
Habakkuk 



Habakkuk 
1. Frustrated, if not downright angry, 

with God 

2. Discovers a God who will use an 

unambiguously evil tool to accomplish 

his will 

3. Who ultimately comes to peace with 

this God 

 



The Minor Prophets 



The Minor Prophets 

• Hosea 

• Joel 

• Amos 

• Obadiah 

• Jonah 

• Micah 

– Period of Assyrian 

power 

• Nahum 

• Habakkuk 

• Zephaniah 

– Decline of Assyria 

• Haggai 

• Zechariah 

• Malachi 

– Post exilic period 

 



So Who Was He? 

• Only mentioned in this book 

– Hebrew for “to clasp” or “to embrace” 

– Appropriate – he wrestles with God 

• Contemporary of Jeremiah and King 
Josiah 

• Prophesied toward the end of the 7th 
century B.C. 

– Probably 625 – 600 BC 

– Written in -- and about -- Judah  

 



The Kings Of Judah and Israel 

• Judah 

• 697 Manasseh  
– Isaiah 

• 642 Amon  

• 640 Josiah 
– Habakkuk 

– Jeremiah 

• 609 Jehoahaz 
– Deposed by Egypt 

• 609 Jehoiakim 
– Deposed by Nebuchadnezzar 

• 598 Jehoichin 
– Deposed by Nebuchadnezzar 

• 597 Zedekiah 
– 586 Fall of Jerusalem to 

Babylonians 

 

 

 

• Israel 

 

 



Not Your Usual Prophet  

• Deals with God on behalf of the people, 

and not … 

• … dealing with the people on behalf of 

God 

 



Front Page Stories Of The Day 

• The Jerusalem Post 

• The Babylonian Times Dispatch 

• The Nile News Gazette 

 



The Jerusalem Post 

• Domestic News 

– Josiah: King at age of 8! 

• Dad done in by his own cabinet 

• Cabinet done in by vengeful mob 

• Long live the kid King! 

 

 

 

 



The Jerusalem Post 

• Domestic News 

– Josiah: King at age of 8!  

• Dad done in by his own cabinet 

• Cabinet then executed by vengeful mob 

• Long live the kid King! 

– Josiah:  Teenage Reformer 

• Teen walks the straight and narrow  “He did what was 

right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in the ways of 

his father David, not turning aside to the right or left.” 

• Brash!  Risks offending the Assyrians 

• For more details, see the weekend supplement in II 

Chronicles 34-35 

 

 

 



The Jerusalem Post 

International News 
• Stomps Idols! 

• Restores Temple! 

• Discovers Book of the Law! 

• Passover Celebrated! 

• Priests Put To Work! 

• Assyrians Annihilated! 

– Nineveh Knocked Out! 

– Nebuchadnezzar In! 

 

 



Conventional Wisdom in Jerusalem 

• We’re surging 

• Biggest revival in 300 years 

• God is blessing us – big time 

• Things couldn’t look any better 

 

 

 

 



But All That Glitters Is Not Gold 

• Jeremiah 3:6-10:  “ 6 During the reign of 

King Josiah, the Lord said to me, … 10 

Judah did not return to me with all her 

heart, but only in pretense.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



But All That Glitters Is Not Gold 

• Jeremiah 3:6-10:  “ 6 During the reign of King 

Josiah, the Lord said to me, … 10 Judah did not 

return to me with all her heart, but only in 

pretense.” 

• Jeremiah 5:1: “Go up and down the streets of 

Jerusalem, look around and consider, search 

through her squares.  If you can find but one 

person who deals honestly and seeks the 

truth, I will forgive this city.” 

• Amos 4:4 and 5:21-24 

 

 



The Babylonian Times Dispatch 

• Assyria going downhill, fast 
– Occupied us for over 100 years  

• New king in coup 
– Nabopolassar on the throne in 626 

• Nabo’ rolls 
– 626 – Battle of Sallat 

– 625-620 – Claims lower Tigris and Euphrates 

– 614 – Alliance with the Medes 

– 612 – Nineveh - crown jewel captured 

• Nabo’ out, Nebu’ in 
– Nebuchadrezzar takes over in 608 

• Egyptians routed 
– Pharaoh goofs in attempt to help Assyria 

 

 

 

 



The Nile News Gazette 

• Assyria down, Babylon up 

– Who is the new kid on the block? 

