
HOSEA 



The Minor Prophets 

• Hosea 

• Joel 

• Amos 

• Obadiah 

• Jonah 

• Micah 

– Period of Assyrian 

power 

• Nahum 

• Habakkuk 

• Zephaniah 

– Decline of Assyria 

• Haggai 

• Zechariah 

• Malachi 

– Post exilic period 

 



HOSEA 
• Prophesied mid-8th century B.C. 

• Active for about 38 years during the rise of the 
Assyrians 
– “The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of Beeri 

during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah, and during the reign of Jeroboam, son of 
Jehoash, king of Israel.”   Hosea 1:1 

• Directed to Israel (northern kingdom) 
– But written from Judah (southern kingdom) 

• God delivers a very harsh judgment on Israel – but 
God’s hesed love and compassion cannot – finally – 
let Israel go 
– Hesed is a pursing love that is so enduring that it persists 

beyond any sin or betrayal to mend brokenness and graciously 
extend forgiveness 



Again With These Pesky Kings 

• Judah 

• 792 Uziah 

• 750 Jotham 

• 745 Ahaz 

• 715 Hezekiah 

• 697 Manasseh 

• 640 Josiah 

• 609 Jehoahaz 

– Deposed by Egypt 

• 609 Jehoiakim 

– Deposed by Nebuchadnezzar 

• 598 Jehoichin 

– Deposed by Nebuchadnezzar 

• 597 Zedekiah 

– 586 Fall of Jerusalem to 
Nebuchadnezzar 

• Israel 

• 885 Zimri, suicide on defeat by 

• 885 Omri 

• 874 Ahab 

• 853 Ahaziah 

• 852 Jehoram, killed at Jezreel by 

• 841 Jehu 

• 814 Jehohaz  

• 798 Joash 

• 782 Jeroboam II 

• 753 Zechariah, killed by 

• 752 Shallum, killed by 

• 752 Menahem 

• 742 Pekahiah, killed by 

• 740 Pekah, killed by 

• 732 Hoshea 
– 722-721 Fall of Samaria 

 

 



Hosea – Didn’t Get A Girl Just Like 

The Girl That Married Dear Old Dad 
• Hosea 

– Gets married to an adulterous woman  - a prostitute 

– Has a son 

– Has 2 more children, apparently not his 

– His wife leaves him 

– He finds her, has to redeem her to bring her back 

• Gomer 
– Prodigal son scenario – except she makes no effort to help 

herself 

– Hosea seeks her – he recommits to her 

• Parallel with how God’s people treat God 
– And how God continues to seek us out  - the hound of 

heaven 

– God’s love that cannot – finally – let us go  



The First Portent:  The Boy Jezreel 

• Hosea 1:3b-4:  “3b and she conceived 

and bore him a son.  4 Then the Lord 

said to Hosea, ‘Call him Jezreel, 

because I will soon punish the house of 

Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I 

will put an end to the kingdom of Israel.  
5 In that day I will break Israel’s bow in 

the valley of Jezreel.” 



The 2nd Portent: The Girl ‘Not Loved” 

• Hosea 1:6: “ 6 Gomer conceived again 

and gave birth to a daughter.  Then the 

Lord said to Hosea, ‘Call her Lo-

Ruhamah, for I will no longer show love 

to the house of Israel, that I should at 

all forgive them.” 

 

 



The 3rd Portent: The Boy “Not My 

People” 

• Hosea 1:8-9:  “ 8 After she had weaned 

Lo-Ruhamah, Gomer had another son. 9 

‘Call him Lo-Ammi, for you are not my 

people, and I am not your God.’” 

 

 



The Three Portents Together – Worse 

Than What Scrooge Saw 

• #1:  I will punish you 
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The Three Portents Together – Worse 

Than What Scrooge Saw 

• #1:  I will punish you 

• #2:  I will no longer love you 

• #3:  You are not my people, and I am 

not your God 

 

 



Essential Questions 

• With what other gods are you trying to 

share God? 

– The presence of other gods flatly denies 

the relationship 

• Are you giving him what He wants – or 

what is merely easy or expedient for 

you? 

 

 



Shift In Focus  

• The wife – Gomer - becomes the focus 

– Prior focus was the children 

 

• God is not some aging cuckold 

– Someone with whom to reckon 

– Fully capable of making the situation 
worse 



The Gavel Descends … 

• Hosea 2:9-13:  “ 9 ‘Therefore I will take away my grain 
when it ripens, and my new wine when it is ready.  I 
will take back my wool and my linen, intended to 
cover her nakedness.  10 So now I will expose her 
lewdness before the eyes of her lovers; no one will 
take her out of my hands. 11 I will stop all her 
celebrations; her yearly festivals, her New Moons, 
her Sabbath days – all her appointed feasts. 12 I will 
ruin her vines and her fig trees, which she said were 
her pay from her lovers; I will make them a thicket, 
and wild animals will devour them.  13 I will punish 
her for the days she burned incense to the Baals; 
she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went 
after her lovers, but me she forgot,’ declares the 
Lord.” 



