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 THE DEJECTED ARE SATISFIED
Eighth Sunday of Epiphany

“What, then, is the nature of petitionary prayer? In essence, 
it is rebellion--rebellion against the status quo, the state of the 

world in its sin and fallenness. It is the absolute and undying refusal 
to accept as normal what is completely abnormal. It is the rejection 
of every agenda, every scheme, every opinion that clashes with the 
norms that God originally established. Our petitionary prayers are 

an expression of the unbridgeable chasm that separates 
Good from Evil, a declaration that Evil is not a variation on 

Good but its very opposite.”

David Wells



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                            "All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name"                    Jeff Hummel
                                                                    (Diane Bish)                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                      Habakkuk 2:20                                                                                   
Leader:    The Lord is in his holy temple; 
                 let all the earth be silent before him.
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

   Call to Worship                                                                             From Psalm 95:1-7

Leader: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of 
our salvation.

People: Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with 
music and song.

Leader: For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods.

People: In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks 
belong to him.

Leader: The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
People: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord 

our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his 
pasture, the flock under his care.

     
Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise           "How Great Thou Art"              #21 in the Hymnal (v 1,3,4)  
       "Great Are You, Lord" 

                                                                                    (See music on following pages) 
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †    
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HOW GREAT THOU ART 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

[refrain]  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
How great thou art, how great thou art!

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
Sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.  [refrain]

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
And there proclaim, “My God, how great thou art.”  [refrain]
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GREAT ARE YOU, LORD 



7



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                                               From Madeleine L’Engle

Everyone:   Temper my intemperance, O Lord, 
  O hallowed, O adored, 
  my heart’s creator, mighty, wild, 
  temper thy untempered child. 
  Blaze my eye and blast my ear, 
  Let me never fear to fear, 
  nor forget what I have heard, 
  even your voice, my Lord. 
  Even your Word. 

Silent Confession  

Song of Confession                                    "Mercy"                                 Sanctuary Choir 
10:00 a.m. service                            (Courtney/Boersma)

I dare not lift my guilty eyes.  I hide my lips in trembling shame.
And in the darkness of my soul, I shrink from your rekindling flame.
Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison; have mercy.

In mercy, cover me with grace and blot out my iniquity.
Renew my heart and wash me clean; grant with your pardon purity.
Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison; have mercy.

In equal measure of your love you promise mercy,
Tender compassion to the one who seeks your face.
A broken heart, a fainting soul, a contrite spirit
Together cry for your forgiveness and your grace.
Against you only have I sinned.  My deeds are evil in your sight.  
Of your forgiveness let me sing, and in my singing take delight.

Kyrie eleison, kyrie eleison; have mercy, have mercy, have mercy.

8



    Words of Comfort  

Celebration of Baptism   
8:45 a.m. service                                                                            George Richard Boring 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                         Caleb Mundy Cochrane 

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

    Greeting of Peace 

 †          
Leader: Hear the good news! 

Who is in a position to condemn? 
People: Only Christ!

Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

People: Amen! 

       

 †    
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for the Richmond Center for Christian Study, connecting with college students and 
others in the Richmond area to help them come to know Jesus Christ and grow in him.

Offertory                                               "Fog"                                                         Chris G.                                             
                                           (Music/Lyrics: Chris G. Translation: A Qian)
                                                                                                             (See text on next page) 

   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen.  
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The fog outside our window clouds my view. 
The glass becomes a mirror and the longer 
I look, my face, its lines by time’s
heavy hand that pushed me on
turns my complaining eyes back.

Back into this mirror turns my gaze.
The other side a world, but all I see
is fog and this face,
the fog, and my face.
And my hand lifts the sash 
And I am opened,  
I am opened,
I am opened to you.

A window open where I’d closed my arms.
Vision once had failed but now I see to 
pry them wide,
pry them open, pry them open
and take your hand,
embrace the fog,
embrace the fog, 
and I 
can see.  

