
HEBREWS 2:10-18 

Calling them Brethren and Being Their 
High Priest 
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 Martin Luther posts his 95 Theses on the Power 

and Efficacy of Indulgences on the church door at 

All Saints Church in Wittenberg 

 

 

This Weekend in History 
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 We affirm that the Scriptures are the supreme 

written norm by which God binds the conscience, 

and that the authority of the Church is subordinate 

to that of Scripture.  

 We deny that Church creeds, councils, or 

declarations have authority greater than or equal 

to the authority of the Bible. 

Article II:  Scripture and Tradition 



 10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by 

night to Berea, and when they arrived, they went into the 

synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-

minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received 

the word with great eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 

12 Therefore many of them believed, along with a number 

of prominent Greek women and men.…  (Acts 17:10-12) 

The Example of the Berean Church 




10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and 
through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, 
to perfect the author of their salvation through 
sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified are all from one Father; for which reason 
He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying, 

 “I WILL PROCLAIM YOUR NAME TO MY BRETHREN, 
IN THE MIDST OF THE CONGREGATION I WILL SING YOUR 
PRAISE.” 


13 And again, 

 “I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM.” 

 And again, 

 “BEHOLD, I AND THE CHILDREN WHOM GOD HAS GIVEN ME.” 

 

Hebrews 2: 10-13 



 Jesus was perfected through His sufferings – He  

became fully human 

 Not morally or ethically “perfect” in His essence or 

being, He was already perfect --  He was and is 

God incarnate. 

 But he was made perfect in the sense of being 

brought to a certain “completeness” associated 

with the fulfillment of God’s plan.   

 

 

 

 

Becoming Like Us – Becoming Like Him 



 Through His suffering and death we 

obtain: 

 Salvation 

 Glory 

 “the author of their salvation through 

suffering” 

 Jesus became like us so that we may 

become like Him. 

 

 

 

 

Becoming Like Us – Becoming Like Him 



 It is important to note that verse 10 
declares that Christ is “the author of their 
salvation” 

 This is the sense of being the originator 
or founder of salvation and the word here 
can be translated “captain.” 

 “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith,”  (Hebrews 12:2) 

Christ – the Author of Salvation and of Faith 



 Verse 11:  “For both He who sanctifies 

and those who are sanctified [or “are 

being sanctified”] are all from one Father; 

for which reason He is not ashamed to 

call them brethren,” 

 His (Christ’s) Father is now referred to as 

Our Father, we are therefore called the 

brethren (or of one family) with Jesus. 

One with Christ as a Member of One Family 



 This quote in v. 12 is from the same 

Psalm (Psalm 22) as the quote that Jesus 

utters on the cross:  “My God, My God, 

why have You forsaken Me?  Why are 

You so far from helping Me, And from the 

words of My groaning?” 

 These words are being attributed, in this 

writing of Hebrews, to Christ himself 

Messianic Reference -   

Conversation of the Trinity 



 “I will proclaim Your name to My Brethren” 
(Verse 12) 

 Your name --  whose name? 

 Who are the pronouns referring to? 

 If this is the Psalm of the suffering Messiah, 
then He, Christ, is proclaiming to His brethren 
(those who are being sanctified) Your Name!   

 This is a conversation in heaven between 
God the Son and God the Father 

 

 

Messianic Reference -   

Conversation of the Trinity 



 Just as the first verse uttered by Christ on the 
Cross:  “My God, My God, why hath your 
forsaken me?” (Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?)  
(Mark 15:34)  

 This is God the Son addressing God the 
Father and God the Holy Spirit from the 
Cross:  That is why it is uttered twice:  My 
God, My God… 

 And why was Christ forsaken on the Cross? 

 

Messianic Reference -   

Conversation of the Trinity 



“I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face from 

the descendants of Jacob. 

I will put my trust in him.  Here am I, and the 

children the Lord has given me. We are signs and 

symbols in Israel from the Lord Almighty, who dwells 

on Mount Zion.”  (Isaiah 8:17-18) 

Messianic Reference -   

Conversation of the Trinity 



 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom 

You gave Me out of the world; they were Yours 

and You gave them to Me, and they have kept 

Your word.” (John 17:6) 

 This is what the Father does for the children, He 

brings them to the Son.  (John 6:44 and John 6:65) 

 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me 

draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

 

God the Father Brings Men and Women to 

God the Son 



 14  “Therefore, since the children share in flesh 

and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the 

same, that through death He might render 

powerless him who had the power of death, that 

is, the devil, 15  and might free those who through 

fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives. 

16  For assuredly He does not give help to angels, 

but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham.” 
(Hebrews 2:14-16) 

Hebrews 2:14-16 



 And, death is also taken away with the receipt of a 
new existence, a new reality, where these bodies 
are exchanged for bodies that will last for eternity -
---- reformed bodies, spiritual bodies that will exist 
forever (I Cor. 15) 

 Therefore there is no final victory for death, even 
physical death. 
 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, 

and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come 
about the saying that is written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED 
UP in victory. “O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? 
O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?”  

 

Death Is Overcome 



 “For assuredly He does not give help to angels, 
but He gives help to the descendant of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore, He had to be made 
like His brethren in all things, so that He might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people. 18 For since He 
Himself was tempted in that which He has 
suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those 
who are tempted.” 

Hebrews 2:16-18 



 He had to be made “like His brethren”  SO THAT 

 Jesus could become a “merciful and faithful high 

priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people.  (this is how 

Jesus is “perfected.”) 

 He has been tempted (or “tested” as in the New 

English Bible) in that which He suffered 

Like Us to be A High Priest For Us 