… And The Sentence Is Grim … 

• Hosea 9:2-3:  “Threshing floors and 
winepresses will not feed the people; the 
new wine will fail them.  They will not remain 
in the Lord’s land; Ephraim will return to 
Egypt and eat unclean food in Assyria.” 

 

• Hosea 13:16:  “The people of Samaria must 
bear their guilt, because they have rebelled 
against their God.  They will fall by the 
sword; their little ones will be dashed to the 
ground, their pregnant women ripped open.” 



… But It Is Rooted In Love 

• This is God’s hesed love 
– It is meant to reform, redeem, recover 

 

• It is not a vindictive response meant to 
terminate his relationship with his 
people 
– There are consequences to be borne, but the 

objective is reconciliation 



God States His Case  

• Hosea 2:5-8:  “ 5 Their mother has been unfaithful 
and has conceived them in disgrace.  She said, ‘I will 
go after my lovers, who gave me my food and my 
water, my wool and my linen, my oil and my drink.’  6 
Therefore I will block her path with thorn bushes’ I 
will wall her in so that she cannot find her way. 7 She 
will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she 
will look for them but not find them.  Then she will 
say. ‘I will go back to my husband as at first, for then 
I was better off than now.’ 8 She has not 
acknowledged that I was the one who gave her the 
grain, the new wine and oil, who lavished on her the 
silver and gold --- which they used for Baal.” 



Note God’s First Move 

• Hosea 2: 6-7a:  “6 Therefore I will block 

her path with thorn bushes. I will wall 

her in so that she cannot find her way. 7 

She will chase after her lovers but not 

catch them; she will look for them but 

not find them.”  

• What is happening here? 

 



A Familiar Story 
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A Familiar Story 

• Note verse 7 
– “Then she will say. ‘I will go back to my husband 

as at first, for then I was better off than now.’ ” 

• Luke 15:17-19 
– “ 17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 

many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, 
and here I am starving to death!  18 I will set out 
and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you.  19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make 
me like one your hired men.’” 

• So – compare and contrast! 

 



The Twist Of The Knife 

• Hosea 2:8”  “She has not 

acknowledged that I was the one who 

gave her the grain, the new wine and 

oil, who lavished on her the silver and 

gold --- which they used for Baal.” 

• Two problems: 

– Willful disregard 

– Give God’s gifts to His usurper 



And If Hosea’s Life Couldn’t Get 

Worse …… 
“The Lord said to me, ‘Go, show your love to 

your wife again, although she is loved by 

another and is an adulteress.  Love her as 

the Lord loves the Israelites, although they 

turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin 

cakes.’ So I bought her for fifteen shekels of 

silver and about a homer and lethek of 

barley.  Then I told her, ‘You are to live with 

me for many days; you must not be a 

prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I 

will live with you.’”   Hosea 3:1-3 

 

 

 



Despite It All, God Is Merciful 

• Hosea 1:10-2:1:  “ 10 Yet the Israelites will be 
like the seashore, which cannot be measured 
or counted.  In the place where it was said to 
him, “You are not my people,’ they will be 
called ‘sons of the living God.’  11 The people 
of Judah and the people of Israel will be 
reunited, and they will appoint one leader 
and will come up out of the land, for great 
will be the day of Jezreel.  1 ‘Say of your 
brothers. ‘My people,’ and of your sisters, 
’My loved one.’” 

 



Seismic Shift 

• Three oracles reversed 
– “You are not my people” becomes “sons of the 

living God” and “my people” 

– “You are not loved” becomes “my loved one” 

– “I will punish you” becomes “you will be like the 
sand on the seashore” 

• God’s past promise to Abraham 
– A promise of a family reunion 

• But note the tense – future 
– “will be like” 

– “will be called” 

– “will be reunited” 

 



And Gently Closes The Book  

• Hosea 2:23:  “23 I will plant her for 

myself in the land; I will show my love 

to the one called ‘Not my loved one.’  I 

will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ 

‘You are my people’, and they will say, 

‘You are my God.’” 



Which Paul Extends To Us  

• Paul quotes Hosea to include you and me 

• Romans 9:22-26:  “22 What if God, choosing to 
show his wrath and make his power known, bore 
with great patience the objects of his wrath – 
prepared for destruction?  23 What if he did this to 
make the riches of his glory known to the objects 
of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for his 
glory – 24 even us, whom he also called, not only 
from the Jews but also from the Gentiles?  25 As 
he says in Hosea: ‘I will call them ‘my people’ who 
are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved 
one’ who is not my loved one,’ 26 and ‘It will 
happen that in the very place where it was said to 
them, ‘You are not my people,’ they will be called 
‘sons of the living God.’” 

