
HEBREWS 7 

The Priesthood of Melchizedek Like 
Christ’s  
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 Inspiration 

 ARTICLE VI: Verbal Plenary Inspiration   

 ARTICLE VII: Inspiration   

 ARTICLE VIII: Human Authors 

 Inerrancy 

 ARTICLE IX:  Inerrancy 

 ARTICLE X:   

 

 

The Word of God and Inerrancy   

 



 The last section, Articles 6,7 and 8, were 

explaining Biblical inspiration 

 What does it mean when we say that the Holy 

Scriptures are “inspired by God?” 

 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness”  (II Timothy 3:16) 

Previously - Inspiration 



 We affirm – We affirm that inspiration, though not 

conferring omniscience, guaranteed true and 

trustworthy utterance on all matters of which the 

Biblical authors were moved to speak and write. 

 

 We deny - that the finitude or falleness of these 

writers, by necessity or otherwise, introduced 

distortion or falsehood into God's Word. 

Article IX:  



 We affirm that inspiration, strictly speaking, applies 
only to the autographic text of Scripture, which in the 
providence of God can be ascertained from available 
manuscripts with great accuracy.   

 We further affirm that copies and translations of 
Scripture are the Word of God to the extent that they 
faithfully represent the original.    

 We deny that any essential element of the Christian 
faith is affected by the absence of the autographs.   

 We further deny that this absence renders the 
assertion of biblical inerrancy invalid or irrelevant.   

Article X:  



 Autographs – the original work in the hand of the 

author 

 Copies 

 Translations 

 The originals were copied many times, usually by 

different records as opposed to copies of copies 

 Historians, archeologists, and Bible Scholars have 

found older text of the Bible and they continue to 

find them 

Original Autographs 
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Recent Discovery - 2015 



 Jesus is described as a High Priest on the order of 

Melchizedek. 

Jesus – Our High Priest 




14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For 
we do not have a high priest who cannot 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who 
has been tempted in all things as we are, yet 
without sin. 16 Therefore let us draw near 
with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time 
of need. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 



 5 For every high priest taken from among men is 

appointed on behalf of men in things pertaining to 

God, in order to offer both gifts and sacrifices for 

sins; 2 he can deal gently with the ignorant and 

misguided, since he himself also is beset with 

weakness; 3 and because of it he is obligated to 

offer sacrifices for sins, as for the people, so also 

for himself. 4 And no one takes the honor to 

himself, but receives it when he is called by God, 

even as Aaron was. 

Hebrews 5 




5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to 

become a high priest, but He who said to Him, 

 “YOU ARE MY SON, 

TODAY I HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU”; 


6 just as He says also in another passage, 

 “YOU ARE A PRIEST FOREVER 

ACCORDING TO THE ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK.” 
(Psalm 110:4) 

Hebrews 5 




7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both 

prayers and supplications with loud crying and 

tears to the One able to save Him from death, and 

He was heard because of His piety. 8 Although He 

was a Son, He learned obedience from the things 

which He suffered.9 And having been 

made perfect, He became to all those who obey 

Him the source of eternal salvation, 10 being 

designated by God as a high priest according 

to the order of Melchizedek. 

Hebrews 5 



I 

God and Man After the Fall 

God 

Man 

Totally 
Other 
 

An  Infinite divide 

Man never  achieves a clear knowledge of himself unless he has first 
looked upon God’s face, and then descends from contemplating  [God] 
to scrutinize himself. For we always seem to ourselves righteous and 
upright and wise and holy—this pride is innate in all of us— John 
Calvin 
  



 1.  Taken from among men (the priest must be a 

representative) (v. 1) 

 2.  They must be appointed (v.4)  It was not a role 

a person could choose for himself.  The person 

was to be “called” by God 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR HUMAN HIGH PRIESTS  

 



 1. Jesus was chosen by God and was a man.  

Jesus was fully man minus the sin nature.  

 2.  Jesus did not choose the role of High Priest 

but was appointed by God the Father. (vv. 5-6) 

 Psalm 110:4 You (Jesus Christ) are a priest forever 

according to the order of Melchizedek 

 Not to the order of Aaron – Christ is a different kind 

of priest  

 

 

Jesus Conformed the Role of High Priest 



 The work of the high priest (chief priest) was as a 

mediator who offered gifts and sacrifices for sins 

on behalf of men in things pertaining to God. 

 Also the priest was to understand the sins of the 

people  

 The Hebrew priest were human and sinful 

themselves.  They had to offer a sacrifice for their 

own sins (Lev. 16:6) 

 

Mediator and Representative 



 7 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of 

the Most High God, met Abraham returning from 

the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and 

to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of 

everything. He is first, by translation of his name, 

king of righteousness, and then he is also king of 

Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without 

father or mother or genealogy, having neither 

beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling 

the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 

Hebrews 7 
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4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the 
patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 5 And those 
descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a 
commandment in the law to take tithes from the people, 
that is, from their brothers, though these also are 
descended from Abraham. 6 But this man who does not 
have his descent from them received tithes from 
Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 7 It is 
beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the 
superior. 8 In the one case tithes are received by mortal 
men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified 
that he lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who 
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 10 for he 
was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek 
met him. 



 We will begin our study in Genesis 14, where 

Abraham encounters Melchizedek.  

 We will then proceed to Psalm 110, where David 

interprets Genesis 14 in prophetic terms.  

 Then we will seek to explain our text in Hebrews 

7:1-10 and to look for ways in which it furthers the 

author’s argument and how this applies to 

Christians today. 

 

Who Is Melchizedek? 



 Chapters 11-14 

 Abram is called by God from Ur of the Caldeans 

(Near Tigris river in present day Iraq) 

 Stops in Haran 

 At age 75 picks up and goes to Canaan with Sarai 

his wife and Lot his nephew 

 Famine comes to the land 

 Abram and Sarai go to Egypt 

 Then return to Canaan 

Abraham in Genesis 



 Chapter 13 

 Abram and Lot split up  

 “So Lot chose for himself all the Jordan Valley (settles 
in Sodom) 

 “So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by 
the oaks of Mamre, which are at Hebron, and there 
he built an altar to the LORD.” 

 Chedorlaomer king of Elam and 4 other kings attack 
the 4 kings around the lands of Sodom and Gomorrah 

 Capture Lot and many people from the 4 tribes 
around Sodom and Gomorrah 

Abraham in Genesis 



 





 17 After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer 

and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom 

went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, 

the King's Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem 

brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God 

Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said, 

 “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,  Possessor of 

heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High,  

who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 

 And Abram gave him [Melchizekek] a tenth of 

everything.  

Abram Meets Melchizedek Genesis 14:17-20 



 King of Salem  

 “Salem” is a shortened version of Jerusalem and it is also 
related to the Hebrew word for “peace.” 

 In ancient times, in the non-Israelite tribes and nations, 
the duties of king an priest were often performed by the 
same individual. 

 Melchizedek means:  “My king is righteous” 

 The bread and wine was a gesture of friendship and 
hospitality and not a foreshadowing of the Passover meal 

 “The God Most High” was frequently applied to the Chief 
Canaanite deity in ancient times.  Abram introduces the 
king of Sodom, but to Abram this was the one true God 

 

 

 

Melchizedek 


