
HEBREWS 11: 3-7 

Faith 

1 



 3 By faith we understand that the worlds (the ages) were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was 

not made out of things which are visible.  

 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, 

through which he obtained the testimony that he was 

righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, 

though he is dead, he still speaks.  

 5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see 

death; and he was not found because God took him up; 

for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up 

he was pleasing to God.  

Hebrews 11: 3-7 



 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

 7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, 

in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he 

condemned the world and became heir of the 

righteousness that is in keeping with faith. 

 

Hebrews 11: 3-7 



 Empiricism 

 Rationalism 

 Faith – Non Meritorious system of knowledge 

 Empiricism and Rationalism are Systems that glorify 
the subject (the person exercising the knowledge) 

 Faith – glorifies the object of the knowledge (in the 
case of Christian faith – that object is God) 

 Faith in its purest form brings no merit on the one 
who believes, or who exercises the faith 

 The merit, or the glory, is in the object of our faith – 
what we believe IN. 

Last Week – Theory of Knowledge 



 It is not simply faith per se, or faith “by itself” that 

is important. 

 I can have “faith” in luck, or chance, or fate 

 It is the OBJECT OF YOUR FAITH that is 

important (Clinton v. Trump) 

 Our faith as Christians is in God and His word, 

Jesus Christ (His incarnate word) and His 

scriptures (His spoken word, the Bible)  

 

The Object of Our Faith Is Essential 



 But we don’t exercise our faith in God in a vacuum  

 Our faith informs our reason and our reason 

informs our faith. 

Faith Demands Reasoning 



 In chapter 11 of Hebrews we are first presented 

with Abel and then Enoch as examples of faith 

that pleased God 

 Abel (Gen. 4:3-7) – the Lord regarded his offering 

 Enoch (Gen. 5:21-24) – he walked with God 

 Walking:  slow, intimate, daily, side-by-side 

The Stories of Faith 



 We will see that these accounts of people of 

faith were illustrations of faith that pleased God. 

 Christian Faith has three elements: 

1.Faith begins with understanding 

2.Which leads to conviction 

3.Which leads to commitment 

Christian Faith – Faith that is Pleasing To God 



 Christians don’t think or would prefer not to 

think;  

 They would rather not ask questions,  

 They would rather accept what they’re told or 

rest on tradition.  

 Faith is a substitute for thinking 

 Faith is viewed as something that is opposed 

to thinking. 

The Prevailing Narrative of Christians Today 



 Faith not only is compatible with thinking it 

requires and it consists of, requires, and 

stimulates the most profound thinking.   

 You cannot be a Christian without engaging the 

brain to the upmost.  

 The reason that there is not much faith today is 

that there is not much thinking today. 

 

 

Faith Requires Profound Thinking 



 We are told today that these difficult questions of 
theology or philosophy are for the theologians and 
philosophers.   

 All you need to think about is your  

 standard of living 

 your career 

 Your family 

 your appearance 

 your psychological needs.   

 That is a deliberate refusal to think.   

 It is the absence of thinking. 

 

Our Culture Does Not Require Us to Think 



 Explore these 3 ideas: 

 1.  That thinking leads to faith; 

 2.  How thinking leads to faith; 

 3.  Why thinking leads to faith. 

Thinking is the Foundation of Faith. 

 



 1. You can’t have Christian faith without thinking. 

 Verse 6 

 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 

he who comes to God must believe that He is 

and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” 

 You cannot come to God unless you understand 

that God exists, that He is real. 

 Examples 

 

 

1.  Thinking Leads to Faith 



 Paul says we walk by faith and not by sight (II Cor. 

5:7) 

 He doesn’t say “We walk by faith and not by 

reason,” or “we walk by faith and not by thought.” 

 Doubt and unbelieve arise not from too much 

thinking but from an absence of thinking. 

 Example 

Too Little Thinking 



 The way to renew my faith is to renew my 

thinking.   

 My doubts and fears come from an absence of 

thinking, just reacting.   

 Usually doubts come from an emotional reaction 

or non-analytical thinking. 

 

Too Little Thinking 



 The person who believes in God because it feels 

right for them or true for them, what is going to 

happen when the tragedy comes?   

 What is going to happen when the loss comes? 

  What is going to happen when the persecution or 

ridicule comes?   

 What is going to happen when your feelings 

change? 

 

Christianity is True for Me 



 Objective truth, (reality) doesn’t always feel true, or 

feel right or comfortable or the way you want them 

 The way to remain in the faith is to renew your 

thinking about the matter -- review your facts 

 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that 

you may prove what the will of God is, that which 

is good and acceptable and perfect.”  (Romans 12:2) 

 Peter’s example – not the thinking but the sight 

destroyed his faith 

 

Objectivity 




3   “By faith we understand that the worlds were 

prepared by the word of God, so that what is 

seen was not made out of things which are 

visible.”  (NASB) 


3   “By faith we understand that the universe was 

formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 

was not made out of what was visible.” (NIV) 

 By faith Christians know that what is seen is not 

self-explanatory. 

 

 

2.  How does thinking lead to faith? 



 We develop an hypothesis, describe a theory to 

explain what we see and experience in the world 

 Then test the hypothesis 

 Explanatory Power or Predictive Power 

 Does your model explain things? 

Predictive Force 



 Nothing exists beyond the material, natural world 

 Then there is no basis for using rationality at all 

 There is also no basis for knowing that some 

things are good and some are evil, right and 

wrong, correct and in correct. 

The Atheist’s Hypothesis 



 The answer is in verse 6: 

 “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, 

for he who comes to God must believe that He is 

and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.” 

 We are asked by this verse and all of the Bible to 

consider that God is not an impersonal force or a 

concept,  but a PERSON 

 When you believe in God you are reacting with 

a person, who has power and love. 

3.  Why Does thinking Lead to Faith? 



 Why do some things intuitively seem to work and 

others do not? 

 Why is love, and friendship, and caring and giving 

so universally understood and valued? 

 There is a personal God behind the universe, 

restoring the universe, upholding the universe. 

 This God is real (“he is”) and He is the rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him. 

 

A Personal God Exists 