 



Our Sin Begets Death … 

• Hosea 13:1-2:  “1When Ephraim spoke, men 
trembled; he was exalted in Israel.  But he 
became guilty of Baal worship and died.  
2Now they sin more and more; they make 
idols for themselves from silver, cleverly 
fashioned images, all of them the work of 
craftsmen.  It is said of these people, ‘They 
offer human sacrifice and kiss the calf-
idols.’” 

 



… Which God Fully Redeems 

• Hosea 13:1-2:  “1When Ephraim spoke, men 
trembled; he was exalted in Israel.  But he 
became guilty of Baal worship and died.” 

• Hosea 13:14; “I will ransom them from the 
power of the grave, I will redeem them from 
death.  Where, O death, are your plagues?  
Where, O grave, is your destruction?” 

• Do the last two questions in verse 14 sound 
familiar? 

 

 

 



Paul Picks Up The Theme 

• Hosea 13:14; “I will ransom them from 
the power of the grave, I will redeem 
them from death.  Where, O death, are 
your plagues?  Where, O grave, is your 
destruction?” 

• I Corinthians 15:55:  “Where, O death, 
is your victory?  Where, O death, is 
your sting?” 

 

 



Our Ultimate Victory 

• I Corinthians 15:55-57:  “… 57 then the 
saying that is written will come true: 
‘Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.’ 58 Where, O death, is your 
victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?  
59 The sting of death is sin, and the 
power of sin is the law.  But thanks be 
to God!  He gives us the victory 
through out Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

 



Now Hear What Handel Does With It! 

• I Cor. 15:55: Then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallow’d up in victory. 

• I Cor. I5:55-56: O death, where is thy 
sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The 
sting of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. 

• I Cor. 15:57: But thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory though our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
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Now Hear What Handel Does With It! 

• I Cor. 15:55: Then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is 
swallow’d up in victory. 

• I Cor. I5:55-56: O death, where is thy 
sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The 
sting of death is sin, and the strength of 
sin is the law. 

• I Cor. 15:57: But thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory though our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

 



 



Act II: Exit Hosea, Enter God  

• Hosea 2:2-4:  “ 2 ‘Rebuke your mother, 
rebuke her for she is not my wife, and I am 
not her husband.  Let her remove the 
adulterous look from her face and the 
unfaithfulness from between her breasts.  3 
Otherwise I will strip her naked and make her 
as bare as on the day she was born; I will 
make her like a desert, turn her into a 
parched land, and slay her with thirst. 4 I will 
not show my love to her children, because 
they are the children of adultery.’” 



… For Major Sins 

• Baal, and others, Canaanite gods of fertility 

– Israelite farmers go to Baal for help 

• Symbol of a bull – got credit for 

– Winning wars, military victories 

– Vegetation’s annual death and ‘resurrection” 

• Venerated in physical acts 

– Sexual acts with cultic prostitutes 

– Induce fertility in flocks, herds, agricultural 

products 

 

 



What Is Really Going On Here? 

• As if God, Yahweh, was out of his 

depth 

– Really doesn’t understand the farming life 

• Fascination with the forbidden and 

decadent 

– Give away Yahweh’s broad daylight  

– Get twilight world of a violent god’s 

cruelties, raw passions 

 

 

 



What Is Really Going On Here? 

• As if God, Yahweh, was out of his depth 

– Really doesn’t understand the farming life 

• Fascination with the forbidden and decadent 

– Give away Yahweh’s broad daylight  

– Get twilight world of a violent god’s cruelties, raw 

passions 

• Not that you would ever do something like 

that! 

 

 

 



But Then – The Clouds Part … 

• Hosea 2:14-17:  “ 14 ‘Therefore I am now 
going to allure her; I will lead her into the 
desert and speak tenderly to her. 15 There I 
will give her back her vineyards, and will 
make the Valley of Achor a door of hope  
There she will sing as in the days of her 
youth, as in the day she came up out of 
Egypt.’ 16 ‘In that day,’ declares the Lord, 
‘you will call me ‘my husband’; you will no 
longer call me ‘my master.’ 17 I will remove 
the names of the Baals from her lips; no 
longer will their names be invoked.’” 



God Uses Potent Images 

• The desert and wilderness 

– Life is in ruins, or 

– Her youth recaptured 

• Jeremiah 2:2:  “I remember the devotion of 

your youth, how as a bride you loved me and 

followed me through the desert, through a land 

not sown.” 

 



God Uses Potent Images 

• The Valley of Achor 

– Anyone remember Achan? 

