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 The superiority of Jesus Christ 

 1. Superior to the angelic host 

 2.  To the great lawgiver, Moses 

 3.  To Aaron and the Levitical Priesthood 

 God has appointed Jesus as heir of all things 

 Through His Son God has made all of creation 

 He is the radiance (or intense brightness) of His glory 

 Christ is the express image of God’s person, an exact 
replica 

 He upholds all things by the word of His power. 

 He sat down at the right hand of the majesty in heaven. 

 

 

Christology 



 Faith-Rest  (Hebrews 4:1-11) 

 The story of the Joshua and Caleb 

 We rest by entering God’s rest 

 Abram’s trust in God was credited to him as 

righteousness.  This is a foundational building 

block of Biblical truth – the doctrine of justification 

by faith instead of by works. 

 Chapter 11 – The Hall of Faith – The centrality of 

faith to the life of Christians – the Holy response 

to God’s son 

Faith-Rest 



 The author of Hebrews teaches directly from the 

Old Testament passages (Midrash), primarily 

these sections of the O.T.: 

 Exodus 24-40 

 Jeremiah 31 

 Psalm 110 

 Psalm 40   

 Hebrews teaches the continuity between the Old 

Testament and the New 

 

Relationship Between the Old Covenant and 

the New Covenant 



 A very high view of scriptures 

 V. 6 “But one has testified somewhere saying…” 
(used throughout Hebrews) 

 The stress on the divine authorship of Holy 
Scriptures, as opposed to the earthly authorship of 
the scriptures (Is it really Isaiah or Paul who said 
that?) 3: 7  Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit said:  
Quote from Psalm 95:7-11 

 Citing a well known proof text is evidence that the 
audience were Jewish Christians 

 Hebrews 4:12 “The word of God is alive and 
powerful…” 

 

Bibliology 



 The Warning Passages   

 Warnings against falling away – spiritual regression 

(apostasy) 

 Chapter 2:1-4 

 Chapter 3:7-19 

 Chapter 4:11-13 

 Chapter 5:11 – 6:8 

 Chapter 10:26-31 

The Warning Passages 



 Arminianism and Calvinism 

 The warnings of Hebrews figure prominently in this 
debate 

 1. Chapter 2 The danger of drifting. (2:1-4) 

 2. Chapter 3 The danger of unbelief (3:12-19) 

 2. Chapters 4 The danger of not entering into faith-
rest. (4:1-11) 

 3. Chapters 6 The danger of falling away. (6:4-8) 

 4. Chapter 10 The danger of willful sin. (10:26-31) 

 5. Chapter 12 The danger of indifference to the point 
of denial. (12:25-29) 

 

The Great Debate Over Salvation 



 Prophet, Priest and King 

 Christ’s a Priesthood that is Unique and Not Earthly 

 The issue of humanity’s access to God the Father 

 The eternal priesthood (we have so great a high priest) 

 The priesthood through the offering of the one, full and final 
sacrifice for all sins 

 The priesthood superior to the Levitical priesthood 

 This priest sits at the right hand of God the Father in 
heaven, not in an earthly sanctuary 

 A high priest who is the giver of the sacrifice and is the 
sacrifice 

 This priesthood is of the order of Melchizedek (Chapter 7) 

Christ – The Great and Eternal High Priest 



 A perfect sacrifice 

 Better than the animal sacrifices of the old covenant 

 One sacrifice – once for all, the just for the unjust  

 A perfect covenant 

 Better than the covenant of the O.T. law 

 “I will put my laws into their minds” (Hebrews 8; Jeremiah 
31) 

 A perfect sanctuary 

 Better than the tabernacle or the temple (both foreshadowed 
Christ himself 

 For these reasons Christ is the perfect and only mediator 
(High Priest) between God the Father and man 

Christ’s Atonement – A Perfect Sacrificial Work 



 Jesus now enters into a “greater” and “perfect” 
tabernacle (v.9:11)  How? 

 Not through the blood of goats and rams but 
through His own blood (v.9:12) 

 He enters into the perfect tabernacle – heaven 
(not made of human hands – not of this creation) 
v. 9:11 

 He does not need to enter the Holy of Holies but 
He enters heaven once for all, not year after year 
(v. 9:12) 

 

 

A Perfect Sacrifice 



A Perfect Covenant – Based on Christ’s Death and 

Resurrection 

The Old Covenant 
The New Covenant in 
Christ’s Blood 

 1. Many Human Mediators 

 2.  The sacrifice of animals 

 3. Every day  & Once a Year, 
every year 

 4.  The Holy Place in a tent 

 5.  One sin at a time 

 6.  Brings symbolic 
compliance with God’s law 

 

 1. One Mediator 

 2.  The sacrifice of God’s 
Son 

 3. Once for all 

 4.  In Heaven in the 
presence of God the Father 

 5.  Comprehensive 

 6.  Brings eternal life 
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 “Jesus’ blood” is a reference to His death 

 Jesus died physically on the cross 

 “knowing that you were not redeemed with 

perishable things like silver or gold from your futile 

way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 

and spotless, the blood of Christ.”  I Peter 1:18-19 

The Death of Jesus Inaugurated the New Covenant In 

His Blood – The New Covenant 



 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with 

hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into 

heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God for us 

A Perfect Sanctuary 



 Not only is Jesus our perfect High Priest in 
heaven – through God’s Holy Spirit, God 
establishes a dwelling place on earth as well. 

 In our time, where is the dwelling place of God? 

 The people of God themselves, individually and as 
the body of Christ, the church 

 As God’s dwelling place each individual and the 
church as a whole body of Christ, needs to be 
cleansed and hollowed because it is the dwelling 
place of God in the Spirit 

A Perfect Dwelling Place for God 



 (Ephesians 2:  19-22) So then you are no longer 

strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints, and are of God’s household, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being 

the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, 

being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 

in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” 

A Dwelling Place for God 



 (I Peter 2:5)  “you also, as living stones, are being 

built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.”  

 (I  Cor. 6:19)  “Or do you not know that your body 

is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 

you have from God, and that you are not your 

own?” 

A Dwelling Place for God 