FOG
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                        Luke 18:1-7 

1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 
not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
cared what people thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to 
him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God 
or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that 
she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’”

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring about 
justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them 
off?"                                                                   

          
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message: 
The Dejected Are Satisfied   

+ Richard Haney +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

    Hymn of Response                                "How Long"  †          



Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Show us again, O Lord, what is good;
and what do you require of us--
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with our God?
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Gracious God, bring your justice to our world, nation and city. 

Bless us as we seek first the kingdom and your righteousness.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Holy Spirit, give us faith that grows like a mustard seed. 

Build in us faith to move mountains. 
Grant us faith that leads us to pray with boldness, perseverance and hope.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Dean Dennis, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack 
Schilthuis, Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, 
Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Parker Hale (mother, 2/21), Jim and Jane Fields (grandson, 2/17), Kyle Tobias 
(2/5), Listwella Donaldson (brother, 1/27), Elizabeth Cole (sister, 1/16), Gloria Price 
(brother, 12/31), Mary Caudill (grandson, 12/2016), Lynn Hardwicke (husband, Warren, 
12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin Thompson Hall, 11/25), 
Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily Henley (mother and grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood 
(mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila (mother, 11/7) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God's kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for enhancement 
of our common life in Jesus' name through the Holy Spirit and for the resurrection of 
metropolitan Richmond as a modern metropolitan city of hope for the world. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                      "O God, Beyond All Praising"  †  
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Commission                                                                                  2 Corinthians 4:6-7                                                                                                                                            
               

Leader:

People:

Let light shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be 
made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God 
and does not come from us.

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                   "Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven"                 Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                   (Michael Burkhardt)                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                         
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today we celebrate the birth of Emma Margaret Brinson, daughter of Kathy and 
Mike Brinson.  Emma was born on February 18, 2017. 

Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of George Richard Boring, 
son of Kelly and Chad Boring. Relatives present today are grandparents Rick and Beth 
Stevens and Nancy and Richard Boring. Elder representing the Session by holding the 
font is Rob Cox. Prayer sponsors are Jessie and Josh Allen. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Caleb Mundy 
Cochrane, son of Jessica and Robert Cochrane. Relatives present today are grandparents 
Gayle and Peter Mellis, great-grandfather John Dean, grandparents David and Susan 
Cochrane and uncle and aunt Brad and Stacy Cochrane. Elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Tom Hayes. Prayer sponsors are Roman and Katie Dusil, Mike and 
Caroline Ingram and Leah and Gabe Hochstetler (offering the prayer). 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner the Richmond Center for 
Christian Study, connecting with college students and others in the Richmond area to help 
them come to know Jesus Christ and grow in him.

 †   

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Congregational Meeting – 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
The Session has called a congregational meeting today at 12:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
for the purpose of approving proposed amendments to Third's by-laws and to hear an 
update on the strategic planning process. 

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service – Wednesday, March 1
We’ll eat dinner together in the Fellowship Hall at 5:45 p.m., and then gather in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. for our service. Our service will include an extended prayer 
time using the songs of Taize. For more information, and to RSVP for dinner (seats are 
limited), visit: thirdrva.org/events.

Two New Classes Starting in March! 
Our Real Sex class on Wednesday evenings kicks off March 8, and will be taught by 
Corey Widmer and Charles Teixeira. They’ll look at God’s design for sex and why it 
matters. L.J. Jaworski, our mission pastor, will be leading a February Term follow-up class 
on Sunday mornings on cultural intelligence and how we can better love our neighbors. 
Look to page 21 for more information on both of these classes.  

Orphan Care: Interest Meeting and Coffee – Sunday, March 12, 
11:15 a.m., Parlor
A new group is forming at Third to advocate for the fatherless by supporting families who 
are adopting or fostering, and also to serve social workers in Third’s community. Stop by 
for coffee and learn about getting involved with this developing initiative to care for 
orphans here in Richmond and around the world. Questions? Contact Danny Avula, 
dannyavula@yahoo.com.

