
Sunday | February 12, 2017

THE SINFUL ARE FORGIVEN 
Sixth Sunday of Epiphany

“Forgiveness flounders because I exclude the enemy 
from the community of humans and exclude myself 

from the community of sinners.” 

Miroslav Volf



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



Epiphany Sanctuary Decorations 

As followers of Jesus, we use the Christian calendar to help us “keep time” with the 
historic and ongoing rhythms of God's story. After six weeks preparing for and 
celebrating the birth of Jesus comes the season of Epiphany. From January to early 
March, we remember Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s kingdom to the whole 
world, reclaiming and renewing all things.  Jesus’ life among the people of Israel reveals 
the very nature of God. In each aspect of his identity and calling we also see glimpses of 
the life God wants to re-make in all of us.

Our Sanctuary decorations reflect that theme of revelation, as well, so added to the 
white of Christmas (and Easter) are touches of many other colors: rich yellow and gold 
for the gifts of the sojourning Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to claim people of 
every nation as his own; fiery red for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate 
his ministry; heavenly blue for the tassels of the rabbinical robe that mark Jesus as our 
great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink for Jesus our King; vibrant green for 
new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the church) in the great mission 
of God; and common brown to remind us that Jesus faced hardship and rejection even 
before his final experience of betrayal and crucifixion in Jerusalem.

The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom-life that Christ brings 
into the world and invites us to share. In this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the light of Jesus.
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                  "Prelude and Fugue in C Major"                     Jeff Hummel 
                                                         (Johann Tobias Krebs)                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                       Matthew 11:28                                            
Leader:    Jesus says: Come to me,
     All you who are weary and burdened,
     and I will give you rest.
People:  Amen.  

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

    Call to Worship                                                                                    From Psalm 32                                                                                                                     

Leader: Blessed are those 
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.

People: Blessed are those 
whose sin the Lord does not count against them
and in whose spirit is no deceit.

Leader: You are our hiding place;
you will protect us from trouble
and surround us with songs of deliverance.

People: Many are the woes of the wicked,
But the Lord’s unfailing love
surrounds the one who trusts in him.

Leader: Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous;
People: Sing, all you who are upright in heart!
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 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    



Prayer of Adoration 

    Songs of Praise             "O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing"  #130 in the Hymnal    
                                                                   "Great I Am"

                                         (See music on following pages) 

 †    
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O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise,
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace. 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 
'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace. 

He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 

He speaks, and listening to his voice, new life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice; the humble poor believe. 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name. 



GREAT I AM 

Quiero vivir, cerca de Tí,
Que sea real, el cielo en mí.
Quiero escuchar los ángeles
Cantar a una voz.

I wanna be close, close to Your side,
So heaven is real, and death is a lie.
I wanna hear voices of angels above
Singing as one.

Aleluya, Santo, Santo Dios Poderoso,
El Gran Yo Soy.
Tú eres digno;
No hay otro, Poderoso,
El Gran Yo Soy.

Hallelujah, Holy, Holy God Almighty,
The Great I Am.
Who is worthy?
None beside Thee, God Almighty,
The Great I Am.

I wanna be near, near to Your heart,
Loving the world, hating the dark.
I wanna see dry bones living again, 
singing as one.

Hallelujah, Holy, Holy God Almighty,
The Great I Am.
Who is worthy?  None beside Thee, 
God Almighty,
The Great I Am.

La tierra tiembla ante Él;
Los demonios huyen
Al mencionar el nombre
del Rey de Reyes.
Ninguna potestad,
Nada resistirá
La presencia y el poder
Del Gran Yo Soy, El Gran Yo Soy.

The mountains shake before You;
There, demons run and flee
At the mention of Your Name,
King of Majesty.
There is no power in hell,
Nor any who can stand
Before the power and the presence of
The Great I Am, The Great I Am.

Words and Music: Jared Anderson
© 2011 Integrity Worship Music ; 
CCLI License # 706798
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 
8:45 a.m. service            
Song of Confession                                  "By Thy Mercy"             
10:00 and 11:15 a.m. services   
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Silent Confession  

    Words of Comfort  

Celebration of Baptism 
8:45 a.m.                                                                                     Luke Allen Thompson 
11:15 a.m.                                                                                       Eleanor Hope Olmsted    

Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 
                                  

    Greeting of Peace 

 †          
Leader: Lord, you do not leave us in our sin as we deserve.  

But you are close to the brokenhearted.
People: You save those who are crushed in spirit.

Leader: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;

People: The old has gone, the new has come!

Leader: All this is from God,

People: Who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation:

Leader: That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,

People: Not counting men’s sins against them.

Leader: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,

People: So that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

 †    



THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for Mike Murchie and CrossOver Ministry as it seeks to promote wellness and 
provide quality and compassionate health care to the uninsured in the greater Richmond 
metropolitan area. 

Offertory                                               "Come Unto Me"                          Sanctuary Choir                                
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services                 (Blankenship)

Come unto me, all ye that labor, and I will give you rest.
I will give you rest.
Come unto me, all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, and learn of me;
For I am meek and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
For my yoke is easy, my burden is light, my burden is light;
For my burden is light.