• Pharaoh sends troops east 

– Must help our friends in Nineveh 

• Catastrophe at Carcamesh (605) 

– Nebuchadnezzar rules 

– Egyptian army annihilated 

– Pharaoh's poll ratings plunge 

 

 



Conventional Wisdom In Memphis 

• Are we fading – now a has-been? 

– How do we get our glory back? 

• Time to regroup 

– Border secure, but keep watch on the east 

• Let’s talk with Judah – they are in-

between us and them 

 

 

 

 



  

 



Round 1: Habakkuk Is Mad 

• Habakkuk 1:1-4:  “ 1 The oracle that 
Habakkuk the prophet received.  2 How long, 
O Lord, must I call for help, but you do not 
listen?  Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ but you 
do not save?  3 Why do you make me look at 
injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrong?  
Destruction and violence are before me; 
there is strife, and conflict abounds. 4 
Therefore the law is paralyzed, and justice 
never prevails.  The wicked hem in the 
righteous, so that justice is perverted.” 
 

 

 



So What’s Up With Habakkuk? 

• What is bothering him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



So What’s Up With Habakkuk? 

• What is bothering him? 

• What similar complaints or questions 

do we have?  What would we complain 

about to God that He is not 

addressing? 

 

 

 

 

 



So How Should God Respond? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Round 2: God Replies 

• Habakkuk 1:5-11:  “ 5 Look at the nations and watch – and 
be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your 
days that you would not believe even if you were told.  6 I am 
raising up the Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous 
people, who sweep across the whole earth to seize dwelling 
places not their own.  7 They are a feared and dreaded 
people; they are a law to themselves and promote their own 
honor. 8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, fiercer than 
wolves at dusk.  Their cavalry gallops headlong; their 
horsemen come from afar.  They fly like a vulture swooping 
to devour; 9 they all come bent on violence.  Their hordes 
advance like a desert wind and gather prisoners like sand.  
10 They deride kings and scoff at rulers.  They laugh at all 
fortified cities; they build earthen ramps and capture them.  
11 Then they sweep past like the wind and go on – guilty 
men, whose own strength is their god.” 

 

 

 



So What’s Up This Answer? 

• What do you think of this response? 

• Describe these people that God is 

using to write a wrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



So What’s Up This Answer? 

• Describe these people that God is using to 

right a wrong. 

• What do you think of this response? 

• How can a good God, who can tolerate 

no evil, use pure evil as his tool? 

• What are the lessons for us today? 

 

 

 

 



Round 3: Habakkuk Counters 

• Habakkuk 1:12 - 2:1:  “ 12 O Lord, are you not from 
everlasting?  My God, my Holy One, we will not die.  O 
Lord, you have appointed them to execute judgment; O 
Rock, you have ordained them to punish.  13 Your eyes 
are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. 
Why then do you tolerate the treacherous?  Why are you 
silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous 
than themselves?  14 You have made men like fish in the 
sea, like sea creatures that have no ruler. 15 The wicked 
foe pulls all of them up with hooks, he catches them in 
his net, he gathers them up in his dragnet; and so he 
rejoices and is glad.  16 Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
and burns incense to his dragnet, for by his net he lives 
in luxury and enjoys the choicest food.  17 Is he to keep 
on emptying his net, destroying nations with mercy?  2:1 I 
will stand at my watch and station myself on the 
ramparts;  I will look to see what he will say to me, and 
what answer I am to give to this complaint.” 

 
 



So How Is Habakkuk Feeling Now? 

• What is his concept of God, and his 

expectation of how He should have 

answered? 

• When and under what circumstances 

might we respond the same way? 

