
HEBREWS 1:1-4 

The Superiority of the Son of God 

1 



 The Law takes us only to a reckoning that we are not 
righteous. 

 Romans 3: 20-22 

 “because by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in 
His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has 
been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no 
distinction; 

 *** 

 V. 28  “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart 
from works of the Law.” 

The Law and the Righteousness of God 



 Who is the author of Hebrews? 

 Origen and the Eastern Church- Paul 

 Tertullian – Barnabas 
 The author knew much about the Levitical Priests and 

the Day of Atonement 

 Close friend of Paul’s – with him on first missionary 
journey 

 Martin Luther – Apollos 

 Acts 18:24  “Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian 
by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he 
was mighty in the Scriptures.”  

 

The Author of Hebrews 



 Was authorship an intentional omission? 

 The author cites the Old Testament more than in any 

other New Testament book, but does not attribute the 

quotes from the law and the prophets by name 

 The first verse of the book directs us to consider the 

diverse ways in which God speaks to His people 

 Hebrews 12:25:  “See that you do not refuse Him who 

speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who 

spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn 

away from Him who speaks [present tense] from heaven” 

The Author of Hebrews 



 Is the book of Hebrews what Jesus spoke to the two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus? 

 Luke 24:44  “Now He said to them, “These are My words 
which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things 
which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the 
Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 

 Luke 24:25-27  And He said to them, “O foolish men and 
slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these 
things and to enter into His glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He 
explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the 
Scriptures.” 

The Words of Christ on the Road to Emmaus 



 Some have speculated even in the early church 

that Hebrews is not really an epistle but that it was 

a sermon simply committed to writing.  This would 

explain its style and its force 

Is Hebrews a Letter?   



 Scholars are not certain of its specific audience. 

 They were Jewish Christians 

 Warnings about falling away (esp. Chapters 3&6) 

 The superiority and finality of Jesus Christ 

 falling away to any former or present beliefs forbidden and 

hopeless. 

 The role and work of Christ as highest priest 

 Faith and its tremendous and real power 

 Faith-Rest 

Purpose and Themes of Hebrews 




1God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in 

these last days has spoken to us in His Son, 

whom He appointed heir of all things, through 

whom also He made the world.3 And He is the 

radiance of His glory and the exact representation 

of His nature, and upholds all things by the word 

of His power. When He had made purification of 

sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, 

Hebrews 1:1-3 



 In many parts and many ways He spoke in 
times past…  How? 

 Events 

 Dreams  

 Visions 

 The Law 

 The Prophets (God’s spokesmen and 
women) 

 Poetry, songs and hymns 
 

God’s Communication or Revelation to Man 



 In these last days or “at the end of these days” 

 All else is waiting… all else God has revealed 

previously is preparation 

 The full and final revelation from God is in Christ 

 God’s revelation in His Son is the ultimate and 

most important revelation God can make 

 The revelation is God Himself 

God’s Ultimate and Final Revelation 



 What authority does Christ have to be God’s 

full and final revelation to Man? 

 The first chapter provides 7 reasons: 

 1.  God has appointed Him heir of all things 

 “All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, 

and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor 

does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 

the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”  
(Matthew 11:27) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 2.  Through whom He has made he world 

(literally the “ages”) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 3.  He is the radiance (or brightness) of His glory 

 Brightness is the essence or essential nature of the concept 

of Glory.  God’s Glory is visible in light.  The light cannot be 

separated from brightness 

 The Son is the only visible person of the trinity.  Son shows 

forth the Father – we can see the Son. 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 4.  Christ is the express image of God’s person, 

an exact replica. 

 “For in Him all the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form”  

(Colossians 2: 9) 

 “And He is the image of the invisible God, the first0-born of 

all creation.”  (Colossians 1:15) 

 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father 

also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”  

(John 14:7)  “He who has seen me has seen the Father.”  

(John 14:9) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 5.  He upholds all things by the word of His power. 


17 ”He [Christ] is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together.”  (Colossians 1:17) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 6.   “He has made purification of our sins” 

 Literally in the Greek He has “purged our sins or cleansed 

us of our sins.” 

 In the Old Testament, this is the role of the High Priest on 

the Day of Atonement 

 This is the role of Christ now, in the new covenant in Christ’s 

blood, to take away the sin of the world.  “The lamb of God.”  

(John 1:29) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 7.  He sat down at the right hand of the majesty in 

heaven. 

 Messianic Psalm 110 

 “He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far 

above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.” 
(Ephesians 4:10) 

 “who is at the right hand of God, having gone into 

heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been 

subjected to Him.”  (I Peter 3:22) 

By What  Authority or Right? 



 Finally after His death and resurrection and prior 

to His ascension Christ’s last words on earth to 

His disciples: 

 “All authority has been given to me in heaven and 

on earth.”  (Matthew 28:18) 

By What  Authority or Right? 