Monthly Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, March 7, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us for dinner (Abe Lincoln’s famous baked spaghetti!), a panel discussion, and the 
opportunity to meet the other men at Third. Percy Strickland will speak on the biblical 
support for covenant friendships and the daily practices that make this kind of 
counter-cultural friendship possible. Register ($5): thirdrva.org/events. Questions? 
Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Women’s First Friday Fellowship: Friday, March 3, 7:00 p.m.
Ladies, this Spring we’re hosting a First Friday Fellowship for all the women of Third. Join 
us for a simple way to meet other women, enjoy some light drinks and snacks, and start 
your weekend off right. It will be at a different home each month, and this month we start 
at Molly Dreux’ home: 1406 Wilmington Avenue. Questions? Contact Beth Nichols: 
bethn@thirdrva.org. 

Summer Mission Trip Teaching English in China – July 5 - 23, 2017
Are you a teacher, interested in China this summer? Appletree’s Superhero Day Camp 
(www.appletree-bj.com) near Beijing invites 15 experienced teachers to lead their day 
camp, teaching English to children 3-14. Contact Kate Strickland (k8strickland@gmail.
com) or Debbie Teague (dhteague@verizon.net, 804-385-2606) for more info.

Elijah House Academy Career Fair – Thursday, March 30, 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
RVA’s children at Elijah House Academy need YOU at their Career Fair! Are you willing 
to share about your job and how you got there? You will have your own station to answer 
questions, build soft business skills, and increase vision for Richmond’s teenagers. To 
volunteer, or for questions, contact Andrea:  517-5876, acassano@pharmfusion.com.

Donations Needed for India Literacy Project 
Bibles, Bible commentaries and dictionaries are needed (adults' and children's materials) 
for the India Literacy projects run by Inspire International.  A deposit box is outside of the 
nursery in the main hall. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us this week for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we combine our adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue 
together that has bearing on how we live our lives as Christ-followers – no matter what 
age or stage of life we find ourselves in. This year, we’re looking at the theme The Whole 
Gospel for the Whole World, and hope to help our church family grow in cultural 
intelligence so that we may better extend God's grace and shalom to our changing 
population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

New classes starting in March! 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR: A 4-week class on understanding and reaching 
out to our neighbors
Sunday mornings in March, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall

We will study four of the major people groups that are resettling in Richmond, and talk 
about the resettlement process using case studies to actually see how the process works. 
This class, led by our mission pastor L.J. Jaworski, will help you better understand where 
your neighbors come from, their culture, as well as ways in which you can begin to make 
friends and engage them in dialogue about Christ. Join us!

REAL SEX: God’s Design for Sex and Why It Matters
A 5-week series, Wednesday nights, March 8 - April 5
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., First floor conference room, 500 Forest Avenue

This 5-week class on Wednesday evenings this spring will be co-taught by Corey Widmer 
and Charles Teixeira (Pastoral Intern, Third Church and X3Leader, XXXChurch). The series 
will present God’s original intention for sex in a generation whose sexual expression 
largely disregards any religious influence. The course will pay particular attention to areas 
of hurts and struggles in need of pastoral care and guidance. The class will be a frank 
discussion of the issues with opportunities for open conversation. The event will be for 
adults (18 or older) and childcare is available for 4th grade and younger (by designating 
on registration).

Let us know you’re coming: thirdrva.org/events. 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 26
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Congregational meeting – Sanctuary 

Monday, February 27
7:00 p.m. Asia missionary prayer and care group meeting – at Judy and Dave Skove's  
                 home, 10809 N. Bank Rd., Richmond, 23238, 741-5441 

Tuesday, February 28 
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Seasons women's group – Room 132 
6:20 p.m. Session dinner – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Session meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Wednesday, March 1   Ash Wednesday 
5:45 p.m. Ash Wednesday dinner – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service – Sanctuary 

Thursday, March 2
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, March 3
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Healing prayer group – Student ministry area
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


