
Beginning in March, the 2017 Nominating Committee met regularly to consider prayerfully who God might 
be calling into leadership and to work diligently toward presenting a full slate of officer nominees.  Throughout 
our confidential process, the nominating team weighed heavily the needs of the Parish ministry for shepherding 
elders and deacons, since it is in this role they will chiefly serve. We were thankful for God’s leading through your 
nominations and for the direction and guidance the Committee received from the Lord. The Nominating Committee 
presents the following slate of nominees for church office for 2018 and beyond.  

Over the next month and a half, use this article to get to know the nominees, and then prayerfully prepare to vote 
in the congregational meeting on November 19, 2017 at 12:30 in the Sanctuary. Pray also for God’s work 
amongst us and through the leaders he has raised up during this very important time in the life of the church.

The Nominating Committee: Jim Ingold, Denise Ellen, Tim Cole, Rob Cox, Sarah Hale, Leslie Lanphear, Heidi 
Little, Robert Luck, Katy Hottinger

GOVERNING ELDER
Jimey Ames: Kathy and I have three grown children and four grandchildren.  We have been 
members of Third for over 35 years.  I have been a Trustee and an active Elder three times.  I sing 
in the choir and was the interim music director for a year.  I also have sung with the early primary 
Sunday School classes for almost 25 years.  I look forward to working with the church leadership as 
we discern the future of Third.

Allene Brown: I have been attending Third since 1982 and met and married my husband Doug at 
Third.  We have two grown children David (23) and Jenna (20).  During my long tenure at Third I 
have served as deacon, as elder, on the strategic planning committee and most recently on Third’s 
Dismissal Committee. I have spearheaded the Dinner 8’s program for many years, and in recent years 
have co-lead a season’s small group and participated in Wednesday night tutoring. I am excited 

to follow God’s call into a leadership role in His church once again, and to work to discern and follow His leading 
during the next - never dull - season as He continues to shape Third Church for His work in Richmond and elsewhere.

Fritz Kling: I have been attending Third for 35 years. Third has been a vibrant, happy, and central 
feature in Val’s and my lives, and in the lives of our three grown children.  Val and I have enjoyed 
serving in many ways, sometimes together and sometimes separately -- including tending to infants, 
teaching 5th-6th graders, and teaching young adults for many years.  I am particularly excited about 
the younger people and families whom the Lord is drawing to Third.  I want to help Third to faithfully 

inform, inspire, and involve future generations – just as it has profoundly done for me and my family.

Dave Skove: My wife, Judy, and two children, Christopher and Laura, started worshipping at Third 
when we moved to Richmond in 1990.  During the intervening decades I have regularly taught an 
adult Sunday school class, served on the Session for three terms, participated on a number of Third’s 
committees, and been profoundly blessed by the deep friendships we have made with other followers 
of Jesus.  I look forward to serving as a Governing Elder on the reconstituted Session.
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SHEPHERDING ELDER
Brenda Burgess: My husband Andy and I have been members of Third since 1989. We raised our 
two children, Nathan and Rachel here. We’ve found Third to be a home where our faith has been 
nurtured, challenged and grown as well as a place where we have had opportunities for ministry. 
I was first involved in the children’s ministry, teaching in the Logos after school program. Andy and 
I moved on to the youth committee when our kids were in middle and high school, helped start a 

college ministry in 1997 and continued in various roles until 2013. We’re excited about the future of Third and our 
transition to the Parish model.

Kathie Cox: I joined Third in the spring of 2007, one year before marrying my husband Rob Cox 
who’s been a member for over 25 years. I have served as a Deacon. My husband and I have also 
served together on the Newcomers Team for several years as well as hosts for Beta Groups. I enjoy 
the gift of hospitality and serving others and look forward to helping care for our Parish community.

Listwella Donaldson: In 2007, my daughter Bisola and I moved to Richmond, which is when we 
began attending Third Church.  Throughout our time at Third, we’ve been involved and participated in 
several ministries ranging from Sunday school, youth group, and tutoring.  I’ve served as a Deacon 
and volunteered on several committees.  I am really looking forward to serving as Shepherding Elder, 
and building relationships in the Third community through prayer. 

