
HEBREWS 5:2- 6:12 

Eternal Security III  
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 Can we take assurance that we shall continue to 

be in Christ all of our lives? 

 Is there anything that will keep us from “falling 

away” from Christ? 

 Is it possible that we will turn away from Christ 

and lose the blessings of our salvation? 

Questions About Salvation 



 Arminianism and Calvinism 

 The warnings of Hebrews figure prominently in this 
debate 

 1. Chapter 2 The danger of drifting. (2:1-4) 

 2. Chapter 3 The danger of unbelief (3:12-19) 

 2. Chapters 4 The danger of not entering into faith-rest. 
(4:1-11) 

 3. Chapters 6 The danger of falling away. (6:4-8) 

 4. Chapter 10 The danger of willful sin. (10:26-31) 

 5. Chapter 12 The danger of indifference to the point of 
denial. (12:25-29) 

 

The Great Debate Over Salvation 



 4 For in the case of those who have once been 

enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift 

and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

5 and have tasted the good word of God and the 

powers of the age to come, 6 and then have fallen 

away, it is impossible to renew them again to 

repentance, since they again crucify to 

themselves the Son of God and put Him to open 

shame. 

Hebrews 6:4-6 



 1. The interpretation must fit the flow of the context of the 

writing where the passage appears. 

 2. Key words and phrases must be carefully defined from 

the original language – in this case Koine Greek. 

 3. It must make sense of the passage. 

 4.  It should explain and connect the various parts of the 

passage in a coherent whole. 

 5. It must be consistent with the rest of the book – in this 

case Hebrews. 

 6. It must be consistent with the rest of Holy Scripture. 

 7. It must be consistent with sound biblical understanding. 

Approaching Difficult Passages 



 Who is being referred to in this passage? 

 Those who have: 

 “once been enlightened;” 

 “have tasted of the heavenly gift” 

 “have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit;” 

 “have tasted the good word of God” 

 “and the powers of the age to come” 

 “and then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance   

Some Key Questions? 



 What is this experience?  Is this an expression of 

true salvation of an individual, (being born again) 

or does this description refer to something else? 

 Something is impossible in this passage.  What is 

it? 

 What is the meaning of “falling away?” 

Some Key Questions? 



 The unsaved among the saved – unbelievers in 
fellowship with the visible church  

 External signs or indications that they are genuine 
believers 

 Examples:  Judas Iscariot 

 Convincing conformity as a disciple 

 None of the other disciples of Christ knew he was 
the betrayer (Luke 22:23) 

 “But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus 
knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, 
and who it was that would betray Him. (John 6:64) 

False Brethren 



 “False brethren secretly brought in”  (Gal. 2:4) 

 Paul was “in danger from false brethren” (II Cor. 

11:26) 

 The servants of Satan “disguise themselves as 

servants of righteousness”  (II Cor. 11:15) 

Passages Describing False Brethren 



 Jesus’ statement about what will happen at the 

last judgment,  speaks to this issue: 

 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the 

will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many 

will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out 

demons, and in Your name perform many 

miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never 

knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness.’ “ 

False Brethren 



 Some in among the saved are in the process of 
considering the claims of the gospel and moving 
toward real faith 

 Others may have heard only an inadequate 
explanation of the gospel message 

 Others may not have yet come under the genuine 
conviction of the Holy Spirit 

 Others may be saved and doubting or examining 
again 

 BUT WE DON’T KNOW 

 GOD ONLY KNOWS 

Beware the Conclusions 



 The author here does not seem to be referring to 

“them” or “they” (second person plural) and not 

first person plural, “us” and “we.” 

 The verses following this difficult passage: 

 V. 6:9 “But, beloved, we are convinced of better 

things concerning you, and things that accompany 

salvation, though we are speaking in this way.” 

The Traditional Reformed or Calvinist Position 



 Look at the description: 

 Those who have: 

 “once been enlightened;” 

 “have tasted of the heavenly gift” 

 “have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit;” 

 “have tasted the good word of God” 

 “and the powers of the age to come” 

 “and then have fallen away, it is impossible to 
renew them again to repentance 

Does Hebrews 6 Refer to People of Genuine 

Faith in God? 



 Those who “have once been enlightened” 

 The word “enlightened translates the Greek term 

Photizo, which refers to learning in general, not 

necessarily a learning that results in salvation 

 The author uses the term “salvation” specifically in 

v. 9 and could have used it here,  instead of 

“enlightened” if he was referring to those who lose 

their salvation 

Once Been Enlightened 



 Inherent in the idea of tasting is the fact that the 

tasting is temporary and one might or might not 

decide to accept the thing that is tasted. 

