
 
 December 7th, 2015  

                                               Preparation for the King

This Sunday, Corey Widmer continued our study of Luke in this Advent series by examining the faith of 
Mary. 

READ
Luke 1:26-38

REFLECT
1. Corey began by discussing how we often lose sight of the fact that these biblical characters were actually 

real people and not altogether dissimilar to us. How can reengaging with the humanity of the characters 
bring this story more vibrantly relevant to your life? 

2. How do you think Mary heard this message? What can you learn from this story? 
3. Corey explained much of the mystique associated with the incarnation of Christ’s duality as fully human 

and yet fully God. What do these two essential theological tenants mean in your everyday life. Try to move 
beyond the effect they have on your intellectual understanding of the Gospel but delve more deeply for 
application. 

PRAY
+ Confess to God the ways in which we lose track of the human nature of Christ and the other Biblical 

characters, turning the tangible Gospel into an ethereal and theoretical exercise. 
+ Thank God for His presence and amazing Advent gift. 
+ Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community.

PRACTICE
+ Corey talked about Mary’s status as a great pillar of faith. How can we strive to achieve that faith in times 

which we - like Mary - are “deeply perplexed”? 
+ Corey quoted Tim Keller :  “A faith without doubts is like a human body without any antibodies”. He also 

spoke of individuals who inherited their faith from a parent or friend without ever questioning it. How can 
you grow in your own spiritual journey? How can you face your own doubts, make your faith your own, or 
use your own experience journeying through doubts in order to help others? 

+ The sermon ended with Corey discussing Mary’s surrender to faith. What would this sort of surrender 
look like in your life? How would it change the way you interact with your family, the way you consider 
issues in your mind, the way you engage with you work, your neighbors, and the broader community 
around you? 