Parker Garrett: My wife Kim and three kids (Madeleine, Clarke & Cyrus) have been enjoying Third 
since 2011. I love the companionship of my small group, Parish Group, youth group, Newcomers 
classes and hosting Sunday morning refreshments.  I can be found on Sundays roaming the halls at 
Third, enjoying bike riding with my kids to church and jumping in the James River.  I’m looking forward 
to being part of sharing life together with the church and our neighborhood, and how my broken 

heart is being restored little by little.

Kyle Frayser: My husband Scott and our three children (Robin, Megan, and Matthew) have attended 
Third for about 20 years. For the past 10 years I’ve been involved with Women’s Ministry Leadership. 
and also led several Women’s Bible Studies, and assisted with VBS and children’s Sunday school 
classes. I’m looking forward to being a part of the Parish ministry and using my gifts of encouragement 
and mercy to help others in our area grow in their faith and become more connected at Third.

Doug Kinard: My wife Holly and I have been attending Third since we moved to Richmond in 
2009 with our four children Hailey, Lainey, Avery and Caleb.  We have been blessed to be part 
of a wonderful small group for several years at Third.  I have had the pleasure of serving on the 
Strategic Planning Committee, Budget & Stewardship Committee, Hospitality team, “anchors while 
away” ministry with college students, and am currently a Trustee at Third.  I am so excited about what 

lies ahead for Third and the opportunities that the Lord has provided us to strengthen the relationships within our 
church family, grow and live together in community, and lean forward into our city, fostering relationships with our 
Richmond neighbors.

Joyce Koontz: Married to Mark Koontz for 31 years, we have 3 adult sons: Garrett (Sarah), 
Cameron (Vegg) and Daniel. We’ve been members of Third since 1995 and I’ve enjoyed being in 
the sanctuary choir, was a Little Lions Sunday school teacher for 15 years, current point-person for 
the weekly Tuesday morning Women’s Bible Study and most recently involved in the New Members 
team. Parish ministry will encourage us all to know and care for those in our immediate vicinity. 



Ward Marstiller: I’m a longstanding member of Third Church and my wife Sandie and our two 
daughters, Suzanne and Joy, have been worshipping together at Third since 2014. I have served 
in a leadership capacity at Third as Third’s interim junior high youth minister, through leading a high 
school boys’ Bible study, teaching 4th grade Sunday School, assisting with leadership responsibilities 
with Third’s youth groups, serving Mosaic ministry as a mentor to a young man, and currently helping 

lead and host a men’s small group at my home.  I am eager to serve, counsel and encourage those struggling in the 
shadows and margins of life, as God has created my heart to embrace those forlorn, vulnerable, hurting and broken-
hearted within our community.   

DEACON
Kathy Ames: My husband Jimey and I have been members of Third for 37 years. I sing in the 
Sanctuary Choir, lead a women’s small group, and have helped teach the Little Lambs class (2-year-
olds) for 25 years. In the past, I have led and participated in mission trips to Russia, Haiti and Mexico, 
and been active in the children’s, youth and women’s ministries.  I am eager to serve as a deacon and 
make connections with all the generations through the Parish ministry.

JoAnn Armistead: Third has been more than a church home to us for twenty years.  Scott and I and 
our three sons, Jared, Noah and Seth, were supported missionaries sent by Third.  Because of this, we 
experienced the church as a kind of lifeline for the years we were in Pakistan.  To add to this feeling 
was the way dear church family members surrounded us in 2015 when Jared went through a bout 
with cancer. Upon our return from the field, I have felt my heart resonating with two aspects of Third’s 

focus - attuning ourselves to those around us who have come to Richmond from other countries and the need to really 
live in our neighborhoods with the people God places within proximity to us.  I am excited to join in these pursuits!

