


An Outline of First John 

      
   
   

 I  The Preface (1:1-4) 
   
 II The Apostolic Message And Its Moral Implications (1:5-2:2) 
   
 III The First Application of the Tests (2:3-27) 
  -obedience, or the moral test 
  -love or the social test 
  -belief or the doctrinal test 
   
 IV The Second Application of the Tests (2:28- 4:6) 
   
 V The Third Application of the Tests (4:7- 5:5) 
   
 VI The Three Witnesses and Our Consequent Assurance (5:6-17) 
   
 VII Three Affirmations and a Concluding Exhortation (5:18-21) 
   
   
   
   
   
   

 



Review 

 Context 

 3 tests or hallmarks of believers 

 Doctrinal  

 Moral  

 Social 

 

 Challenge of holding the 3 hallmarks in tension 

 

 

 

 



The Three Tests: Representative 
Tensions 

Doctrine/Belief 

Social/Love Moral/Behavior 

 Discipline 

Restoration 

Acceptance 



  Doctrinal Test 

 Incarnation of Jesus – 1: 1-5 
 Atonement, cleansing and new life 
 Hope  

 
 God is light – 1:6-2:2 – controlling metaphor and its implications 

 sin is darkness – what do we do with our sin? 
 Deny it? 
 Beat it into submission? 
 Rationalize it?  
 Confess it? – acceptance of truth about who God is and who we are 

 Blessing of confession 
 Assurance that we are forgiven and are in fellowship with God and with one another 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
 



Moral Test – 2: 3-6 

 Obedience to his commands 

 Which ones? 

 A.J. Jacobs, “The Year of Living Biblically” 

 Walk as Jesus walked – WWJD? 

 Matthew 22: 37-40 

 1 John 3: 23-24  

 Whoever says… - refusal to commit to obedience makes us liars  

 Blessings of obedience 

 Love of God perfected 

 assurance 

 

 

 



Social Test – 2: 7-11 

 Love for fellow Christians 

 Not a new command – Matthew 22: 37-40  

And yet a new command – John 13: 34  - Jesus shows 
us how 

 Whoever says… - refusal to love indicates spiritual blindness – 
Saul on the Damascus road 

 Blessings of love 

Assurance - we are abiding in the light   

We do not cause others to stumble 

 
 

 

 



The Radical Nature Of This Test in the Ancient 
World -Rodney Stark 

 The context- “Pity was 
a defect of character 
unworthy of the wise and 
excusable only in those 
who have not yet grown 
up. It was an impulsive 
response based on 
ignorance. Plato had 
solved the problem of 
beggars from his ideal 
state by dumping them 
over its borders.”  

 

 The innovation-”This 
was the moral climate in 
which Christianity taught 
that mercy was one of its 
primary virtues-that a 
merciful God requires 
humans to be merciful…. 
That because Christians 
may not please God 
unless they love one 
another was something 
entirely new.” 

 



And It Is Still Radical! 

 Malcolm Gladwell, “Small Change-Why the 
Revolution Will Not be Tweeted” 

 “ It [social activism based on the new media] makes it easier for 
activists to express themselves, and harder for that expression to 
have any impact.  The instruments of social media are well suited 
to making the existing social order more efficient. They are not a 
natural enemy of the status quo. If you are of the opinion that all 
the world needs is a little buffing around the edges, this should not 
trouble you. But if you think that there are still lunch counters out 
there that need integrating it ought to give you pause.” 

 



 

1 John 2: 12-13 

 

 

1 John 2: 13-14 

 

 Little children 

 

 Fathers 

 

 Young Men 

 

 Little ones 

 

 Fathers 

 

 Young Men 

 

Kindly Uncle John – 2: 12-14 



The First Imperative - 2: 15-17 

 Do not love the world   

 

 What does John mean by “world”? 

 
 Not the physical world – “this is my Father’s world” 

 Systems and values of the fallen world 

 In the world but not of the world 

 World’s systems will pass away; the kingdom will remain 

 

 End of first cycle 
 

 


