint February 
Term starting February 4. 

2018 February Term: The Art of Neighboring
Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how 
we live our lives as Christ-followers--no matter what age or stage of life we find 
ourselves in. This year, we’ll be looking at a very timely topic: The Art of Neighboring. 
We’ll be exploring together this call to love our neighbors and how it will be lived out in 
our neighborhoods through the Parish model, and we’ll share how we’re already seeing 
the fruit of this work today. 

Each week will feature different speakers, panels, and engaging elements. Plus plenty of 
coffee and snacks! We look forward to this time together each year, so we hope to see 
you all there. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, January 14
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Newcomers Class – Parlor 
12:15 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 207 

Monday, January 15
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 

Tuesday, January 16
9:00 a.m. Monthly study – Room 217 
9:30 a.m.  "All Things New: A Study on 2 Corinthians" – Room 213 
6:30 p.m. Dinner study group with Nan Clarke – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, January 17
9:30 a.m.  Community Bible Study – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Wednesday evening study – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 Wednesday night gathering – Basement 

Thursday, January 18
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, January 19
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care meeting at Carolyn Oakley's home, 2710 Old Point   
                  Drive, 23233, 937-6564
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer rooms – Student ministry area 
6:00 p.m. Newcomers Class – Rooms 213 and 215  
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

JOIN US NEXT WEEK
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They're here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building. 


