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Faith, Trust and Hope  
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 “Trust is the glue that binds people together. It is a rare 

concept in the social and behavioral sciences in that the 

evidence for its benefits is overwhelming. Trust is 

correlated with increased civic participation, decreased 

corruption, increased resilience to disasters, decreased 

economic inequality, and decreases in illegal activities. It 

is also correlated with increased health, happiness, and 

intelligence. Practically all researchers studying trust have 

concluded that it improves the human experience.”  (From 

an analysis on trust by the National Organization for Research at the 

University of Chicago) 

Trust 



 From the General Social Survey (GSS)  

 The National Data Program for the Social Sciences has 

been conducted since 1972 by National Organization for 

Research at the University of Chicago, with the support of 

the National Science Foundation. 

 “Generally speaking, would you say that most people 

can be trusted or that you can’t be too careful in 

dealing with people?” 

Trends on Trust 



 The Trend in Trust 



 Whom do you trust? 

 The news media? 

 The political candidates? 

 In this untrusting culture will people trust God? 

 Or His Word? 

 Is our trust in the Lord just the power of positive 

thinking? 

Can We Trust God? 



 Genesis 15 (One of the most important chapters 

in all of holy scripture) 

 “After these things the word of the LORD came to 

Abram in a vision, saying, 

 “Do not fear, Abram, 

I am a shield to you; 

Your reward shall be very great.” 

 

Promises of God to Abram 



 Gen.  15:2    Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will You 
give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in 
my house is my heir.” 4 Then behold, the word of the 
LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be 
your heir; but one who will come forth from your own 
body, he shall be your heir.” 5 And He took him 
outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and 
count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And 
He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6 
Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it 
to him as righteousness. (Romans 4) 

Abram Promised a Son 




18 In hope against hope he (Abram) believed, so that 
he might become a father of many nations according 
to that which had been spoken, “SO SHALL 
YOUR DESCENDANTS BE.” 19 Without becoming weak in 
faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as 
dead since he was about a hundred years old, 
and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with 
respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to 
God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had 
promised, He was able also to 
perform. 22 Therefore IT WAS ALSO CREDITED TO HIM AS 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

Romans 4:18-22 



 Abram’s trust in God was credited to him as 

righteousness.  This is a foundational building 

block of Biblical truth – the doctrine of justification 

by faith instead of by works. 

 Abram’s trust itself, and nothing more, is counted 

as righteousness. 

 What is righteousness? 

 Trusting in God 

Justification By Faith 




7 And He (YHWH) said to him, “I am the LORD who 
brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 
you this land to possess it.” 8 He said, “O Lord 
GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?” 9 So 
He (YHWH) said to him, “Bring Me a three year 
old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a 
three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young 
pigeon.” 10 Then he brought all these to Him and 
cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the 
other; but he did not cut the birds. 11 The birds of 
prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram 
drove them away. 

Back to Genesis 15 




12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep 
fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great 
darkness fell upon him. 13 God said to Abram, “Know 
for certain that your descendants will be strangers in 
a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved 
and oppressed four hundred years. 14 But I will also 
judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward 
they will come out with many possessions. 15 As for 
you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be 
buried at a good old age. 16 Then in the fourth 
generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorite is not yet complete.” 

Genesis 15 – God’s Response to Abram 




15:17 It came about when the sun had set, that it 

was very dark, and behold, there appeared a 

smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed 

between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD 

made a covenant with Abram, saying, 

 “To your descendants I have given this land, 

From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, 

the river Euphrates” 

 

 

God’s Display 



 Abram is asleep during this display, powerless and in the dark.  
Why? 

 Abram cannot effect anything that occurs, he can do no work.  
(Think about the way the Lord brought Eve to Adam.) 

 The smoking oven or furnace and the flaming torch, what do 
they mean? 

 They symbolize the presence of God throughout the Bible 
 Exodus 3:2 – The burning bush 

 Exodus 19:18 -  “Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the 
Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.” 

 Exodus – the Israelites were led through the desert by a pillar of 
smoke by day and a column of fire by night. 

 Acts 2:2-4 – The giving of the Holy Spirit to indwell the believers 
at Pentecost was brought through tongues of fire 

 

What Does This Vision Mean? 



 In the ancient Near East parties to an agreement 

would solemnize a covenant by walking down an 

aisle flanked by pieces of slaughtered animals 

(Jer. 34:18-19) 

 What is going on here? 

 God is SWEARING BY HIMSELF. 