 



God Uses Potent Images 

• The Valley of Achor 
– Anyone remember Achan? 

• Joshua 7:25-26:  “ 25 Joshua said, ‘Why have 
you brought this trouble on us?  The LORD 
will bring trouble on you today.’  Then all 
Israel stoned him, and after they stoned the 
rest, they burned them.  26 Over Achan they 
heaped up a large pile of rocks, which 
remains to this day.  Then the LORD turned 
from his fierce anger.  Therefore that place 
has been called the Valley of Achor ever 
since.” 



… And The Wedding Bells Ring  

• Hosea 2:18-20:  “ 18 In that day I will make a 
covenant for them with the beasts of the field 
and the birds of the air and the creatures that 
move along the ground.  Bow and sword and 
battle I will abolish from the land, so that all 
may lie down in safety. 19 I will betroth you to 
me forever; I will betroth you in 
righteousness and justice, in love and 
compassion. 20 I will betroth you in 
faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the 
Lord.” 



There Are Some Key Words 

• Righteousness 
– Romans 4:6-8:  “ 6 David says the same thing 

when he speaks of the blessedness of the man to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from 
works:  7 ’Blessed are they whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  8 Blessed 
is the man whose sin the Lord will never count 
against him.’” 

• Justice 

• Love 

• Compassion 



There Are Some Key Words 

• Righteousness 

• Justice 

– Psalm 36:6:  “Your righteousness is like 
the mighty mountains, your justice is like 
the great deep.  O LORD, you preserve 
both man and beast.  How priceless is 
your unfailing love.” 

• Love 

• Compassion 



There Are Some Key Words 

• Righteousness 

• Justice 

• Love 

– Hosea 6:6:  “For I desire mercy, not 

sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God 

rather than burnt offerings.” 

• Compassion 



And The Groom Appears In Glory  

• Hosea 2:21-22:  “ ‘21 In that day I will 

respond,’ declares the LORD -   ‘I will 

respond to the skies, and they will 

respond to the earth;  22 and the earth 

will respond to the grain, the new wine 

and oil, and they will respond to 

Jezreel.” 



God’s Single Answers 

• God’s answer as to who is in charge of 

the natural world 

– Skies, earth, grain, new wine, oil 

– All responding to each other 

• God’s answer to the polytheism of the 

Canaanite’s 

– “I will respond” 

 

 



…And So Does Peter  

• I Peter 2:9-10:  “9 But you are a chosen 

people, a royal priesthood,  a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God, that 

you may declare the praises of him who 

called you out of darkness and into his 

wonderful light.   10 Once you were not 

a people, but now you are the people of 

God; once you had not received mercy, 

but now you have received mercy.” 

 



Act III:  Enter Hosea  

• Hosea 3:  “1 The Lord said to me, ‘Go, show your 
love to your wife again, though she is loved by 
another and is an adulteress.  Love her as the LORD 
loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods 
and love the sacred raisin cakes.’  2 So I bought her 
for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and 
lethek of barley.  3 Then I told her, ‘You are to live 
with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or 
be intimate with any man, and I will live with you.’  4 
For the Israelites will live many days without king or 
prince, without sacrifice or sacred stones, without 
ephod or idol.  5 Afterwards the Israelites will return 
and seek the Lord their God and David their king.  
They will come trembling to the LORD and his 
blessings in the last days.” 



God Takes The Initiative To Redeem  

• Love her “again” – reopen old wounds 
– What happened might reoccur 

• The adultery is still in progress 
– Not an isolated lapse in judgment – but a desertion 

– And the object of the desertion – “raisin cakes” 

• God refuses to ease pain of relationship by compromise or by quitting 

• Not told of reason for purchase 
– Or Hosea’s feelings 

– 30 shekels the price of a slave 

– 30 shekels the value of a woman’s vow 

• Love is practical – and known by its fruits 

• God reiterates the clean break that is about to occur 
– Sacrifices – once good, now corrupt 

– Stones – household gods 

– Kings and princes – chosen in self-will and “not through me” 

– Ephods and idols – objects of worship 

• Points to the reconciliation that will happen 



Oracles Are Not Irrevocable 

Sentences 

• Jeremiah 18:5-8:  “ 5 Then the word of the 

Lord came to me: 6 ‘O house of Israel, can I 

not do with you as this potter does?’ 

declares the Lord.  ‘Like clay in the hands of 

the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of 

Israel. 7 If at any time I announce that a 

nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn 

down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I 

warn repents of its evil, then I will relent and 

not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.’” 

 



The Twist Of The Knife 

• Hosea 2:8:  “She has not acknowledged 

that I was the one who gave her the 

grain, the new wine and oil, who 

lavished on her the silver and gold --- 

which they used for Baal.” 