 Example (same Greek word)  during the 

crucifixion Jesus was offered drink mixed with gall 

“…but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.” 

 In Hebrews 6 this does not appear to mean 

genuine faith to salvation but an understanding of 

the heavenly gift 

Tasted of the Heavenly Gift 



 Partaker (Gk. “metochos”) – this term has a range 

of meaning in the original Greek.  It may imply 

very close participation and attachment, or may 

only imply a lose association wit the other persons 

named 

 Ephesians 5:7 metochos used with the word syn  

Paul warns Christians about the sinful acts of 

unbelievers and says, “do not associate with 

them” 

Become Partakers of the Holy Spirit 



 By analogy Hebrews 6:4-6 speaks of people who 

have been “associated with” the Holy Spirit, and 

thereby had their livers influenced by Him, but it 

doesn’t mean that these people had a redeeming 

work of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 

 These people being referred to in Hebrews 6:4-6 

may have been those associated with the 

believing Jews, were associated with the work of 

the Holy Spirit and had been influenced by the 

Holy Spirit 

Become Partakers of the Holy Spirit 



 People who have committed these things, cannot be 
restore again to “repentance” (metanoia)  (turning 
around) 

 Metanoia or repentance in the New Testament can be 
a term for salvation (repentance) 

 Metanoia can also mean a sorrow for actions that 
have been done (Luke 17:3-4).  “Be on your guard! If your 
brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. 4 And if he 
sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, 
saying, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.” 

 These each cannot be salvation events (but are 
rather restoration to fellowship with another) 

Impossible to Restore Them Again to 

Repentance 



 They have been among the redeemed 

 They have close fellowship others in the visible 

church 

 They have partaken of the Holy Spirit 

 They have a taste of heavenly gift and the powers 

of the age to come 

 

Who Are These People? 



 The author tells us that if these people willfully turn 
away form all of these temporary blessings, then it 
will be impossible to restore them again to any kind of 
repentance or sorrow for sin. 

 What more can be done to bring them to salvation?  
The visible church is the means of grace.  There is no 
Plan B. 

 These people are the tares among the wheat. 

 Judas sat under the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ 
for three years.  Is there anything more that can be 
done for Judas? 

These Are People Who Are Witnesses to the Means of 

Salvation But Do Not Respond 



 The people being referred to in verses 4-6 are 

further characterized in verses 7-8 by a metaphor 

 “For ground that drinks the rain which often falls 

on it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for 

whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing 

from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is 

worthless and close to being cursed, and it 

ends up being burned.” 

Hebrews 6: 7-8 



 The land (the person) shows the kind of crop that 

is brought forth on land that has no worthwhile life 

in and of itself even though it receives God’s 

means of grace (the rain).  No good thing grows. 

 Notice – that the people who “fall away” here are 

not compared to a field that once bore good fruit 

and now does not, that they are like land that 

never bore good fruit, but only thorns. 

Hebrews 6: 7-8 




6 Other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it 

grew up, it withered away, because it had no 

moisture. 

 Jesus’ interpretation of the parable:  “Those on the 

rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive 

the word with joy; and these have 

no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time 

of temptation fall away. (Luke 8:13) 

The Parable of the Sower (Luke 8:4-15) 



 Once lost always lost – “impossible to renew them 

again” 

 The problem is that once you are redeemed under 

this view, there are events or circumstances that 

can cause you to lose your salvation but could 

have been forgiven prior to salvation.  

Logical Problem of the Loss of Salvation 



 The Lord Jesus Christ promises eternal (or 
everlasting) life 

 What does everlasting mean but lasting forever? 

 “For I have come down from heaven, not to do My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. This is the 
will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given 
Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. For 
this is the will of My Father, that everyone 
who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 
eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last 
day.”  (John 6:38-40) 

The Bible’s Full Counsel 




27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me; 28 and I give eternal life to them, 

and they will never perish; and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who 

has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no 

one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 

hand. (John 10:27-29) 

 Two hands hold you. 

Double Lock 



 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but 

he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but 

the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 

 Life is the opposite of death.  Death stops life. 

 “Therefore there is now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus.”  (Romans 8:1) 

 “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who 

began a good work in you will perfect it until the 

day of Christ Jesus.”  (Philippeans 1:6) 

Eternal Life 



 “And we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are called according to His purpose. For 
those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren; and these whom He predestined, He 
also called; and these whom He called, He also 
justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified.” 

 No leakage, no losses in the chain 

The Golden Chain (Romans 8:28-30) 


