
 
 December 13th, 2015  

                                                  The Song of the King

This Sunday, Corey Widmer continued our study of Luke in this Advent series by focusing on the Magnificat,  
highlighting the need for community, hope, and personal experiences of God’s presence. 
READ
Luke 1:39-55

REFLECT
1. Corey began by explaining that the Magnificat was not an immediate reaction to the amazing news she 

received from Gabriel but an “outflow of an experience of Christian community.” What does the brief 
glimpse into the relationship between Mary and Elizabeth teach us?

2. Do you have a mentor? Are you mentoring someone else? Is community an integral part of your life? 
What positive and negative experiences have you had in community? 

3. Have you ever experienced God in a way that empowered you to face trying circumstances or felt God’s 
love at a time you felt helpless? What happened? How does that shape you today?

PRAY
+ Confess to God times when you isolate yourself from Christian community out of fear, selfishness, pride, 

or hopelessness. 
+ Thank God for the gift of Community and His Holy presence. 
+ Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community.

PRACTICE
+ Basil of Caesarea, a Greek bishop in the 4th century, once said that “if we are not joined together by union 

in the Holy Spirit in the harmony of one body, but each of us should choose to live in solitude, we would 
not serve the common good in the ministry according to God’s own pleasure, but would be satisfying our 
own passion for self-gratification.” Work with your group or a friend and devise a list of ways that a 
community can work toward the “common good” where you as an individual might fail. 

+ What practices could you and your family integrate into the Christmas season which are designed to bring 
you into a more humble posture and have a real personal experience with Christ this Christmas?

+ Spend some time working through Corey’s parting questions: “Will you seek out Christian community? 
How will you seek an experience of God’s grace? How will you live in hope?” 


