
HEBREWS 4:12 - 13 

The Word of God  
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 January 10th, next week – NO CLASS 

 Two simultaneous services at 0845 

 Town Hall Congregational Meeting 1000 – 1200 in 

the Fellowship Hall  

 Special congregational town hall meeting debriefing 

our 10-month strategic visioning process. Kevin 

Ford, a consultant from the TAG Group. 

Schedule 

 



 February 7 – February 28 every Sunday in February  

 “February Term” – Strengthening our core 

 

 February 7: Corey Widmer/Gospel Community 

 

 February 14: Doug Paul/Intentional Discipleship 

 

 February 21: Corey Widmer/Missional Orientation 

 

 February 28: Panel/Catalytic Culture 

Schedule 

 



 ARTICLE VI: Verbal Plenary Inspiration   

 ARTICLE VII: Inspiration   

 ARTICLE VIII: Human Authors 

 

The Word of God and Inspiration   

 



 We affirm - that the whole of Scripture and all its 

parts, down to the very words of the original, were 

given by divine inspiration.  

 We deny  -  We deny that the inspiration of 

Scripture can rightly be affirmed of the whole 

without the parts, or of some parts but not the 

whole. 

Article VI: Verbal Plenary Inspiration 



 We affirm - We affirm that inspiration was the work 

in which God by His Spirit, through human writers, 

gave us His Word. The origin of Scripture is divine. 

The mode of divine inspiration remains largely a 

mystery to us. 

 We deny  - We deny that inspiration can be 

reduced to human insight, or to heightened states 

of consciousness of any kind. 

 

Article VII Inspiration:  



 What does it mean when we say that the Holy 

Scriptures are “inspired by God?” 

 “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness”  (II Timothy 3:16) 

 Theopneustos – inspired by God 

 God breathed out – expiration, not inspiration 

Inspiration 



 The Bible, though it is a human book insofar as it 

is written by human writers, has its humanity 

transcended by virtue of its divine origin and 

inspiration. 

 Application: 

 “But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN 

SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY 

WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’”  

(Matthew 4:4) 

 

Inspiration 



 “for no prophecy was ever made by an act of 

human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit 

spoke from God.”  (II Peter 1:21) 

Inspiration 




12 For the word of God is living and active and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 

as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 

joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. 

Characteristics of God’s Scripture 



 Living – NASB/ RSV/ NKJ 

 Alive – NIV 

 Quick – KJV 

 The Word of God is dynamic.  It is an independent 

force of God.  It has energy. 

 The Word of God is NOT dead, still, inert. 

 

Characteristics of God’s Scripture 



 “Active” – NASB/ NIV 

 “Powerful” – KJV/ NKJV 

 “Effective” – NAB 

 “Working” – Expanded Bible 

 This is the characteristic of energy and power.  

God’s Word is actively working. 

 Scriptures are communications that you can read 

but more importantly the Scriptures read you. 

Characteristics of God’s Scripture 



 “sharper than any two-edged sword” 

 The two-edge sword – the Roman super weapon 

 

Characteristics of God’s Scripture 
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 “And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and 

the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
(Ephesians 6:17)  (the whole armor of God) 

 …in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a 

son of man… 16 In His right hand He held seven 

stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-

edged sword; and His face was like the 

sun shining in its strength.  (Rev. 1:13 & 16) 

 God’s word is not only like a two-edged sword, it is SHARPER 

than a two-edged sword 

The Word of God is a Sword 



 “…piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, 
of both joints and marrow,…” 

 The metaphor of stabbing deep into the innermost 
of our being.   

 It moves actively inside of your mind. 

 Aside:  two or three parts of man (What does the 
Bible teach us about the physiological and 
psychological composition of a human being?) 

 Dichotomomy - man is body and soul/spirit (same) 

 Trichotomy – man is body, soul and spirit 

The Word Pierces Into a Person 



 …able to judge the thoughts and intents of the heart” 

 The Word of God probes the inmost recesses of our 
spiritual being and brings the subconscious motives, 
thoughts, desires to light. 

 The Word of God has a judicial function 


“5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment 
before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will 
both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness 
and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then 
each man’s praise will come to him from God.”  (I Cor. 
4:5) 

God’s Word is a Judge 




“8 And God, who knows the heart, testified to 

them giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He also 

did to us”  (Acts 15:8)   

 Heart – “the center and seat of spiritual life, the soul or mind, 

as it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions, 

desires, appetites, affections, purposes, endeavors” (Strong’s 

Gk. Concordance) 

God’s Word Knows Our Innermost Being 




“13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, 

but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of 

Him with whom we have to do.”  (Hebrews 4:13) 

 This verse associates the power and action of the 

Word of God with God Himself (the person with 

whom we have to do). 

 All is laid bare under the sight of Him with whom 

we have to do.  The saint has more to do with God 

than the unsaved.  We belong to Him, we have to 

deal with Him.  He will not have it any other way. 

Can We Hide Ourselves From His Sight? 



 All things are open and laid bare to God’s eyes. 

 God is penetrating  

 God is omniscient 

 God is omnipresent 

 Can we hide ourselves, our inner most thoughts 

and feelings from God?  Isn’t that what Adam and 

Eve thought after they had sinned? 

 

Can We Hide Ourselves From His Sight? 



 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
You understand my thought from afar. 
3 You scrutinize my path and my lying down, 
And are intimately acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, 
Behold, O LORD, You know it all. 
5 You have enclosed me behind and before, 
And laid Your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
It is too high, I cannot attain to it. 


7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? 
Or where can I flee from Your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, You are there; 
If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 

 

God’s Knowledge of Us 