 

 

 

 

 



Round 4:  God Jabs Once … 

• Habakkuk 2:2-3:  “ 2 Then the LORD 
replied: “Write down the revelation 
and make it plain on tablets so that a 
herald may run with it.  3 For the 
revelation awaits an appointed time; 
it speaks of the end and will not 
prove false. Though it linger, wait for 
it; it will certainly come and will not 
delay.’ 8 

 

 



… Twice … 

• Habakkuk 2:4-5:  “ 4 ‘See, he is 
puffed up; his desires are not upright 
– but the righteous will live by his 
faith -  5 indeed, wine betrays him; he 
is arrogant and never at rest.  
Because he is as greedy as the grave 
and like death is never satisfied, he 
gathers to himself all the nations and 
takes captive all the peoples.’” 



… Three Times … 

• Habakkuk 2:6-14:  “ ‘ 6 Will not all of them taunt him with ridicule 
and scorn, saying: ‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and 
makes himself wealthy be extortion!  How long must this go 
on? 7  Will not your debtors suddenly arise?  Will they not wake 
up and make you tremble?  Then you will become their victim. 8 
Because you have plundered many nations, the people who are 
left will plunder you.  For you have shed man's  blood; you 
have destroyed lands and cities and everyone in them. 9 Woe to 
him who builds his realm by unjust gain to set his nest on high, 
to escape the clutches of ruin!  10 You have plotted the ruin of 
many peoples, shaming your own house and forfeiting your 
life.  11 The stones of the wall will cry out, and the beams of the 
woodwork will echo it. 12  Woe to him who builds a city with 
bloodshed and establishes a town by crime!  13 Has not the 
Lord Almighty determined that the people’s labor is only fuel 
for the fire, that the nations exhaust themselves for nothing?  14 
For the earth will be filled with the glory of the LORD, as the 
waters cover the sea.’” 



… And Four 

• Habakkuk 2:15-20:  “ 15 ‘Woe to him who gives drink to his 
neighbors, pouring it from the wineskin till they are drunk, 
so that they can gaze on their naked bodies.  16 You will be 
filled with same instead of glory.  Now it is your turn!  Drink 
and be exposed!  The cup from the Lord’s right hand is 
coming around to you, and disgrace will cover your glory. 17 

The violence you have done to Lebanon will overwhelm you 
and your destruction of animals will terrify you.  For you 
have shed man’s blood, you have destroyed lands and cities 
and everyone in them. 18  Of what value is an idol, since a 
man has carved it?  Or an image that teaches lies?  For he 
who makes it trusts in his own creation; he makes idols that 
cannot speak. 19 Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to 
life!’ Or to lifeless stone, “Wake up!” Can it give guidance?  
It is covered with gold and silver; there is no breath in it.  20 
But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent 
before him.’” 



So What’s Up This Answer? 

• What do you think of this response? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Round 5:  Game Over 

• Habakkuk 3:16-19:  “ 16 I heard and my heart 
pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay 
crept into my bones and my legs trembled.  Yet I 
will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come 
on the nation invading us.  17 Though the fig tree 
does not bud and there are no grapes on the 
vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields 
produce not food, though there are no sheep in 
the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will 
rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior. 19 The Sovereign LORD in my strength; 
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he 
enables me to go on the heights.” 

 

 

 



This Section Titled “Habakkuk’s 

Prayer” 

• What do you make of it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Rest Of The Story 

• Babylonians defeated by the Medes and 
Persians in 539 BC 

• Medes and Persians defeated by the Greeks 
– Battle of Marathon and naval Battle of Salamis in 

480 BC 

– Final destruction by Alexander the Great at the 
Battle of Granicus in 334 BC 

– But not before allowing the Jews to return and 
rebuild Jerusalem 

• The Greek empire collapses upon the death 
of Alexander in 323 BC 
– Empire shatters into four parts (Selucids) 

 
 



Human Glory … 
Ozymandias 

 

I met a traveler from an antique land 

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 

Stand in the desert.  Near them, on the sand, 

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown, 

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless 
things, 

The hand that mocked them and the heart that 
fed; 

And on the pedestal these words appear: 

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: 

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!” 

Nothing beside remains.  Round the decay 

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare 

The lone and level sands stretch far away. 

 

Percy B. Shelley 
 

 



… And God’s 

• 14 For the earth will be filled with 

the glory of the LORD, as the 

waters cover the sea.’” 

• 20 But the LORD is in his holy temple; 

let all the earth be silent before 

him.’” 

• Habakkuk chapter 2 

 

 

 