Come unto me, all ye that labor, and I will give you rest.
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Offertory                                               "New Every Morning" 
10:00 a.m. service 

In the beginning, you hovered over the water. 
You broke an unbroken silence. You spoke light into darkness
And there was light.

In the beginning, we were made in your image
And we were naked, without shame,
Till we fell for the darkness and there was night.

Your mercies are new. Your mercies are new, new every morning.

In the beginning, there was the Word and he was God
And the Word was with God and he dwelt among us
And there was life.

Oh, in the beginning, the Lamb of God was broken
And his blood was poured out for the sins of the world
And there was life.

Your mercies are new. Your mercies are new, new every morning.

At the cross, at the cross where I first saw your light,
At the cross, at the cross I received my sight.
At the cross, at the cross where you laid down your life.

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

       Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
       below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy 
       Ghost. Amen.  

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                       Luke 17:1-10

1 Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but 
woe to anyone through whom they come. 2 It would be better for them to be thrown into 
the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause one of these little ones to 
stumble. 3 So watch yourselves.

“If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them. 
4 Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you 
saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.

7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say 
to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’?         
8 Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat 
and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the servant because he did 
what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to 
do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”
           
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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Message: 
The Sinful are Forgiven  

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Song of Response                                        "Brother" 

Forgiveness is the garment 
Of our courage, 
The power to make the peace 
We long to know. 
Open up our eyes 
To see the wounds that bind 
All of humankind. 
May our shuttered hearts 
Greet the dawn of life 
With charity and love.  



Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: Merciful Father, 
you forgive our sins and remember them no more.
Give us faith to forgive others as you have forgiven us,
to daily live as reconcilers of community,
restorers of broken walls.
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord of the Nations, we pray for all leaders:

lead them to strive for justice and peace,
to deliver all who suffer oppression or violence,
that your church might freely minister reconciliation.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Spirit of all Compassion, lift the lowly,

bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick,
and raise up all who have fallen.
Bring your light to all who live in darkness 
and to all who dwell in the shadow of death.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 

And for what else should we pray?

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Kaye Phillips, Dean Dennis, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, Loma Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, 
Allen Lawrence, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret 
Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Kyle Tobias (2/5), Listwella Donaldson (brother, 1/27), Lynn Hardwicke 
(husband, Warren, 12/18), Jonathan Shouse (mother, 12/17), Joseph Hall (wife, Perrin 
Thompson Hall, 11/25), Bob Horne, Camille Foster and Emily Henley (mother and 
grandmother, 11/21), Art Wood (mother, 11/19), Elizabeth Barila (mother, 11/7) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the coming of God's kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for healthy 
economic development, which enhances the metropolitan community, employs the 
unemployed and contributes to the common good. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                      "I Then Shall Live"              #507 in the Hymnal        

I then shall live as one who's been forgiven;
I'll walk with joy to know my debts are paid. 
I know my name is clear before my Father;
I am his child, and I am not afraid.
So greatly pardoned, I'll forgive another;
The law of love I gladly will obey. 

I then shall live as one who's learned compassion;
I've been so loved that I'll risk loving too. 
I know how fear builds walls instead of bridges;
I dare to see another's point of view.
And when relationships demand commitment, 
Then I'll be there to care and follow through. 

Your kingdom come around and through and in me,
Your power and glory, let them shine through me;
Your hallowed name, O may I bear with honor,
And may your living kingdom come in me. 
The Bread of Life, O may I share with honor, 
And may you feed a hungry world through me. 

 †  
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Commission                                                                                  Ephesians 4:32-5:2                                                                     
Leader:

People: 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 
Be imitators of God, as dearly loved children,
and live a life of love, 
just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us 
as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Benediction                                                         

Postlude                                     "Fanfare"                                              Jeff Hummel 
11:15 a.m. service                            (Jean-Joseph Mouret)                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Luke Allen 
Thompson, son of Jessica and Rob Thompson. Relatives present today are George and 
Mary Wagner and Bob and Nancy Thompson. Elder representing the Session by holding 
the font is Mark Sprinkle.  Prayer sponsor is Beth Sprinkle. 

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Eleanor Hope 
Olmsted, daughter of Christina and James Olmsted. Relatives present today are James 
Larkin, Douglas and Charlotte Larkin and Garrett Olmsted. Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Kathy White. Prayer sponsor is Stephanie Holt. 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Mike Murchie and Cross-
Over Ministry as it seeks to promote wellness and provide quality and compassionate 
health care to the uninsured in the greater Richmond metropolitan area. 

Today's liturgist: Ed Satterfield

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS

Congregational Meeting – Sunday, February 26, 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 26 at 12:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary for the purpose of approving proposed amendments to Third's by-laws 
and to hear an update on the strategic planning process. Join us for a Q&A session with 
Working Group 2 on the proposed changes to the by-laws today (2/12) in Room 101, 
at 12:30 p.m.

