
HEBREWS 9:11-28 

Christ – The Mediator of the New 
Covenant 
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 Hebrews 9:1-15 – The sacrifices of the old 
covenant 

 The blood sacrifices under “the law” 

 The Tabernacle, the Holy Place 

 The high Holy Place (the “Holy of Holies”) 

 The blood of the animal sacrifices 

 The copies of the things in the heavens 

 “For Christ did not enter a holy place made with 
hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;” 
(v. 24) 

 

Last Time On Hebrews 




11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the 
good things to come, He entered through the greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, 
that is to say, not of this creation; 12 and not through 
the blood of goats and calves, but through His own 
blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of 
goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling 
those who have been defiled sanctify for the 
cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the 
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 

Hebrews Chapter 9: 11-14 



 But the author is pointing out that the entire 
Jewish their relationship with God and system of 
worship was based on blood sacrifices,  

 And that God instituted that system to point ahead 
to the one all-sufficient sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  

 The tabernacle and the temple sacrifices 
foreshadowed Christ and His atoning death for His 
people. 

 These sacrifices by the High Priest were a 
metaphor of Christ 

The Animal Sacrifices Were Not Sufficient 



 Jesus now enters into a “greater” and “perfect” 
tabernacle (v.11)  How? 

 Not through the blood of goats and rams but 
through His own blood (v.12) 

 He enters into the perfect tabernacle – heaven 
(not made of human hands – not of this creation) 
v. 11 

 He does not need to enter the Holy of Holies but 
He enters heaven once for all, not year after year 
(v. 12) 

 

 

A Perfect Sacrifice 



The Old is Replaced By Christ’s Work 

The Old Covenant 
The New Covenant in 
Christ’s Blood 

 1. Many Human Mediators 

 2.  The sacrifice of animals 

 3. Every day  & Once a Year, 
every year 

 4.  The Holy Place in a tent 

 5.  One sin at a time 

 6.  Brings symbolic 
compliance with God’s law 

 

 1. One Mediator 

 2.  The sacrifice of God’s 
Son 

 3. Once for all 

 4.  In Heaven in the 
presence of God the Father 

 5.  Comprehensive 

 6.  Brings eternal life 
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 For this reason… 

 Christ is now our mediator (v. 15) 

 “For there is one God, and one mediator also 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,”  (I 
Timothy 2:5) 

 By this death of Christ  “…those who have been called 

may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.” (v.15) 

The Perfect Mediator 
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15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, 
since a death has taken place for the redemption of the 
transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those 
who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal 
inheritance. 16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be 
the death of the one who made it. 17 For a covenant is valid only 
when men are dead, for it is never in force while the one who made 
it lives. 18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated 
without blood. 19 For when every commandment had been spoken 
by Moses to all the people according to the Law, he took the blood 
of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, 
and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “THIS 
IS THE BLOOD OF THE COVENANT WHICH GOD COMMANDED YOU.” [Exodus 
24:8] 21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and 
all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. 22 And according to 
the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and 
without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  (Hebrews 9:15 – 
22) 




16 For where a covenant is, there must of 

necessity be the death of the one who made it. 
17 For a covenant is valid only when men are 

dead, for it is never in force while the one who 

made it lives. 18 Therefore even the first 

covenant was not inaugurated without blood. 19 

Testamentary Covenant 



 “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 

given it to you on the altar to make atonement for 

your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that 

makes atonement.’  “  (Leviticus 17:11) 

 In His mercy, God accepts a substitute in place of the 

death of the sinner -- (the death I should have died) 

 The system of animal sacrifices under the old 

covenant pictured and pointed ahead to Christ, the 

lamb of God who would take away the sins of the 

world (John 1:29).  BUT WHY?  WHAT IS GOING ON 

IN OUR LIVES THAT MAKES THIS IMPORTANT? 

The Covenants, Old and New, Inaugurated with Blood 



Sin earns death  

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 

 Two significant things occurred in man’s 

disobedience in the Fall: 

1. Immediate Spiritual death – Genesis 2:17  

2. Eventual physical death (limited physical life) 

Sin Leads to Physical and Spiritual Death. 



1. Prior to the fall, the access to God by Adam and 

Even was close, intimate, and constant 

2. The sins of Adam and Eve led to their expulsion 

from the immediate presence of God 

 

The Sin of man Cuts Off Access to God 



 “Jesus’ blood” is a reference to His death 

 Jesus died physically on the cross 

 “knowing that you were not redeemed with 

perishable things like silver or gold from your futile 

way of life inherited from your forefathers, but 

with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished 

and spotless, the blood of Christ.”  I Peter 1:18-19 

The Death of Jesus Inaugurated the New 

Covenant In His Blood 



 Christ’s blood referenced in the crucifixion: 

 1.  Removes judicial guilt 

 The disjunction between objective guilt and our 
subjective guilt feelings. 

 What is guilt?  

 A very basic definition is “that which is incurred 
when we violate a standard, such as a law, rule or 
regulation.” 

 After a trial, a  judge or jury can pronounce 
someone “guilty.” 

Christ’s Blood Removes Judicial Guilt 



 2.  Christ blood cleanses us 


13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes 

of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled 

sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much 

more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God? 

 Blood is a good analogy 

Jesus’ Blood Cleanses Those Who Accept Him 



 “Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the 
things in the heavens to be cleansed with these, but 
the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices 
than these.  For Christ did not enter a holy place 
made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but 
into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 
God for us;   nor was it that He would offer Himself 
often, as the high priest enters the holy place year by 
year with blood that is not his own.  Otherwise, He 
would have needed to suffer often since the 
foundation of the world; but now once at the 
consummation of the ages He has been manifested 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” (9:23-26) 

The Old Testament Tabernacle Was a Mere 

Copy 



 1.  The physical sacrifices in the tabernacle and 

the temple were “better sacrifices.” 

 2.  A better kind of sacrifice is necessary to effect 

purification on a spiritual order. 

 3.  The dwelling place of God in the old testament 

needed to be cleansed, anointed and hallowed 

place because there is where God dwelt.  

Purification 



 Not only is Jesus our perfect High Priest in 

heaven – through God’s Holy Spirit, God 

establishes a dwelling place on earth as well. 

 In our time, where is the dwelling place of God? 

 The people of God themselves, individually as as 

the body of Christ, need to be cleansed an 

hollowed to become a dwelling place of God in the 

Spirit 

A Dwelling Place for God 



 (Ephesians 2:  19-22) So then you are no longer 

strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 

with the saints, and are of God’s household, 
20 having been built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being 

the corner stone, 21 in whom the whole building, 

being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple 

in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built 

together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.” 

A Dwelling Place for God 



 (I Peter 2:5)  “you also, as living stones, are being 

built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 

to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ.”  

 (I  Cor. 6:19)  “Or do you not know that your body 

is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 

you have from God, and that you are not your 

own?” 

A Dwelling Place for God 