 SINCE HE CAN SWEAR BY NO HIGHER 

AUTHORITY, SINCE NONE EXISTS, GOD 

SWEARS BY HIMSELF 

 

 

The Meaning of The Vision  



 After the warning in Hebrews 6 about “falling 

away” the author assures the readers 

 “But, beloved, we are convinced of better things 

concerning you, and things that accompany 

salvation, though we are speaking in this way.” 
(Hebrews 6:9) 

 Things that accompany salvation of God 

Now to Hebrews 




13 For when God made the promise to Abraham, 

since He could swear by no one greater, He swore 

by Himself, 14 saying, “I WILL SURELY BLESS YOU 

AND I WILL SURELY MULTIPLY YOU.” 15 And so, having 

patiently waited, he obtained the promise.  

 

God’s Promises 




16 For men swear by one greater than themselves, 

and with them an oath given as confirmation is an 

end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, 

desiring even more to show to the heirs of the 

promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, 

interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two 

unchangeable things in which it is impossible for 

God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have 

strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set 

before us.  

Hebrews 6:16-18 



 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a 

hope both sure and steadfast and one which 

enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as 

a forerunner for us, having become a high priest 

forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

Hebrews 6:19-20 



 Abraham is “Exhibit A” of a man who trusted God 

against all odds and found Him to be faithful. Paul 

called Abraham “the father of all who believe,” and 

added, “In hope against hope he believed…” (Rom. 

4:11, 18). 

 God appeared to Abraham while he was still named 

Abram, living in Ur of the Chaldees.  

 God promised Abraham the land and descendants as 

great as the stars in the skies (so shall your 

descendants be) 

Our Hope of  Salvation Is Certain 



 Though Abraham didn’t see it, history has 

validated God’s promise, that his descendants, 

both physically and spiritually (Gal. 3:7), are as 

many as the stars of heaven, and as innumerable 

as the sand of the seashore (Heb. 11:12). 

 You are a descendants of Abraham by faith in 

Christ.  Those in Christ are “heirs of the promise.” 

 Why could those first century Hebrews trust God? 

 Why can we trust God?   

Decendents and Heirs of the Promise 



 God purposed to show the heirs of the promise 

(including us) the unchangeableness of His 

purpose, which here refers specifically to installing 

His Son as a high priest forever according to the 

order of Melchizedek (6:20).  

 Heirs do not choose to be heirs 

 Heirs are chosen by the one who owns the estate 

 God does the choosing   (Romans 9:11-23) 

God’s Purposes Are Unchangeable 



 The author states the obvious, “it is impossible for God to 

lie” (6:18). If He lied, He would deny His very nature as 

the God of truth, whose very word is truth (Isa. 65:16; 

John 14:6; 17:17).  

 1 John 5:10 says, “The one who believes in the Son of 

God has the testimony in himself; the one who does not 

believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not 

believed in the testimony that God has given concerning 

His Son.”  

 Do you believe God’s promise concerning His Son, if not 

you are calling God a liar. 17  

It is Impossible for God to Lie 



 “In the same way God, desiring even more to show to 

the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His 

purpose, interposed with an oath, 18 so that by two 

unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God 

to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong 

encouragement to take hold of the hope set before 

us. (6:17-18) 

 1.  It is impossible for God to lie 

 2.  He has enter into an oath, swearing on Himself 

 Because of the weakness of our flesh, God condescends to 

add the oath to His word to give us double assurance. 

 

 

 

The Two Unchangeable Things 



 “we who have taken refuge would have strong 

encouragement to take hold of the hope set before 

us.”  (6:18) 

 The author identifies those to whom he is writing, 

along with himself, as “we who have taken refuge”   

 Refuge from what? 

 From the storms of life (Jesus calming the sea) 

 And From God Himself (the story of the Passover) 

This Trust In God Take Refuge and Hope 



 Our salvation is secure because it rests on the 

promise and unchangeable purpose of God. It is 

not our feeble grasp of Him, but His firm hold on 

us.   

 We are not holding on to God, God is holding on 

to us.  (John 10:27-29) 

 “I give eternal life to them (My sheep), and they will 

never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My 

hand.”  

 

Take hold of the hope of our future salvation. 



 We can hold on to the promises because Christ 
holds on to us. 

 “What Christ bought for us when he died was not 
the freedom from having to hold fast but the 
enabling power to hold fast. What he bought was 
not the nullification of our wills as though we didn’t 
have to hold fast, but the empowering of our wills 
because we want to hold fast. What he bought 
was not the canceling of the commandment to 
hold fast but the fulfillment of the commandment 
to hold fast.” (John Piper) 

Stand Fast 



 “This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a 

hope both sure and steadfast and one which 

enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as 

a forerunner for us, having become a high priest 

forever according to the order of Melchizedek. 
(6:19-20) 

We Are Anchored in Heaven 


