
 
 January 31st, 2016  

                                                   The Friend of Sinners

This Sunday, Corey Widmer continued our series on Luke’s Gospel and the Identity of the King. This 
morning’s message was entitled “The Friend of Sinners” and was based in Luke 5.  

READ
Luke 5:12-16, 27-32, 36-38

REFLECT
1. Corey opened the sermon by discussing what we might learn about Jesus by looking at his friends. Are 

you friends with the equivalent of the Leper and Levi? How might that be interpreted in your social circle?
2. In what ways do you feel like the unclean? Have you ever felt unlovable, unwanted, or undeserving of 

God’s grace? What does it mean to you and others that Christ came for these groups?
3. Why do you think the church “tends to isolate itself from the bad people?” How does this influence the 

external perspective on the church? How does this compare to the ministry of Christ? 
4. What would the church look like if we embraced the true meaning of community present in this text? 

PRAY
+ Confess to God how we sometimes believe we are better than the leper and the tax collector, that we 

deserve salvation. 
+ Ask God to continually challenge us to grow more Christ-like in our relationships with other people.
+ Thank Christ for His desire to build relationships with the outcasts of society and to provide saving grace 

to us, the sinners. 
+ Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community.

PRACTICE
+ Corey talked about how everyone draws lines dividing themselves from “the others.” In what ways do you 

attempt to delineate yourself from the world around you? How might this conflict with the message of 
today’s sermon? What tangible steps could you take to circumvent this problem. 

+ Corey said “if you come into this kind of relationship with Jesus, your whole world begins to be 
fundamentally changed by his grace.” In what ways can your whole world be changed by this knowledge of 
the power of Jesus’s friendship? 