Meet Our Mission Partners – Saturday, Feb. 18, 6:45 p.m., Room 101
Join us as we introduce Third's mission partners, Kim and Tim, who are serving in Central 
Asia and Chiangmai, Thailand. Come learn more about their ministry in areas where the 
gospel witness is limited. We’ll have refreshments as well.

Ash Wednesday Dinner and Service – Wednesday, March 1
We’ll eat dinner together in the Fellowship Hall at 5:45 p.m., and then gather in the 
Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. for our service. Our service will include an extended prayer 
time using the songs of Taize. For more info, and to RSVP for dinner (seats are limited!), 
visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Jobs For Life: Spring Class Kicks Off February 27
Jobs for Life is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training program. Each student is 
teamed with a "champion" who will walk through the class and the months following as 
they journey from unemployment or underemployment to better employment. Our next 
class starts soon and there’s a spot for everyone to help out. Visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife 
for more info and to get involved. Contact Ginger James (gingerjames1@icloud.com; 
647-5348). 

Beta Groups
If you are new to Third and want to meet some people and learn how to get involved, 
or if you would like to try a small group, please sign up for a Beta Group.  These small 
groups will meet for six weeks in late February/March timeframe. Sign up on the website 
at www.thirdrva.org/events or contact Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org.

Shiloh: Dessert and Fellowship – Thursday, February 23, 7:00 p.m.
Shiloh is a ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their unborn 
child or longing for a child yet to be conceived. During this evening, we'll have time for 
sharing, dessert, and prayer together at Holly Roper’s home. To RSVP and learn more, 
contact Caroline Hutton: cmhutton6@gmail.com. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Valentine Care Packages  
The Women’s Ministry assembles Valentine Care Packages for family members in the 
military and college students. If you have someone that you would like to receive a Care 
Package, please email Sterling Lloyd (sterlingl@thirdrva.org) their name and address 
(by February 14). Questions? Contact Kyle Frayser: kylefrayser@icloud.com, 690-0963. 

Makers Series: Translate — Friday, February 24, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The next installment of the Makers Series explores how the visual, dramatic, and musical 
arts help us bridge the gaps between cultures, communities, and even between ourselves 
and our Creator. Our makers are Karen Swenholt (sculptor), John Riad and Michael 
Goolsby (members of the Christian Arabic Church drama team), and Uday 
Balansundaram (musician). More info: thirdrva.org/events. 

TRANSLATE: Art as Mission Symposium — Saturday, February 25, 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
The Translate Symposium brings together 20 national and global practitioners, 
advocates and theorists of the arts as front-line missions work, aiming to connect them 
with one another and invite local church and missions communities to learn about and 
support the “best practices” of their creative and evangelical work. The symposium will 
include many engaging talks, performances, and presentations throughout the day. To 
see a full schedule and learn more, visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Summer Mission Trip Teaching English in China – July 5 - 23, 2017
Are you a teacher, interested in China this summer? Appletree’s Superhero Day Camp 
(www.appletree-bj.com) near Beijing invites 15 experienced teachers to lead their day 
camp, teaching English to children 3-14. Contact Kate Strickland (k8strickland@gmail.
com) or Debbie Teague (dhteague@verizon.net, 804-385-2606) for more info.

Elijah House Academy Career Fair – Thursday, March 30, 12-2 p.m. 
RVA’s children at Elijah House Academy need YOU at their Career Fair! Are you willing 
to share about your job and how you got there? You will have your own station to answer 
questions, build soft business skills, and increase vision for Richmond’s teenagers. To 
volunteer, or for questions, contact Andrea:  517-5876, acassano@pharmfusion.com.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for February Term!
Sundays in February, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Each winter, we take a month to get on the same page as a church. We combine our 
adult Sunday discipleship classes and study an issue together that has bearing on how we 
live our lives as Christ-followers – no matter what age or stage of life we find ourselves in. 
This year, we’re looking at the theme The Whole Gospel for the Whole World. 
Our goal is to help our church family grow in cultural intelligence so that we may better 
extend God's grace and shalom to our changing population. We hope to see you there! 

For more info, visit: thirdrva.org/february-term-2017 

We'll pick our regular Sunday school classes back up in March. 



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Winter 
2017 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 12
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:15 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – Room 207
12:30 p.m. Q&A after 11:15 a.m. service – Fellowship Hall 

Monday, February 13
10:00 a.m. People of Faith Bible study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101

Tuesday, February 14 
9:00 a.m.  Women's Valentine Brunch and Care Packages – Fellowship Hall
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "The Armor of God" – Room 217
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, "Ruth" – Room 213
10:00 a.m. Women's Group, Sara's Circle of Friends – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Women's Group, Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, February 15
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – Kitchen, 500 Forest Avenue
6:45 p.m. ESL/Arabic Tutoring – Various classrooms
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement
6:45 p.m. Children's Choir – Choir Room 

Thursday, February 16
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, February 17
8:30 a.m. Europe prayer and care group – meets at Carolyn Oakley's home, 
                 2710 Old Point Drive, Richmond, 23233, 937-6564 
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer – Student Ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: February 19, 10:00 a.m., Parlor. Start here to 

learn more about Third!   

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