Cristina Brown: After working as a missionary in the Spanish and French worlds for over 25 
years, I moved to Richmond from Switzerland in 2012, and married my husband Rich. We have 
been attending Third since 2013 where I have been involved in women’s activities,  Wednesday 
night tutoring, and Relationships in Peace Ministry. Because I believe that people are God’s most 
magnificent creation, I am looking forward to serving through reaching out to our own church family 

and to seek the welfare of the Richmond community where God has sent me (Jer. 29:7).

Craig Heah: My wife Heather and I have been attending Third since 2015 and have enjoyed serving 
on the Hospitality and Newcomers class teams.  I also spend time as the associate teaching director 
for a young adults community bible study class in Richmond. I’m excited to see how God is going 
to implement the up, in, and out discipleship model as we move towards a Parish model and build 
inclusive Christ centered communities.

Peyton Jenkins: My wonderful wife Becky and I have been attending Third since December of 
2014 with our two wildly funny boys, Peyton and Jack. During my time at Third I have served on the 
Haiti Mission as well as being an active member in a men’s small group for the past year and a half. 
Prior to joining Third, I served as a Deacon at Redeemer Presbyterian in New York City. Relationship 
building is one of my great passions and I’m so excited to have a platform where I can do more of this 

in an official leadership role in our church. 



Kathleen Mills: My husband Malachi and I joined Third in 1994.  We have loved being a part of 
the Third family as we’ve raised our two teens (Chi and Brantley).  Over the years, I’ve been blessed 
to be involved in many areas at Third - as Moderator of Presbyterian Women, as Director of VBS, 
as a children’s Sunday school teacher, a deacon, and singing in the choir.  As a family, we have felt 
blessed to have our church family walking beside us through the many stages of life.  I am looking 

forward to helping others draw closer to the fellowship of our church body as we implement the Parish model.

Nancy Payne: My husband Bill and I moved to Richmond in August 2016, and joined Third 
Church that September. We moved from Moscow, Idaho, where I served as a Stephen Minister, as 
well as moderator for the board of deacons at Moscow First Presbyterian Church. At Third, I have 
participated in a weekly women’s Bible study, regularly attended the Good News Sunday School 
class and their monthly women’s lunches, and volunteered to do laundry for the Caritas week last fall. 

I am delighted to be part of a congregation whose focus is biblically-based and spirit-filled, and look forward to 
using my time and talent in service here.  

Chris Trible: Our family (wife Brook, daughter Carson and son Clayton) has been attending Third 
Church since 2015. I have been involved in a men’s group at Third and Brook has been involved in 
the Mosaic ministry. Before joining Third, I taught an adult Sunday School class for ten years at my 
former church. I am grateful for the opportunity to serve, pray for and support our congregation and 
church ministries.

TRUSTEE
Virginia Grigg: My husband Kenney and I have 2 sons, a daughter-in-law and a 19 month old 
grandson and I’ve been a member of Third since 1982.  I have participated in women’s groups, 
helped plan retreats, have served as director of VBS, moderator of the women’s ministry and on the 
officer nomination committee. Kenney and I have been involved in small groups for many years. 
Through all of that time I have never served as an officer and I thought that it was time for me to give 

back in that way. I’m looking forward to serving as Trustee to deal with the practical and business aspects of running 
the church.

Keith Henderson: My wife Anna and I joined Third in the fall of 2016.  I’m currently involved with a 
multi-church men’s bible study and was peripherally involved with the Third design Charrette earlier 
this summer.  I’m excited to serve in the Trustee role as Third looks ahead and works through the 
challenges and opportunities of a growing congregation.

Kirk Vogel: My wife, Kerri, and I have been attending Third since 2009 with our children Hannah 
(5) and Bray (3). We have been part of a great small group since coming to Third and are looking 
forward to getting involved in the new Parish Group. I have enjoyed serving on the hospitality team 
in the past.  I am honored to have been nominated to serve as a Trustee at Third and to have the 
opportunity to help care for the Church’s resources.


